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Editorial

Welcome to this first issue of the new look
Keystone. This first issue is being sent to
virtually everyone with whom I've had some
contact regarding home education over the last

. eight years or so. Recently Glenys Jackson has
been led to other commitments and so the
editorship of Keystone newsletter has come
to me. I'm really excited about it as it seemed to
confirm that the timing is right for a few
initiatives I've had in the back of my mind. A
number of issues vitally important to families in
general and Christian home schooling families in
particular have been weighing heavily on me.
(See the feature article, pg. 1). AlsoI beganto
see that I was expecting too much sometimes of
the 45 home schooling contacts all over NZ to
whom I would send urgent information, trusting
they would disseminate it all around their local
support groups. Now EVERY home schooling
family can subscribe to Keystone and also

get urgent information or battle plans as an extra
mailout over and above the normal six issues per
year,

We have changed the status of CHomeS into that
of a Charitable Trust. That and the subscriptions
to Keystone should put CHomeS onto a
more secure financial footing and allow for some
exciting possibilities: National Christian Home
Schooling conferences can be held each year
with a greatly expanded and improved
programune; grants may be sought which could
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- Supervigsory Allowances.

enable some research into the performance of
home schooled children compared to those
conventionally schooled; legal initiatives and
defenses could be made with a greater degree of
accuracy and confidence; representations and
public relation exercises could be done with
employers and tertiary institutions all over NZ
explaining the exceptional qualities of home
schooled individuals; and on and on it could go.

Let me encourage you to subscribe to
Keystone ... The $20 subscription is :
discounted to $18 and the $37 2-year sub to $35
if you subscribe by 1 April 1995. We will have
each issue loaded with itemns for everyone,
althougl it is mainly interded for adults and
teenaged readers to encourage and edify you in
the total area of home education and training.

% Look! We've drawn a blank for

3 our "Letters to the Editor” column,

# since it is only the first issue. But
' there is plenty to write about.

‘Nhal is your thinking regarding Christians

staying in the state education system to

evangelise? In the next issue we look at

Do you see any harm

in accepting them? Express your opinion or ask

a question that needs answering.

Keystone is the newsletter of Christian
Home Schoolers of NZ, (CHomeS), a Charitable
Trust established to promote the concept of homc
education through a regular newsletter,
conferences, literature, research projects,
speakers, press releases, letters to editors, articles
to other publications and by lobbymg government
officials.

Keystone is intended to inform, challenge,
encourage and inspire. The trustees of CHomeS
believe that the Christian faith is being
undervalued. Chrlstlamty is fully able to present
a world view that is intelligent, coherent,
consistent and complete. Committed to
scholarship, the free exchange of ideas and the
need to stimulate reasonable debate,
Keystone may publish articles that will not
necessarily reflect the views or beliefs of the
Trustees. Original articles and letters are
welcomed as are good quality material from other
publications providing full acknowledgement is
given and copyright respected.

Information in Keystone is not intended as
legal advice and should not take the place of legal
counsel from a qualified, informed solicitor.
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Home Schoolers
Did It !

Charles William Feilden (C.W.F.}
Hamilton, OBE, inventor of the jet boat, was
born in the winter of 1899 at Ashwick station
near Fairlie, South Canterbury. "Tt carried
approximately 20,000 sheep, 200 head of cattle
and 50 horses. There were three permanent
shepherds, two or three ploughmen, a gardener,
cook, blacksmith, carpenter, cowman, fencer and
a rabbiter. Along with his parents, siblings,
other relations, and boarders, these were
Charles’s teachers during all of his early years.
"It was a wonderfully happy and free life for
children at Ashwick, with ponies to ride, sheep
and cattle work, and all the fun that can be had
on a place employing many men and with so
much going on all the time....His talent for
invention and love of boats developed at an early
age and be grew up to be a highcountry famnmer,
racing driver, engineer, and--almost by
accident--the first man to make the jet-propulsion
of watercraft a practicality. Wherever in the
world there are shallow and dangercus rivers and
floods, there you will find Hamilton-patent jet
units operating.,  "His gift for making things
work and for designing revolutionary equipment
is self-taught, for he had no formal engineering
training whatsoever. This may account for his
success, during the Secornd World War, in
perscnally training unskilled men to do
high-precision work in the little back- country
factory at his Irishman Creek station in the
Mackenzie Country--a really extraordinary
enterprise.”  Bill had only two years in school
classrooms. One year was at Timaru and the
seconyl at Christ’s College in Christchurch. He
said that this schooling was an nterruption to his
education. (Source: Wild Irishman, by Peggy
Hamilton, 1969, AH & AW Reed, Wellington,
pg. 24 and dust cover; tour brochure from
Irishman Creek Station.)

As part of your English composition
assignments, have your children write a letter to
the editor on some issue. Back in August '94
Genevieve Smith (14) and Alanson
Smith (10) wrote letters opposing Labour MP
Dianne Yates™ proposal to make spanking in the
home illegal. Alanson wrote, "If smacki
becomes illegal my parents will still belp me by
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disciplining (smacking) me. They will go to jail
and we (I have two brothers and two sisters) will

go to foster homes. 1 think I deserve a smack but
not that."”

Although the two letters were published on
different days in the Manawatu Standard, both
were picked up by the Auckland Herald and
reprinted in the "Week’s end Harold Angel”
columm. His line introducing the letters was,
"Words of wisdom, as the Good Book says,
come from the mouths of babes, and that is as
true today as it was then.” It is good when you
can apparently get the secular press on your side!

