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Editorial
Thanks so mmch for your k:lnd
words, encouragement

subscriptions in response to thc
first issue of the new loock Keystone.
Because of some very generous support from our
advertisers, we are able to get this second issue
out to almost 850 home schooling families so
you can see what it is going to be like. But this

is the last one that can be sent under that

arrangement. If you want to continue receiving
Keystone, you will need to subscribe. {(See
page 7 for details.)

I apologise for not having some of the features in
this issue I promised in the last issue, but to
accurately cover the urgent developments from
the Parliamentary Report of the Education and
Science Select Committee, some articles had to
be dropped and still eight pages had to be added!

At this point perhaps you should read the exerpts
from the Report and the interview with the
Committee’s Chairman on pages 22 - 27, so that
the following comments will make sense. The
Picot Report of 10 May 1988 said, "7.7.4 Each
successive Education Act since 1877 has
mcluded the RIGHT of citizens to educate their
own children..." It went on to suggest home
schoolers be given access to the Correspondence
School and be paid the same allowance received
by Correspondence School families. The Ed.
Act today simply states that an Exemption
Certificate may be given by the MOE ‘“if
satisfied that the person will be taught at least as
regularly and well as in a registered school.”
The key words, “satisfied”, "regularly” and
"well” are not defined anywhere. The
Committee’s recommendations (page 23) may be
an attempt to define "satisfied" and “well" m
terms of the National Curriculum Guidelines.
While these NCG’s may scem perfectly all right
to Christian Home Schoolers AT PRESENT, if
we accept the premise that the Government can
impose curriculum guidelines upon us, it allows
future govermments to "fine tune” those "guide-
lines" and so force us to teach things we would
never willingly choose to teach. Resist the
NCG’s! Ancther recommendation hopes we
have become dependent on the Supervisory
Allowance so they can use it to herd us into the
NCG fold. Resist this move. Turn to the Action
Station (page 32) and write as suggested, please,
to preserve our home schooling freedoms.
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Letters

Travelling Keystone

Please find enclosed a cheque for our
subscription to Keystone. 1 apologise for not
using the original form, but I have sent the
newsletter to a new home schooling friend in the
North Island. I thought she may want to
subscribe herself! Keystone was sent to me from
a friend in South Canterbury! Thank you for the
encouragement and the very appropriate articles
in the newsletier. All the articles are well worth
reading. And I appreciate the fact that it will
keep me in touch with the NZ scene for home
schoolers. My mother who is slightly hesitant
about me home schooling, read some of the
articles and was very interested in some points.
So thanks for help in that area too!l!

God’s blessing on you and your family, and

~ those involved with putting Keystone together.

Sandra Faleatna
Dunedin

Self Policing?

We are very pleased and encouraged to
receive the latest “Keystone". 1 believe a
magazine, such as "Keystone”, is very relevant
and needed for homeschooling families in New
Zealand. We will gladly subscribe for the next 2
years.

This is our fourth year of schooling our four
children at home, ages 8-15 years. The past 3
1/2 years have been the hardest, most enjoyable,
rewarding, encouraging, and most stressful years
of our lives! And I must say, it is well worth all
the effort. _

I do have a query for you to ponder. As the
E.R.O. no longer visit homeschooling families,
is there some way of "policing” ourselves as
homeschoolers? More for a setting of a high
standard, than to prove we can actually teach our
own children. Do we really need to protect ocur

reputation? Your thoughts on thiz would be
apprecmted Yours in Christ.
Marcus & Jan Foster
Tokoroa.

(Peter Butler & 1 endeavour to address this issue
under "Tough Questions”, page 18.--Ed.)

Writing with Discretion

I read with interest the corres ce
between you and Dave Winefield, National
Secretary of New Zealand Principals’Federation,
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in the first issue of "Keystone”.