All of us readers of Keystone would love to
hear of your home schooling accomplishments
and achievements, no matter what ficld they are
in. (If you would just drop me the shortest of
notes, I would be happy to ring to get the details
from vou for inclusion in this column.--C.Smith,
Ed.)
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But even the most attentive,
perceptive, and thoughtful
classroom teachers could never
elicit from their students the
amount and intensity of feedback
that homeschooling parents
typically get from their children,
because parents know and
understand their children so

much better. —-John Holt
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FPA-Family 1m
Perversion ZONE
Association by Craig S. Smith

At the end of last school term a couple of schools
were getting the pupils to sign release forms
giving the school permission to show the parents
the school reports! It was ridiculous, the Privacy
Act gone mad, said the press. But let me tell
you, the Family Planning Association is involved
in activities far more seditious and subversive of

* children than school reports, keeping it totally

secret from the parents and nobody is
complaining about it at all.

Most of you are aware that the FPA operates
clinics in most centres. Your children of any age
can call in for so-called counselling and advice
about having sex, where to get contraceptives
and how to use them, sexually transmitted
diseases and where they can get check-ups and
abortions. The FPA is not oblidged to inform
the parents in any of these cases. In fact the
FPA can help your child get cheap
contraceptives or procure an abortion, and unless
the child wants to inform you parents, these
things can take place and you may never know.
Their recent campaign was aimed at 12 to
16-year-olds, and included TV and radio. Not
satisfied with those three options for corrupting -
our children, they set up an 0800 number so the
children can be furthered encouraged, via taped
messages, to explore the whole realm of illicit
sex. You ring 0800-9G0-901 and see for
yourself.

But that still wasn’t enough. They have
published a 31 page book called "The Word, on
sex, life and relationships”. The publicity made
sure the children knew it would be posted free in
a plain envelope. I got my free copy and I want
you to kmow it most definitely IS about raunchy,
sweaty sex, but it has nothing to do with life and
relationships.

Their big coup has been getiing the NZ schools
using their resource, "Challenges and Change”,
a sex education kit aimed at 3rd and 4th formers,
with a section "to enhance the self-esteem of
homosexual students in the class," This
programme boldly claims that “the one consistent
point on which all studies agree is that sexuality
education does not increase sexual activity
amongst adolescents.” This is factually
incorrect. For example, according to "Family
Planning Perspectives” {(USA), between 1988
and 1991 (the years that safe sex was widely

‘preached) the percentage of 15-22 year olds who

engaged in sexual intercourse increased from less
than 60% to more than 84%.

I know that, praise God, most of us home
schooling families will be somewhat immune to
the peer pressure to be right up with the latest on
sex education. But the neighbour kids probably
are not, nor most of the other children with
whom your children come in contact. To protect
our own children and to be good Samaritans to
those around us we nmst protest. The FPA is
supported by millions of cur tax dollars. We can
hit ’'em where it hurts: in the bank account and -
in their Public Image. (See Action Station, pg.8)




ACTION STATION

NEW ZEATIL.AND

ggi® > Write to the Strategic Leadership CHRISTIAN
g Network for their free Dec '94
-m-u {Biblical Research, HOME
@ Education and Action on Vital
Issues) which deals with the FPA. (You should SCHOOIL. I NG

be on their mailing list anyway!) c¢/- Kia Ora
House, 1 Parliament St., Thorndon, Wellington.

ph. (04) 472-0400 A BOOK FOR PEOPLE

INTERESTED IN HOME

>Write to your MP (¢/- Parliament Buildings, SCHOOLING
Wellington, no stamp required) agking them to * INFORMATION*
review the appropriateness of the FPA * ENCOURAGEMENT*
programme " Challenges and Change” in the *EXAMPLES*

schools, that you simply have concerns that its
content is subversive to the morals of children
and that you object to your tax dollars being used
to support such stuff.

ONLY $10.00

INCLUDES RESOURCE DIRECTORY

>Ring the FPA 0800 number and if you are I—b-fd: as-for M_EJ_I!.
shocked, get all your adult friends to ring it too. Mrs D McAlister %\«é’d\’gg{t‘; .ou.se?,l
>Write to the FPA, Box 68245, Auckland, g 5bgall St The, 10RD. '.’°=“_-“"*T
simply telling them you strongly object to them oobden '

subverting your children through the TV, radio GREYMOUTH
and 0800 mediums when you have no trouble
communicating sex education yourself.

Attention All Home Schoolers! keystone is o New Zeatant wize
news-letter. This could be a great opportunity to fellowship with, encourage and edify one another
by writing in and sharing home schooling tips that worked well, those that did NOT work so well,
family profiles, requests for pen pals, letters to the Editor, questions to which you’ve been unable to
get decent answers, accounts of your home schoolers’ achievements, book reviews, a description of
your support group, just about anything really. Write, ring or Fax 4 Tawa St., (06) 357-4399 P.N.
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* 8,000 vears of history on one east-to-follow chart!

* 14 connecting panels, vividly coloured and illustrated,
anfold to 15 1/2 fest long and 17 1/2 inches high or fold
up into a hard-bound book format 17 1/2 X 12 1/2 X 1/2
inches.

"% Qivilisations, cultures and empires shown as streams acros

by time, dividing, werging, swelling or dwindling in

i importance.

% 100°s of detailed full-colour charts throughout that show

what happenad anywhere in the world at a particular time

in history.

% 1,000"s of dates, facts and quotes given in chronological
sequence from 4004 BC to the present.

% Lives of the patriarchs, geneclogy of Christ. church
councils and persecutions all feature prominently.

£ % Firt published in the 1880°s, this magnificent chart is
fully updated to incorporate the major events of the 20th
= century. .
* $30 esch post-paid. Order from: Craig & Barbara Smith, 4
Tawa St., Palmerston North. .
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Christian Home Schoolers of NZ

Answering Toufh
uestions People .

Throw Your
\Vay by Craig Smith

Shouldn’t Christians keep their children
in the public schools so that they can be
the salt and light and evangelise as the
Lord told us to do?

It is true that the Lord told us to do these things.
But was He speaking to our children? We are
responsible for our children...shouid we then
make them responsible for fulfilling this
command? Our children depend upon us...
should we then depend upon them to do the
Lord’s work? Are we not by this expecting
children to do adults’ jobs? Are we not in fact
expecting our children to do our jobs?

Why are children sent to school? Supposediy it
is to get an education. The NZ Ministry of
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Christian Home Schoolers of NZ,

Education document Education for the 21 st
Century (1993) says on page 12, "The purpose of
the school system is to give students the attitudes,
knowledge, understanding, and skills they need
to contimie learning throughout their lives."
Notice the first word in the list: "attitudes”.

What attitudes will the schools be putting into
students? They will not include the Christian
attitude that everyone is a sinner in need of
salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

If your child expressed this attitude about his
teachers and classmates, he would be met with a
firm lecture from the teachers about the value of
all peoples’ faiths and the necessity for
acceptance of different views. Your child would
be told in no uncertain terms that especially
during this year of 1995, the UN- declared Year
of Tolerance, attitudes which divided people into
Christians and sinners would simply not be
tol....well, you know....they simply would not
be allowed. If you expected your child to
evangelise at school, he simply would not be
allowed to do so. ’

Children are at school to take in, to imbibe the
"leamning experiences” going on about them, to
respect and listen to their teachers and do as they
say. Typically they will be outnumbered about §
to 1 with other children who do not even attend
any church. And are our children even yet
regenerated by God’s Holy Spirit? Are we
eXpecting unregenerate children to evangelise
other unregenerate children? Even if they are
born again, all praise and glory be to God, are
they mature in the faith enough to successfully
battle against the moral, intellectual, spiritual and
even physical enemies they will face every hour
of every day in the totally Christless and secular
public school system? '

Are your 8 and 9 and 10 year olds able to preach
the gospel at all? Can you? Can they even
recognise humanistic man- centred philosophy
when it is presented to them in the classroom?
Can you? The military do not send raw recruits
into battle. They ensure they have had a
minimum of basic training as well as a fair dose
of specialist training relating to the field of battle
to which they are being sent. Do you train your
children in the art of evangelism and gospel
presentation? If you as a parent are not or
carmot or will not preach the gospel yourself to
the people you meet everyday, and if you are not
absolutely clear as to what constitutes secular or
humanist or man-centred philosophies, and
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cannot readily recognise them, then is it really
fair to expect your little children to do so?

And listen, isn’t the price a bit high? What if it
turns out that the evil and the unrighteousness
and the vanity and the pride and the materialism
and immorality and the hedonism get a firm hold
on your child’s heart, simply because he is in
amongst it day after day? Remember, these
kinds of evil are not foreign to a child’s sinful
nature but are exceedingly attractive to it, and
impossible to withstand if the child is not born
again and strong in the Lord.

We all know the agony parents feel whose
children have gone off the rails. Our job as
parents is to rear our children in the way they
should go, that is, to be servants and living
sacrifices to the Lord God Almighty. Why then
are Christian parents sometimes 50 seemingly
eager to sacrifice their children on the altar of
humanist, secular, Godless public schools? It
Jjust doesn’t make sense. It just doesn’t seem
right.

"The fear of the LORD is
the beginning of wisdom; a good
understanding have all those who do His
commandments. His praise endures for
ever."Psalm 111:10

by Craig S. Smith
If the impartation of wisdom must begin with the
fear of God, and this first step is specifically
excluded from all the state primary classrooms
throughout the country, then please pause and
consider: What exactly are the teachers in these
classrooms imparting to our children? In Psalm
14:1 the Bible tells us that it is the fool who says
in his heart that there is no God. State schools
are not as subtle as the fool. They legally forbid

'God to be taken seriously in the classroom,

In the Christian home school parents can
acknowledge Christ as the Creator, Sustainer,
Sovereign and Lord over every area of life,
thought, endeavour and study that He in fact is.
No apologies, no need to ask permission of the
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headmaster or board to mention the "J" word, no
unnatural embarrassment, no compromising.
You have the sure confidence that you and your
children are on the true road to wisdom, no
doubt about it.

As this verse says, understanding comes from
obedience to God’s Word. At best, even in
Christian schools, this can only be dealt with in
an academic way, while sitting at desks orin a
group context as the class does something
together. The Christian home schooler is out
there where the rubber meets the road, in the

- home, in the marketplace, in the community, and

is being watched closely by Mum and Dad.
Parents can force obedience. They can
demonstrate obedience in real-life situations.
They and the children can experience the
blessings of obedience together. Parents can set
up situations to test the child’s promptness and
attitude toward obedience. Parents are right
there in all situations to point out to the child
opportunities to obey, encourage them to do as
they should, and then to drive the lesson home.

If you want your children to leave a permanent
mark, if you would like to do that yourself, this
verse has the answer: "His praise endures
forever.” Do something which will bring praise
to God, Matthew 5:16 helps us to flesh this out
a bit: "Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.” Home schooling families do
not have to waste time trying to debrief or
detoxify their children after each day in the
temples of secular humanism. Instead they can
devote their energies exploring together how to
let their light shine before others and doing good
works and learning how to bring glory to God in
everything that they do. "Therefore, whether
you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God." (I Cor 10:31}

At some point many Christians would say that
the above Scriptures are talking about spiritual
nstruction, not at all meaning technical
mstruction such as reading, writing, arithmetic,
etc. Unfortumately for these folks the Scriptures
do not allow for this interpretation. You simply
cannot duck under Colossians 2:3, *Christ, in
Whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge." Now, I looked up that word
"all” in the original Greek. Do you know what it
means? It means "all". That includes maths,
science, philosophy, genetics, geology,
astronomy, nuclear physics, and anything else

Christian Home Schoolers of NZ
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you want to name as well as plain old reading,
writing and arithmetic.

Over a Cuppa

by Craig S. Smith

The term "home schooling” will virtually always
conjure up an image of children at the kitchen
table or at desks awkwardly arranged around the
living room with Mum-turned-teacher standing in
front lecturing from a book or trying to illustrate
something on a jury-rigged white board-on-easel
arrangement. In other words, a home school is
just conventional schooling taking place in the
home. This is how we started out nine years
ago. At their desks with assignments before
them and me prowling behind them my children’s
attention span would hover around the 12 minute
mark.