I couldn’t help feeling Dave Winefield had a
point, when he made the comment, "I would
hope that a body of "Christian” Home Schoolers
would be able to look on many of these failings
with & great deal more charity than appears to be
the case presently.” '

I think that emotive comments like,
"...sending them {our children) to the public
schools is beginming, very sadly, to resemble
deliberate child abuse," are unbelpful. In the
view of home educators this comment is indeed
true, but it is unhelpful when this same comment
is directed towards a person like Dave Winefield.
It obviously does nothing to help him view home
educators in a positive light, and probably does
more to enhance a negative view of home
education and home educators.

1 think CHomeS could best serve the interests
of home educators by actively and unashamedly
promoting the obvious benefits of home
education, in whatever quarters it deems
appropriate.

CHomeS is doing a great job and might even
be able to do an even better job by resisting the
temptation to openly criticise the failings of our
public education system, to the face of people
like Dave Winefield. Afier all home educators
aren’t perfect either and don’t need to be
criticised by people who have not committed
themselves to assisting them to overcome their
failings.

Education officials and home educators alike,
kmow the failing of our public education system.
Let’s not waste any time criticising public
education, to the face of officials who are
committed to upholding this system. Instead let’s
direct our time and energy to promoting the
benefits of home education, and where
appropriate encourage these officials in the areas
where they are benefitting home education.

Brent Curtis
Auckland

Encouraged & Challenged
Congratujations on your first Keystone, We
have been encouraged, challenged and pleased by
the contents. Please find enclosed a subscription
for this year.
Thankyou for all the hard work you have put

mto Keystone.
Gary & Barbara Bisley
Napier
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We appreciate it!

We were very pleased to receive the first
issuie of the new look “"Keystone" and are
delighted to support it by taking out 2 2 year
subscription. Thank-you for all the initiative
you've put into this venture on behalf of New
Zealand  Christian Homeschoolers. We
appreciate it} We also look forward to being able
to contribute in some way in the future.

John & Christine Windsor
Mt Albert

No Evanjellyfish Here!

A fellow home schooler gave us a copy of
your Keystone newsletter. Please find enclosed
our cheque to cover the 2 year subscription.

My wife Anna home schools our eldest,
Todd, 5yrs. We also have twins, Jay & Luke 3
1/2 years. Todd is doing Carey college’s
correspondence programme.

I was interested to read your column
"Theologically Speaking", a concise & forthright
view of fundamentalism, also mentioning New
Evangelicalism. It wasn’t until I saw the context
of the column’s purpose in the index that I
understood its intention. I do trust that you will
cover in forthcoming issues the current definition

‘and history of the New Evangelical movement

also. The intention & attitude of evangelicalism
is no longer where you keft off.

Perhaps evangelicalism today is best seen in
Billy Graham crusades and the like. (I'm
speaking of a movernent in general--not of all or
everyone claiming to be evangelical.) Billy
Graham thinks sodomites are born that way & it
is a genetic programming. He rejects the
doctrine of original sin and justification by faith
ALONE. He has very strong tics ‘o Roman
Catholicism & enjoys "the Mass". In the Jan ’95
issue of The Baptist Challenge, Billy Graham
said, "I used to believe that pagans in far off
countries were lost, were going to hell, if they
did not have the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached
to them." He went on to say that perhaps they
could reach God through nature, etc.

Dr Harold J Ockenga who was the leader of
the New Evangclical movement when it began
stated that there need be wo dichotemy between
the personal gospel and the social gospel. With
that as an indicator we see now the fruit of the
movement, in that it is now back to where the
fundamentalists originally parted company with
liberals. Ecumenism, liberalism and an emphasis
on social reforms and dialogue are the order of
the day.

May 1995



D U

I for one am not ashamed to be called a
fundamentalist (can’t you tell?) Who cares what
the news media make us out to be. But back to
home schooling. QOur humanistic thinkers,
governments and atheiatic leaders are all
fundamentalists for their own cause—-no
compromise in their ranks, no dialogue with
others, no "tolerance”. No, sir, they are 100%
sold out to destroy Christianity, Christians, the
Biblical home and homeschoolers. No
evanjellyfish here. Should we be anything less
than fundamentalists for cur Loxd?

R & A Mclean
Stratford

We Aren’t Nuts

I would like to subscribe to Keystone. I found
it very interesting and supportive, makes me feel
I am not insane after all.

Barbara Moore
Havelock North

Christians and the State

Thanks for the newlook newsletter. Great
stuff! As to the question about Christians staying
in the State school...] think it depends a lot on
the child. If the child is a strong, sincere
Christian, who sees him or herself as salt and
light in a dark and tasteless place, then by all
means, they should be there. But if the child is
easily swayed by peer pressure, quick to bend
with pressure and not really committed to Jesus,
they should stay away, otherwise they will be
molded and squeezed into the shape of the

"world."

I see no harm in accepting Supervisory
Allowances, provided the State leaves me to
teach the way [ want to, under Biblical
guidelines. But if the S.A. came with strings
attached which interfered with my work, I
wouldn’t touch them.

Richard Gunther
Timaru

Preparing for Eternity

Thank you so much for your ministry to
home schoolers through CHomeS and now also
through Keystone.

Your feature article, "Christian Home
Schoolers at the Cutting Edge® was excellent!
We both agree that the family is the training
ground for bringing up Godly children. Sadly,
many parents seem to have abandoned home and
family to pursue other interests. However in
recent years, God has been moving amongst His
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people which has resulted in a remarkable
increase of parents choosing to educate their
children at home. We believe that by keeping
our children at home, that we are able to impart
Godliness both by example and instruction.
We have a long term vision for our children.

It goes beyond preparing them for adulthood.
We feel that we are preparing them for eternity!
H we were to send our children to worldly
institutions for their education, then we would be
placing them in a position where they would
become vulnerable to influences that could
jeopardize their eternal destiny.

There are many other effective ways to reach
the children in the state schools. Bible in schools,
Campus Life, after school clubs are just a few of
the many ways that the gospel is being spread
amongst these children. It seems far more
appropriate for mature Christian aduits to be a
witness for Jesus amongst those children.

Keep up the good work, Craig.

Brent % Delwyn McAlister
Greymouth

More Informed

Thanks so much for this publication and all
of the accompanying mformation. I've been
longing to be more informed and to know what’s
available out there. You’re a blessing.

Chris & Janice Wills
Wairoa

Common Criticism

Enclosed is $20 as our subscription to
Keystone--we thoroughly enjoyed the latest &
pray that God will bless you as you seek 1o serve
the Christian Homeschoolers in NZ. We
especially were encouraged by the article
“Tough Questions-- Shoukin’t Our Children Be
Salt & Light in the Public Schools” as this is a
common criticism of home schools.

Brent & Kathy Scarle
Nelson

Thought Provoking
' We have enjoyed reading the new Keystone
newsletter. You have a wonderful way of
writing--thought provoking & challenging and in
such a mammer it is inobvious. May God really
bless you in this area of your life for it is a
wonderful skilt you have. Thanks for the
information contained in Keystone too!
Brenda Evans
Tokomaru
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Home Schoolers
Did It !

Dr Leonard Cockayne, Frs.
(1855-1934), a founder of NZ science, our
greatest botanist, and a scientist who in his day
had a world ranking. Cockayne was born in
England but after arriving in New Zealand in
1881, except for visits to our Subantartic Islands,
never again travelled overseas. He qualifies as a
dinkurn Kiwi and all his achievements in science
were accomplished in New Zealand. He never
graduated from a university but did take some
fragmentary courses. His early education was
primarily from a governess at his home near
Sheffield in Yorkshire. His doctorate was an
honorary degree from the University of Munich
and was awarded for his contributions to
botanical science. Similarly his Fellowship of
the Royal Society of London (F.R.S.) was based
on his achievements, not on his formal academic

training.!