One day it was more like a 4 to 5 minute
attention span, and I got so frustrated with it all,
that I just flopped on the sofa, told the kids to
come sit on my knee and I'd read some history to
them. An hour and a half later I was running out
of breath and suffering a parched tongue when it
dawned on me that the once fidgety brats were
quiet and attentive angels. When I would stop
reading they would call for more. I wondered....

For several months we were driving up and down
the country with our business, dragging the entire
family along every time. At 3am barrelling
down the Desert Road, the children couldn’t
sleep, so asked for a story. I began to tell about
the drive I had done through another desert years
ago in Afghanistan and from there talked about
the Russian invasion and from there into an
outline of Communist political history ail
perfectly designed to cause 9 and 10 year olds to
drop off pretty quickly. But after a good hour of
that, when I paused for breath, they chorused as
one for me not to stop just as it was getting
interesting, but to tell them more.

Many little events like these caused me to come
to the conclusion that "home schooling” is the
wrong word. We should be talking about "home
education” since we are educating our children in
everything we do, 24 hours a day, not just
schooling them for a set period five days a week.
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The old saying that much more is "caught” than
is actually "taught” is so true as your children are
able to observe you for so many hours and i so
many situations. {(More on this in a future issue
of Keystone.)

But there is something special about a parent
speaking with his or her children. They’ve

known that voice since before they were born. It .

is a voice so intimately connected with comfort
and security and all things good, they just
naturally love to hear it. This is a special bond
that we parents as educators should exploit to the
max: Read the children’s text books with
themn....go over their assignments with them a
little more than you need to....do the work with
them whenever you can so that you are doing it
together rather than you making them do it on
their own....make the learning situation less
forral by lying on the sofa or sitting outside or
being a bit unorthodox. One whole year our
main teaching method was for all of us to sit
around the table and I would read and explain the
subject matter to three different age groups (7,
10 & 11) with a fourth listening in while they
drew and painted and played with toys. The
subject we spent longest on was atomic structure
and basic chemistry. To this day we all
remember that period as the most
enjoyable....and they can all stil! remember the
glilfsference between nuclear fission and muclear
ion.

Having said that, my four have also always
enjoyed having their own desk and private space
and set times and set assignments....as long as
they clearly understood what was expected and
could see that they could manage it. There is a
certain amount of basic skills that must be
imparted, and the practice that goes with it needs
set times: things like leamning to read,
handwriting and composition skills and basic
maths computations. But for the rest you can
capitalise on those "teachable momenis” when
they ask a question about something out of the
blue, or you are so excited about a subject they
are quite happy to listen to you go on and on way
over time, or you are watching the cat have her
Kkittens, or there is a particularly brilliant sunset,
or oe of them asks you to show how the ironing
is done. One of the great advantages of home
education is being flexible to exploit--or even to
dbgineer--those "teachable moments”.
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Theologically _
Speaking

Fundamentalism

Here is a word that has taken a beating over the
years, so much so that serious Christians are not
sure they want to be tagged with this label. It
began as a conservative theological moverment
among American Protestants early this century in
opposition to "modernism” and other schools of
thought, such as evolutionism, higher Biblical
criticism and studies in comparative religions.
The original idea was to protect the essential
doctrines (the fundamentals) of the Christian faith
from the eroding effects of modem thought. Such
doctrines include the Virgin Birth, the
Resurrection and deity of Christ, His
substitutionary atonement, the Second Coming,
and the authority and inerrancy of the Bible.

The Fundamentals, a series of 12 small books
published from 1910 to 1915, and financed by
Lyman Stewart, a wealthy oilman of Southern
California, were sent to some three million
theological students and Christian workers. In
1920 Curtis Lee Laws and associates within the
Northern (USA) Baptist Convention called
themselves "The Fundamentalist Fellowship”
partly in response to the message of the books,
and partly because they, as moderates, also felt
the modemists were surrendering the
*fundamentals” of the Gospel, namely, the sinful
nature of man, his inability to be saved apart
from God’s grace, etc.

A more militant conservative voice was raised in
1923 with the formation of the Baptist Bible
Union. They broadened their cause to fight
against evolutionary teaching.

Among Presbyterians, the conservative position
was ¢ ioned by J. Gresham Machen of
Princeton Theological Seminary. But the
mainstream Presbyterian Church tried him for
rebellion against superiors, and thus evolved the
Orthodox Presbyterian and Bible Presbyterian
denominations. At this time fimdamentalism was
known as a conservative theological movement
made up of militants, moderates such as Laws
and scholarly types such as Machen. Unfor-
tunately, due to the tactics of certain leaders, the
fundamentalist image eventually became sterec-
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typed as close-minded, beiligerent and
separatistic.

In the 1950’s a growing number of conservatives
moved to dump the fundamentalist label for "new
evangelical". Their hope was to preserve and
defend the Biblical Gospel while maintaining
mtellectual respectability, social concern and a
cooperative spirit. This movement,
evangelicalism, has been largely successful and
is considered the heir of the spirit and purpose of
the original fimdamentalists.

Today the media enjoy branding anyone who
sticks to their convictions and refuses to indulge
in the modern politically correct art of
compromise as a "right-wing, militant, free
market, fundamentalist, ingnorant, religions
bigot”. So although our Christian roots may go
deep into fundamentalism and our religious
convictions closely parallel those of the original
fundamentalists, we may choose to shun that
label because of the way some unwise Christians,
the media and the secular population at large
have hijacked the term and twisted its original
meaning. Since findamentalism has also been
attached to mmslim and other religious terrorists,
most of us are quite happy to be known as
evangelicals.

As always, we need to be constantly
endeavouring to conform ourselves and our
children to the expectations of God’s Word
{which never changes) rather than to the
expectations of men or of some man-made label
(which does change). The term"fundamentalist”
today tends to evoke a picture of someone ready
to smash opposition and unilaterally set up his
idea of the way things should be in order to save
what is left of our society and culture. This is
the same as a revolutionary. We will want our
children to clearly know and understand that
salvation is not by the revolution of men, but by
the regerneration of God’s Holy Spirit. Just like
the leaders of the Reformation, we must be
reformers rather than revolutionaries. We
should reform ourselves first and then our
families and then others as we have opportunity
until we all conform to Christ.

Sadly, for all its history, the term
"fundamentalist” today seems to convey more of
the idea of a revolutionary than that of a
reformer.

Christian Home Schoolers of NZ
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Good News for Support Groups

Telecom runs a programme called
The School Connection wherein 5%
of a private person’s toll bill is donated by
Telecom direct to the school nominated by that
person. It costs the individual nothing extra, but
that school gains all this money. The school
must spend it on computer, fax or phone
equipment or associated software. Now the good
news is that most home schooling support groups
can qualify to benefit from this programme as if
they were schools. Then every member of the
support group and every member’s relatives
anywhere in NZ can register with Telecom and
nominate your support group as the beneficiary
of this scheme. It really is great. To find out
how your support group can qualify, ring their
toll free number 0800 65 1993. Home schooling
parents and other supporters of the support group
can then ring 0800 500 456 to register their toll
calls on behalf of your support group.

Clear Communications also rims a
programme like this called Friends of the School,
also donating 5%. Again it seems most home
school support groups qualify, and with Clear
you are given cash to spend any way you like.
Ring Clear tollfree on 03508-500500 to get all the
details. The registration packs they sent to us
contained a voucher for $5 credit toward tolls if
you signed up with Clear within 30 days. You
can sign up with both Telecom and Clear and use
them both whenever you want....you are not
oblidged to make toll calls exclisively through
one or the other.

Here is another scheme many of you will want to
join. The IBM Computers for Classrooms
scheme being run in conjunction with
Woolworths, Big Fresh and Price

Chopper markets is designed for schools.
However, the Manawatu Home Educators
Support Group (MHESG) has managed to be
accepted to register for the scheme. The
regulations state only registered schools can be
part of the scheme, but the people with whom we
spoke at IBM, said MHESG could act on behalf
of all home schoolers and home school support
groups. The scheme is that whenever you spend
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$20 at any of the three markets mentioned between 13 February and 21 May 1993, you will receive a
voucher. These vouchers can be redeerned for quite an impressive list of computer hardware and/or
software. -

Now here’s the deal. If you would like to organize your suppost group to collect these vouchers
{from your own members, from your friends, neighbours, relatives, anyone you can) we (CHomeS
and MHESG) will set up an accounting system here for you and will redeem the vouchers on your
behalf for the computer iterns you want. If we can get home schoolers and their contacts all over NZ
collecting these vouchers, we may be able (o top up some support groups who may end up just short
of the number of vouchers needed for what they want. Or some may decide to collect them to help
out CHomeS, which is not itself collecting them. (CHomeS can use some decent software
progranmmes to publish Keystone and do some research!)

Get an information pack "IBM Computers for Classrooms” from Woolworths, Big Fresh or Price
Chopper to find out all the details. But in the meantime, start collecting those vouchers and let us
know if you want us to Hase with IBM on your behalf.

Capital Home Educators’ Conference is being held Saturday April 29 and Sunday April 30 at
the Hutt Valley Polytechnic, Buick St., Petone. A number of professional people will be guest
speakers. For all the details send for a brochure to: Capital Home Educators, 54 Viewmont Drive,
Harbour View, Lower Hutt.

Christian Home Schoolers of NZ, (CHomeS) will be having another national conference in
Palmerston North in early 1996. More details as they develop. (Continued--see Roundup, Page 24)

Corresponding with Politicians and Educationalists

oane. Below is an article from the Otago Deily | = v Officeof U
pie Times of Sat. 13/8/94 by Ann-Marie | 30w Wellimgron, Nes Soatand O
2 ohnson, written after Lockwood Smith S
2/ announced that home schoolers would no
' longer be reviewed by the ERQ.

Following that is some correspondence between the
NZ Principals’ Federation and myself. They do not
appear willing to retract misinformation.

27 July 1994

Mr Craig S Smith
Hational Director
Christian Home Schoclers
of New Zasaland

4 Tawa Street

"Some children receiving home schooling are at risk FALMERSTON NORTH

because their education ig not being momtored,
according to the...Principals Federation. President
John Fleming said it was very concernied about the
matter. Thousands of children ...had been withdrawn

Dear Mr Smith

Thank you fer your etter of 5 July 1992 concerning =22

from the school system to receive their education at
home. But while the majority of parents carried ot
their duties, as many as 20% did not, Mr Fleming
claimed. The MOE grants $700 towards the cost of the
child’s schooling at home. However, some parents
were claiming the money and then keeping their child
at home to babysit or carry out other chores, he said.
*These children are often in poorly parented families
anyway...* Mr Fleming said. Schocls were often left
to pick up the pieces when parents gave up educating
the children at home, he saad. The situation was
becoming more prevalent and aggravating the already
serious probiem of truancy and children missing from
the education system, he smd. "Every child has the
right to be educated and they are not getting that.”"

Christian Home Schoolers of NZ Page 20

monitering of home schooling.

The situation is that I simply could not justify the axpenss
of ERO veviewsrs travelling thousands of kilometras to review
the education of individual students, whoee parents have made
the cholce to withdraw their children frem the mainscraam
education system.

In the time cthat ERQ has been reviewing homeschcoling. thera
have only been two occasions when it has recommended the
revoking of an exemption certificate.