During Cockayne’s formative years as a
member of William and Mary Cockayne’s family
of five sons and two daughters "It mmst be
pointed out emphatically that the little boy was
dependent on his own resources, for he had
hardly a playmate.

His brothers and sisters, too, were far older than
he, the eldest being 25 or upwards and his father
was in his middle fifties”.

Cockayne emphasized his dislike for school,
"even yet, at an advanced age, almost the worst
dreams he suffers from are those where he is
once more a boy at boarding school.” Cockayne
was "inoculated with the first germs of learning”
at the hands of a governess, and when the
discipline of arithmetic was suggested "tears and
loud expostulations came to his aid and Miss
Law, the housekeeper rushed into the room,
rescued him from the indignity of addition and
subtraction, and conveyed him to a well filled
pantry where he was regaled on home-made
Queen’s cakes and other delicacies acceptable to
his rather catholic appetite...In his home were
many books and the family were book-lovers.
Reading aloud was a frequent pastime by
members of the family...so from an early age he
was in an atmosphere of literature. including
poetry, the dramas, travels and the works of the

Christian Home Schoolers of NZ

Page 6

great Victorian novelists.”2

Cockayne disliked his schooling intensely. His
rather fragmentary education was along classical
lines, but he was to some extent self-taught, and
it is clear his older sisters and brothers
contributed to his education. His book, "New
Zealand Plants and Their Story”, first published
in 1910, became possibly one of the most
important books in New Zealand bioclogical
literature. A.D. Thomson’s Paper on Cockayne
lists 44 Honours, Awards and Appointments
confirming his pre-eminence in New Zealand
plant science.

Notes:

1. From a paper by A.D. Thomson, Botany
Division, DSIR, Christchurch, 17 Oct 199].

2. Portions within quotes are from Cockayne’s
own autobiographical notes.

All of us readers of Keystone would love to
hear of your home schooling accomplishments
and achievements, no matter what field they are
in. (Just drop me the shortest of notes, and I
would be happy to ring to get the details from
you for inclusion in this colummn.--C.Smith, Ed.)

-

' Science Experiments
Physics Experiments

If vou lve between Warkworth

and Central N.1,

Then I will bring to your area™

—~Chemicals and Equipment
~25 years of teaching experience
—~Tutoring in Mathematics &
Physics up to tertiary level

For more information:

Phone: (09) 520-3501

Write: Graeme Stewart

54 Spencer Street
Auckland 1005

* = Subject 10 numbers to cover travel costs

L J
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(FOREMOST)

Martus MADE FuN.

Introducing the Foremost Producis range of Audio Cassette and Aclivity

book sets that will make learning fun and exciting!

“Rap Wity THE FACTS"

A musical explanation of basic mathematical concepts that encourages problem solving
and tests memorisation of maths facts.

MU.-'. TIPLICATION an upbeat contemporary tune “Rappin With The Facis™ helps children memorise
mulliplication facts through to the twelve limes iables. Includes a 24 page book iilled with worksheets.
time tests, and fun problem solving challenges! Children wili leam their multiplication facts with the
answers given on Side 1 of the lape. Side 2 gives the facts without the answers so children can practice
their skills. A fun way to present times tables i 8 fo 13 year oids.

ADMMN This lively contemporary music lape heips children memorise addition facts up to sums of

1B, Inchudes a 24 pege book filled with worksheets, lime tests, and fun problem solving challengest
Children 5 to 12 years of age will enjoy leaming their addition latts on Side I of the tape. Side 2 has
the sums wilhoul the answers given so children can praciice their skills, The book adds another

dimension in reinlorcing their skills.

SUB TRACTION Space is the theme as students blast off to learn subtraction facts up to sums of 18,

Includes a 24 page book filled with worksheets, time tests, and fun problem solving challenges! The
audiocassctie tape has the answers to sums on Side 1. Side 2 has the sums withoul the answers given
so children can practice their skills. A great way for children aged 5 to 12 to leam their subtraction facts.

DMSfO” Dinosaurs add interest as students aged 8 to 13 learn their divislon facts. Side 1 teaches

the concept of division while Side 2 drills division as it relates 16 multiplication. The tape includes review
of multiplication lacts. The 24 page book is filled with worksheets, time tests, and {un problem solving
chaflenges!

“A LiTTLE RHYTHM, RHYME, AND READ"

This new Early Childhood Series was awarded the U.S.A. National
Parenting Centre Seal of Approuval!

COI! OURS AND SHAPES Teach children colour names and basicshapes through & variety of
oniginal and familiar sing-along songs, This tape and book set includes a 45 minule audiocassatle tape
full of songs and & 24 page aclivity book filled with art projects. lesson plans and shect music. A fun
way for children 2 1o 6 years of age to learn their colours and shapes.

[EITER S AND HUMBERS Vivid sound eflects and easy lo sing melodies teach children Jelter

names and numerical sequences. This tape and book et indudes a 45 minule audiocassetie tape and a
24 page aclivity book filled with sheet music, lesson plans and ar projects, A great set {or children aged
2 to 6 years of age.

RAVE Reviews!

“Each casselte (Rap with the Facts] helps children lo masier their maths [acls by solting them 1o rap
music. The rapping is light, cheery, and dearly enunciated rather than the driving, pounding style we
usually associale with rap.” Cathy Dulfy « Publisher - “Christlan Home Educafor’s Manuals™
U.5.A.

“The simple lyrics and lamiliar tunes will have your child singing along. This will help your child leam
their lefters and number by name long before they recogniee them by sight, [Letters and Numbers)™,
“{Colours and Shapes} has something for both parent and child!” Parent Councll, LTD. U.5.A.
Jenuary 1994,

Educational Resources Make An Impact On Children For A -Lifctime!

Send Order To:

Name Foremost Products
Foremost Distribution
Address P.Q. Box 12039
Chartwell Square
City Hamilton.
Phone number
Descriplion Price each | Quantity | Total |
Rap With the Facts - Multiplication set $14 maGsT.
- Rap With the Facls - Addition set $14 mnaGsT.
Rap With the Facts - Subtraclion set $14 65T
Rap With the Facts - Division set $14 inciG5T.
Rhythm, Rhyme, and Read - Leflers and Numbers set | 514 wna6sT.
Bhylhm, Rhyme, and Read - Colours and Shapes sel {$14 incigsT.

Post & Packaging| $3.00

Total to pay

Dlanca malrs rhosnsae navahla tha Carameact Misdteilooa#lon



Christian Home Schoolers of NZ

A Review of the Education
and Science . Committee’s
Recommendations

by Craig Smith
{First be sure to read the Committee’s Report on
page 22.)

#1 This is what the MOE is supposedly already
doing through the eight-page exemption
application form. The Act does not require
home schoolers to follow any particular course.

#2 This is just what used to be done from the day
the ERO was created. It stopped the reviews due
to lack of resources and manpower. Where will
they get the extra resources and manpower to
re-introduce reviews and to conduct more
thorough investigations implied in #1?

#3 I would suggest this is a meaningless re-
quirement. We have to show that our children
are "at least” at the same level as state educated
children. Read the papers for a week and you
will find stories of academic as well as social and
moral failures among children in state schools.
Just producing these clippings should suffice to
fulfill this recommendation.

#4 This one is pew. It it totally imquitous and
impractical. Will those home schoolers who do
not accept the Supervisory Allowance be sent a
bill? The intention is clearly to intimidate those
who have Dbecome psychologically and/or
financially dependant upon the SA to agree to
follow the National Curricolum Gudelines. As
home schooling grows the ERO will be less able
to conduct reviews for the same reasons they
cannot conduct them now: no time, no money.
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Over a Cuppa

Teaching Other Peoples’
Children: Part I

>

Ian & Wendy Wilson and their only son Samuel,
9, (Names have been changed to protect
privacy) home school in the Auckland area. Ian
is a tradesman and Wendy is a trained teacher.
She saw what could be done with children when
you had time for individual attention in a country
school where she had only 12 children and taught
those same 12 for four years. Then she taught in
a city school class room with 35 children. She
saw the bright children stinted in their potential.
She saw the average and slower children wilt for
lack of individual attention because you can only
do so much and sometimes even less when there
is a disruptive child or two in the class. it was at
this point that Wendy decided she would never
want to put her own child into such a system.