ERQO will atill review home schoulers when concerns are
broughr teo its atteacion. 1In addition, ! have asked rha
Minigtry of Education tec consider 2 tightening up of che
&Xemption cyiteria. The Ministry is alsc leoocking ac the
feasibility of having a saystem of re-application Zfor
exemptions. -

Youys 31'..:(;71)(

Z LNH
Lockwood Smith PhD
Minister of Educacion

7 (Contx inued--see page 23)
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IN SCIENCE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

e

Recommended by the Naticnal Science Foundation and National Parent Teacher Association Magazine

Backyard Scientist, Series Two—
Will astenish 9- to 14-year-old scientists with
hands- on experiments in chemistry and
physics.

classroom. For all ages.

* Sensational, thrilling, electrifying,
hands-on science experiments in
physics, chemistry and the life
sciences

* A proven method for teaching
science, used by educators, home
schoolers and parents across the
country

« Simple, safe experiments with easy-
to-read, step-by-step instructions

- .using common household materials

* Probing questions and complete
explanations that stimulate children
and teach critical-thinking skills

+ Help build self confidence while
making learning fun and easy

» Each book has its own unique set
of experiments

The Original Backyard
Scientist and Backyard Scientist,
Series One—CGives children ages 4 to
12 a fun and fascinating introduction to
science that makes the world of chem-
istry and physics come alive,

Backyard Scientist, Series Four—
Experiments and projects for the individudl, family ond

“My mom is a teacher and thinks this
book is the greatest.”

Adam—Age 5
“!loved The Original Backyard
Scientist. 1 like things | hadnt thought
of doing by myself.”
Chris—Age 62
“I love The Backyard Scientist
books. They are so great.”
Thomas—Age 7
“lloved the Case of the Mystery
Lights because we could do it quickly
by ourselves.”
Michael—Age 9
“| tried your experiments with my
students and they went wild with

excitement.”
First-Grade Teacher, Hlinois

Backyard Scientist,
Series Three—More excit-
ing, easy-to-understand,
hands-on experiments in the
fife sclences for children, ages
4to0 12.

“I just want to let you know how
much we enjoy your book. Asa
mother of eight, [ really appreciate the
clear instructions that allow a child to
work independently, from collecting
materials through the questions that
foster creative thinking and deductive
reasoning. I'm waiting to see your
next book.”
Jan Vreeland,
Waukesha, Wisconsin
“We really enjoyed The Original
Backyard Scientist. It's a great book!”

Mrs. Jones,
Home Schooling Mom

Scc Pagc 22 for Ordermg
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T to be able to offer them to Keystone
From Series 4 readers at virtually half price. The $10
includes both postage and GST!
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HE REVIEWS ARE IN ON BACKYARD SCIENTIST
WHAT EDUCATORS AND PARENTS ARE SAYING ABOUT THE BACKYARD SCIENTIST

“I fust want (0 jaf you know how much wa ey Books offer @ hands-on spproach to Qly. Cost Total
your book, The Backyard Sclentiet, Azamothc  Hementary science. Orioi al BYS
of sight  roally appreclate e clear & T books orn Beckysrd Scientiet irvine, CA) g
ihat 8fioves & child to work e - “.ﬁ:"'.‘ L) '?bht' J""‘;,"’“" hooling are (4_]_2 YfS) $10 00 $
ol 2 deck . proving e Mﬂm__lgrfmqml:rm: . - . P
l'mwaimgmmmmxtbwk,"m_ - obmqhz.d levol. The _On‘ghul Eaclng"n.i
Waukesha, Wisconein ;fwwwmprp?bm BYS, Series 1
"t bellva thal you have of the o ol th - - -
rpelimtificodioioioporss A L SN 4-12 Yrs.) ____ %io.o0 $
gradas’ physica come alive, the experiments requirs
’ -uuy_mw anmmmmm BYS Sﬁ = 2
farce ton riala 8B NGASSIY -~ Only things commony , T1CS
ot T Ef"?""""m‘""""‘“m"“ (9-14 YI'S.) $10-00 $
acisnice mm#wmm ' mwm
One.tydama olmmn! . oe The Otpltal Beskyr Scirties ' BYS, Series 3
- Jane Hoftman
The Teaching Home, Juneiuty 87 gl:bookfn weail a3 Jana's second book (4‘12 YIS.) $10.00 $

“AHf the wapsriments are ones that are simple  Beckyard Scientist, Serisa Onw) mesta the
with .
freiofil paront neerty), and Jane is carehul ko use m.-mm 1imple sxpariments and clear BY S, Series 4

only meterialy commonly found around most “M.:dhwwb'm
e ae o S or rthor Pouse.” Whar mere Bachyentt St muvs | | (A1l Ages) $10.00 §
andwha” M‘r:ubxm::‘owhcm
- — Susan Richmen
. ) - Sus sxtbook, The Bachyard Scientist

- Pensyivasialt T eent cupptersental ook, siding o e -+ Total Enclosed: §

© St makas science come alive’ wummmm
Orangs Coest Daily Pliot he Backyerd Scientiat ia soceptions!
L Rty D oe e witcnlcien. soe 4 v | | Send cheque to CHomeS, 4 Tawa St.

. o Backyar hoatol o This quailly It etpaciaty fredl or thoe i ’
 thinking: Aot o SN el race v o g g Palmerston North 5301.
3 would any

family that waitta scignce to de active,
sdocations! and fun.
Raviewed by Roxanne Smithy Name
Geand Hapids, Michigan

Address:
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National Direcior: Craig 5. Smith
4 Yawa Streel, Palmenion Noh

20 Nuguet 1994 Ph (08 267409

John Flwming, Preaident
NI Principals’ Federation
PU Box 9293F Newmarket
Auck)and

Dear Mr Fleming,

Enciosnd arew a number of items for your pmrusal. First up iw
wn articlw from the Otapo Dailly Times in which you are quoted
as waying quitw = numtar of ocutrageocumly Lnscrurate things

about home schoclurs. : -

You claim B0R of home schoolers are not doing their dutiew.
Enciosed iw a letter from Dr Lockwood Bmith stating that in (
#l] thwe time the EAD did review homs schoclers, oniy two were'
thought ramius encugh to cancel swemption certificatws.
Estimatus of the.number of home schoolers in NI rangs from
A000 to 3000. Let us take the conservative fTigure. Two is
anty 0.0t of 4000, not E20N. EBomebody has inflatad the truth
by a Tactor of 400, Do you purhaps have accasm to statistics
not genarally known? We would appraciate and respsctfully
ruquest withar al the sourcs of your 20% figurw, b) a public
retraction of the £20% claim, or c! your partnership in taking
the Dtago Dally Times reportsr to task.

Hhers do thase stories oripinate atouk home schoclmes simply
kaaping their children homs to babysit and do chorew? Ef -
that is what they wars wanting te doy why would they go
through all the intimidation of an extenmive and probing
wight-page questicnaire to gain a certificate of axwmption to
then have theiy detalls recorded in mpecial files by both the
Ministry and thw ERC, knowing thay would e on the 1ist feor &
prriodle review? Surely the move would be Yo wimply kuwp
them homw and not say anything., Thers 1z & much larger group
tapparantly dolng mxactly that of which home schoolars are
being saccusmwd) for whom you should be much mere concernsds
the thousandm of pyblic wcheol children who arw simply
winsing. {(Ses mnclosed articls and statements by Margarset
Aurtin, )

1 once ashed (Pawt President of the Principals’ Federation)
Pat Lynch his source of similar stories. He told me that he
had swwn reports of such things in a publication while
touring the USA, ant thought to himswlf that 1f such thingws
arw happsning in the USA among home schoolwrs, it wtands to
reason they will be happsning in NI as well. If anacdotal
avideance of a zimilar pwdigree lies behind your reported
comments to thw Otago Dally Timwws, then we wiil look forward
to your full public retraction and apeleogy.

The reut of your rwported cosments about home schoolwra being
poorly parentwd familiss, schoocis pieking up the placew ard
Jumping homw schoolwrs in with trusnts and your missing
children are tontemptible and lrrwsporsible.  You must wurely
apolegise for thwaw. -

Almo wnelowed are four pages of sdited newspapsr wlippings.
Heading thuss will give you mer#ly one reason why sors and
mors parsnts sre taking up thelr Bod-given vanponaibiliities
4o train up their own children at homes wsending tham to the
public schoolw iu beginning, very sadly, to renwmble
duliberate child abuse.

Yours faithfully,

C%Q Smitha

The firgt reply.

Balmoral Schuol
Tainui Strcet
TOKOROA

24 August 1994
NZPF 7

HEW ZEALANG

Crlg 8. Smiih
PIIHCTPALS FEDERALICH

Chtistlan Home Schoolera of New Zenlsnd
4 ‘I'nwa Street
PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Mr Smith

1 have for reply yuur'lcucr {0 John Flemlng, National President New Zealand Principels’
Federation of 20 Avgust 1994, relating to comments atiributed to Mr Fleming In the Gtago
Dally Times of Salurdsy 13 August 1994,

| have read with interest hoth your letler, and the sccompanying news ollppinga. 1n wkth the
figures altilbuted to John Fleming and siate that as 1 July 1994 thers wers 4,074 chlldren
legally pted from the Education System for Homa Schooling cessons, This number has
been abtained from the Minlstry of Bducation snd fa their sclual statistle based on | July
tetums. In addition they Inform me thas following discussbons with the Home Schoolers
Assaciation of New Zesland. it Is betleved that approximately another 1.000 children sre
been Home Sch *Infi I”

led In an arrADE;
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[ belleve shat the figure of 20% quoted by John Fleming Is nol as s quoted in the Otngo
Dailly Timen retated to.1he fallure of Home Schooling [amilies, but rather refates to the
perceninge of children whoe wese able tn be vislted by BRO wndet the previously applylng
Aysem. This figure of 17% which I have quoted was &t & much lower base figure of
Ministry of Educatl 7 of Home Schooling slnce the pe ge i have quoted was
found {rom cortespondence sent Lo the Minkstry during Iste 1993,

There s no doubt that the majorlty of Home Sch g prog! ara an John
Fleming has mentioned In his article, There is however, and this should be of grest concem
to any organisation dealing n the educstion of children, a aumber of people, who [alled to
take thelr obligatlons either serlously, or treat the edueation of their children with the concern
such an activily deserves,

It will not have escaped your sttention, that very often children do not share the bellefs,
aspirations, ar fndeed the intentfons of thelr pasente. There are children from Home
Schooling sliuatinns, who st a Iater piage In life wish 10 move toto the more teaditdunal
schooling system aad contlnue thelr education there, Thete sre also occasjony when patents
wish children to make the same move [or a varlety of [amily reasons.

. A8 you wlil be awsre the schooling syatein hos ao criterin (ot relusing either the children
ot parenta of such children the right ta make much 2 move, and aar do we seek that right,
It should however be accepled that often, partlcularly where Home Schooling has heen
unsuccessful, thera are major deticlts In the childs schouling, which requice the rpplieation
of large amounts of searce teacher and teacher alde time ax well as Anancisl resources which
ate over sireiched now in many schools.

The point which the Federation attempts to make, and [or which [t makes nn excuse for
muking Is that same system s required 1o ensure that the sight 1o education of New Zealand
children s not wilfully squendered.

1 wm sure that the sentiments 1 have expressed In this letter will come as no surprise to you,
alnce [ kave weitten on previous occaslons on a similar veln. There Ia hawever one scetiun
of your response which 1 find disconcerting. That Is thai in the materla! you have sent me
conslsting of clipplngs [rom various Newapapers highlighting matters which ate weong kn our
education system, there appears (o be quite 8 large emphasis on people whose views you
would appear to disagree with, Can [ say to you that this it a luxury which schools
themselves can not afford. We ate of courss govemed by the Human Righis Act, 2ad a3 a
result wa aro [orced to deal with all of the prople who come 10 us to take part In whst L is
wa have to olfer.