By Craig Smith

So when she began home schooling Sarmuel, they
were the only ones doing so in their part of town.

Then Freddie. two vears younger than Sammel,
was brought around. Could Wendy help him
out? He had been at school a whole year and he
still could not even form the letters of the
alphabet, and mnow his behaviour was
deteriorating. OK, she agreed, but for only four
mornings a week.

Later on another parent came along, whose
marriage had broken up. She brought Conner
who was exceptionally bright, and the same age
as Freddie. During his second year at school
Conner seemed only to be going backwards, and
his behaviour was getting really bad. Wendy
directed them elsewhere. But they came back,
with tears in their eyes, please teach my son!
Righty-o, we'll give it a try.

It was on a Sunday night, three weeks before the
Christmas holidays when their guard was down,
when another set of parents, the husband being a
workmate of Ian's, rang up about their
13-year-old daughter! She was becoming unruly
and rebellious. And she wasn’t Ilearning
anything, Both parents worked full time. Surely
a girl of this age would not want to be in the
same class as three tearaway boys half her age?
Nevertheless, Kathy joined the Wilson home
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school for the three weeks to the end of the year.

Fortunately Samuel was able to work fairly
independently. Freddie required independent
attention. Conner went from being incompetent
in most subjects to being a full year ahead in
maths after only 6 months. The challenge was to
keep enough work in front of him, he chewed
through it at such a pace. Kathy had developed
the habit of just stumbling along when she didn’t
understand anything and would never ask for
help. I tumed out that she was well behind
Samuel. Comner soon passed her. She was
probably only behind Freddie in reading except
that he was more aware of when he needed help.
After eight years in school, she was six years
behind! She had epilepsy which meant she
wasn’'t with it some times, but would tme in later
on. FEven so, after two weeks in the Wilson'’s
home school she herself declared she had learned
more in those eight days that during a whole year
at school. Her parents couldn’t belicve the 180
degree turn-around in her attitude since she was
now even cooking meals at home for when her
parents returned from work. And she liked the
home school situation, even though she was
being taught, for the most part, the same things
as the boys. At this stage the parents asked if
Kathy could join the Wilson home school again
next year. "OK, we’ll see what we can do.”

It was only meant to be four mornings a week.
Wendy made it clear that the children’s education
was ultimately the parents’ responsibility, not
hers. She also explained her philosophy that
education is life and that she was only helping
out in the formal academic area. However,
Wendy was taking Samuel to Music sessions and
to the library on Mondays, Art on Tuesdays and
Gymnastics on Thursdays, so the others came
along as well. Wendy and Samuel really tried to
keep Wednesday afiernoons and Fridays just for
themselves.

The competition, especially from Conner, was
pushing the others along. They would all sit for
the same reading/ discussion sessions in Bible,
history, science or whatever and then turn
around to their desks for individual work. But
Conner turned out to be a hyperactive smart alec.

He would taunt and tease the others because
they weren't as smart as he. Now if Samuel cut
up, Wendy could deal with him fairly smartly
and effectively, being her own son. However,
with other peoples’ children you have to take a
different tack, especially when these other people
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do not share the same faith or value system as
was the case here. Wendy finally mentioned it to
Conner's mum...in fact, she put the ball into her
court. It appeared that Samuel had been
complaining that if he behaved like Comner did.
he'd get the strap. Commer’s mum subsequently
ammounced, without explanation, that she had
come for Comner’s books. She thanked Wendy
for all she had done and then left. They haven't
been back.