I v;ould hope that a body of "Christlan” Home Schoolers™, would be able &0 Jook an many
of thess (alilngs with & grest desl more charity than npperin to be the case presently.

Finally can | make the observation also, that eventually your children, and the children of
all other Home Schoelers n thls country will be forced to live In the same world as the rest
of us. [t wlll come as no surprise fo you to find cut that the same problems, and concerns
which cuttently fece you will face them, [t Is the vlew of many Teachers, Principals and
parents, thet chiidren face whis best when they form part of the wider community group
which makes up the population of this country.

Thank you for writing to me ngaln on this matter.

DP" . i

Youra Sincerely

Dave Winefleld
National Secretary

‘I never received the first reply.
I wrote the exact same letter some
months later but got a whole new reply.

Bnlmural Schonl NEW ZEALAMS) P F

’ PANCIPALY" FEDERATION
TOKOROA _ i

by
A

Talnui Street

16 Fehroaty 1995

Craig Smith

Nativnal Dlrecior

Christion Hnme Schoolers of New Zealand
4 Tawn Sireet

PALMERSTGN NORTH

Dear Mr Smith

§ am responding to your letter of 7 February 1995 to vur President Mr Fleming regarding
remarks made in August 1994 on Home Schoofing.

1 have gearched our archives and note that & reply was drafted and [urwarded to you from
my Office on 24 Augumt 1994, A copy ol this response (s now enclosed for your
Informatlon.

Tt never censes iy emaze me hiow many penple in this country adbere 1 the vld political view
thni you should never spoli a gnod siory with the facts. The facis (rom our point of view
ate elmply this. There are a number of people who have chosen Home Schoollng as an
optlen for thelr chiliren. The grest majordty of these preople use this epportunity wisely, and
the resalis [or thelr children ate excellent, There b & group of people whe do nel vte the
appoctunities wisely, snd for whom the Home Schooling experience Is lor thelr children an
unimitigated disaster.

Continued--see Correspondence, Page 24
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In the Next Issue of Keystone: - Correspoudence (From Page 23)
# DI‘ Smith. CO ll‘lments 011 SupeI‘ViSOl'y ’ Whelher these children ace prit of a fncmal Hume Schoellng arrangement ot nol muiiera it
unz UL in tar opfnion. Whe is of concemn, the traditfonal onling ein. Jeaplae:
' AHO wance.: aig ther [+ Strlngs attached? by |i|=m'; in lh:! llumeschm:lingo mrs::menlfiil::;un rlerr:u:lrcdn rlr:: |tsu:a’r§:‘ rr.mﬂnz; l:
i repair domnge which it had fo hand in creating. ) .
1 sm sure 1hat you will pot b 4 that we do not regile [ he positi clated
# Tough Q 8l bhould We as Chr IStlanS by Jehn Fleming at il n:m :kiu:fpen:r:akc :ny :mluly lrmmelt::;rl‘:vl n:nr :ule‘(’lr; :ll}:::re::ng
accept the SupeI’VISO ry Anowance‘? wlih nur Minister un thia pasileutar point. .

T nete that our poslthon by a positlen which Is shared by an organisstion called Hume

. Schovlers of New Zealand, and who at % tme of your correspondence hod aisa wrilten o
# KomOdo Dragons u$ supporling our stance fn this paniculer matter.
. You cnn theeelore take it from me, that we will be accopting neither uf the theee options yuy
T put [onward In vour letter of cither the source of {a) the 20% figure, (which { belleve s
# Cu§t0m _flttmg a Pfogramme for the' R clearly sctout n the denlt of my originnl lever hed), {b) making any publlic ction or
Ieamlng dlsabled Chlld [zth asslsting ¥ou in laking the Otngo Daily Times reporter o task.

attitude to this matter, | intend 1o wrn the owber cheek, decide that a sew vear and new

Children { M;%&kd

Mational Secrefary S

# Home Schooling and the Millenium

# Profile of a Home Schooling Support

Group More to come in next issue of Keystone

Don’t miss it. Subscribe Now!

(Roundup from page 20)

Have you got some second hand Konos Curniculum 1nater1als? If so, please contact Fiona at
PO Box 33, Sefton, ph/Fax (03) 312-9844.

Keystone subscribers can have 30 words of advertising for FREE. It is 10 cents a word’
afler that. Send your ad in along with your subscription. If advertising second-hard materials,
clearly state titles, authors and/or publishers, subject matter, age groups or academic level for which
it is appropriate, condition of the material (like new, slightly used, moderately used, heavily used,
taity), expected price or price range and of course your contact details. Payment in 450an and 80cent
postage stamps is acceptable.

(Continudd—-See CHomeS Roundup, page 10}

TKEEREPINRIRS AT HOME '

. . . “A Titus 2 correspondence club for
Viewers 'EOI" Televiswn Exce]lence Christian women who are 'Keepers at liome',
Vote is an pr_gamsa_tlon which bcgan i : For more information, contact :
Wanganui in April 1994. Mes D MeAL]
? Ca agw . . cAlister
* Vote's initial concern is the reduction of 66 Hall st
television violence. : o i
* Vote is a nation-wide network with contacts in . _
most urban centres. "ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER IN THE LORD"

* Vote is an wnbrella organisation for action.
For more information, please contact:
J. Terris
PO Box 558, Wanganui
ph. (06) 345-7101

Christian Home Schoolers of NZ Page 24 ' March 1995 |

Rathet | inlend 1o take frum my Sunday Schuat experfence what ! betieve to he a Chisndan

# Dr L. Cockayne, a founder of NZ science, | Bvention Spstem I o Sovey s o bew cible esui fo s lfor hes ks,
our greatest botamst, and a 1101‘116 SChOOlCI‘. thelr parcnts inake and thelt teachcrs make.
’ - A ) Yours Sineerely
# Home Schooling Other Peoples LA
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