Wendy does charge a daily rate, but it is less
than the rate she has to pay the housekeeper to
come m to do the chores she cannot get around
to herself. Being a trained teacher has not been
an advantage as far as she can tell. She does not
want to change her home into a school, although
they did have to build the desks, get a white
board and make sure they started at the same
time each morning. She of course doesn’t have
the same amount of time to give exclusively to
Samuel. He liked it when she did, especially
because he could get his Mum to read to him,
rather than him reading. He could get her to help
him compose sentences rather than him working
them out on his own. He has been forced to
become more independent in his studies, which
up to a point has been good for him.

Discipline is a bit of a problem, since all the
. children come from such different backgrounds,

none of which match the Wilson’s., But they

reckon they are sowing the seeds of faith in their

visitors since their attitude toward "religion" is
" not the negative one it used to be.

All in all Wendy says there are definite positives
and definite negatives to home schooling other
peoples’ children. The issue which looms largest
in her mind is to do the best she can for all the
children. Anvone else thinking about teaching
other peoples’ children at home should weigh up
the pros and cons as they see them for their own
situation.

Says Wendy, "Believing that discretion is the
better part of valour, { don't say “Yes’ initially,
but, “We'll give it a try for a few weeks.” The
fact that Samuel is an only child made us more
open to the idea, and there have been definite
advantages for him. However, the more children
I take on needing a great deal of individual
attention, the less effectively I do what 1
originally set out to do--educate my own child.
At what stage does he become disadvantaged? It
would be very comfortable to be brought well
adjusted, capable children from good Christian
homes, but that’s not how it is. So it becomes a
question of how much service we can be of to
others while still fulfilling cur primary aim and
responsibility.

"If we feel there is room for one or two more,
should we only consider taking children from
familics who share our world view, or do we
give others the opportunity tc hear the gospel and
fit in? We ourselves feel there is a place for the
latter provided that such children are prepared o
conform. Who can tell what God may do for our
visitors? QOur prayer as we begin ocur studies
each day is that God would bless each of us in
our learning so that we would live lives that
honour and glorify Him.”

CREATION SCIENCE FAMILY CAMP

22 - 26 January
at Teapot Valley Camp, Nelson
* Overseas and local speakers * children's programme e field trips * outdoor activities ®

Camp fees for cabin accommodation:
Discount rates for caravans and tents

For pre-registration or ehquiries: Cherryl Robins, Creation Science Foundation (NZ),
215 Bleakhouse Road, Howick, AUCKLAND.

1996

$110 per adult, $86 per child

Ph. 534 8914. Fax. 537 4818
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Tough Questions _ _
People Throw
Your Way

Question No. 1:

Now that the ERO is no longer
reviewing homeschoolers, different
groups are calling for a closer look at
all homeschoolers.  Should we be

thinking of orgamsing our own
"self-policing” or "self-reviewing”

agency before the State comes up with
something which could possibly be

more oppressive?

An answer from:

Peter Butler,

23 Harrisville Rd.,

Tuakau, ph. (09} 236-8990.

(Peter was a teacher and headmaster in NZ state
schools for 35 years. Since 1983 he has devoted
himself to the needs of homeschooling parents
through CHESM [Christian Home FEducation
Support Ministries] which is a voluntary
association of parents who are seeking a Christ-
centred and Bible-based education for their
children. Support is given through prayer,
letters, personal contact, newsletters, provision
of a Christian Curriculum and Parents Guide,
specific programmes of work, resource
materials, professional advice, testing and
evaluation of children. CHESM does not offer a
"package type" curriculum, but as each family is
unique, all assistance given is designed to meet
individual requirements, especially through an
integrated and thematic approach as part of a
total lifestyle. This have been developed in more
recent vears through the "Living Beyond
Conformity” series.)

Why Patch Up Government Mistakes ?

As 1 see it there are two issues which have to be
considered. The first was well debated at the
time of the charter business a few years ago--the
responsibility God has given to us parents for our
children’s education, whether we do it curseives
or delegate it to someone else. The State has
assimed that it has the right to make laws which
govern how our children are to be educated.

Christian Home Schoolers of NZ
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Having made the laws, it sets in place the
administrative procedures and consequent fiscal
restraints whereby the ERO is unable to carry out
its functions m reviewing homeschoolers.
Therefore the second issue arises--should
homeschoolers do anything to replace the ERO’s
default in those procedures which the
Government originally put in place? And if so,
what?

There is no point in debating the first issue here.
The second issue however is valid if for no other
reason than the fact that some homeschoolers
may take advantage of what is no longer there.
The reason why I have put the two issues
together is that as the State has taken on certain
“responsibilities” and is required to enforce
them, then it has to accept the consequences if it
can’t. Some have mentioned the possibility of an
increase in people whe may abuse their
exemption certificate requirements and so' give
homeschoolers a bad name. This could lead to
tightening controls over all homeschoolers and
especially future homeschoolers. Why should the
innocent suffer syndrome!

I personally am opposed to homeschoolers doing
anything to "patch up" the Govemment’s failure
to meet its self-imposed regulations. After all,
shouldn’t they be doing what they think they
should? To become an "agency" of the State
could well involve wrong motives and be
misinterpreted and misused in the future.

“Package programmes” such as ACE, ATI and
Carey College could say that those enrolled in
their programmes receive instruction “as regular
and as well..."” because, in a sense, this is part of
the package. However there is more to ERO’s
function than the "regular and well” bit. As we
all know, the wording of the Education Act and
the fine print of the MOE and ERO and those
who are supposed to interpret it, have created
many tensions in the past (and no doubt will do
80 in the future) as parents and officialdom come
face to face. If homeschoolers were to play some
sort of ERO role, a whole range of factors have
to be considered, e.g.

*The wide scope of programmes and approaches
used by homeschoolers

*Differing goals, expectations and philosophies
(especially when non-Christians are mnvolved)
*How would homeschoolers determine standards
and goals acceptable to all homeschoolers and the
State?

May 1995



*Who would do the monitoring? And how?

¥t seems likely that no one homeschooling body
could achieve agreement, so there would have to
be a number of different "agencies” doing the
monitoring .-

*Would not homeschoolers monitoring (in ERO
sense) other homeschoolers create undesirable
tensions? These tensions would certainly exist if
there was any sort of “contracting out of

services” of homeschooling review agencies to
the ERO.

The ERO is part of a political structure and is
tolerated by most homeschoolers. I don’t think
any homeschoolers group could, or should, be
part of that structure. [ certainly would not want
to be involved in any such situation.

So is there an answer?

The Local Support Group
1 think an answer lies in what has existed for
many years and is developing even more these
days, viz support groups. These fall into two
categories--groups that extend support all over
NZ, and the smaller local groups. Such groups
seemn to offer the following positives:
*Parents can exercise choice. They can be
associated with one or more groups, according to
their needs at any particular time.

" *¥They go some way to overcoming philosophical
differences and /or emphases.
*Parents can take the Initiative in asking for help
or advice, and they can also be in a position
where they can be helpful to others. There are
opportunities for sharing and giving.
*Hopefully in a good support group situation no

one, or no group, is going to carry out a
" "judgemental” type of review of the family’s
homeschooling. '

*Parents associated with support groups are less
likely to flounder around drawing attention to
themselves, and if they do then they are ignoring
opportunities which they can initiate, and they
can’t complam if they get the "chop”.
*QOpportunities are afforded for families to share
resources, sirengths, time, facilities, etc., and
these all contribute to a positive "image" as often
reported on in local newspapers, etc.

I know the MOE, in some parts of the country at
least, do give new homeschoolers details of
support groups.

for by the controls over the programmes which
are part of the conditions of enrolment, such as
parent training, seminars and rallies.

Conferences such as the ones Craig and Barbara
Smith of CHomeS have organized in the past are
all part of a responsible and positive image. 1
think there is room for more regionmal get
togethers--not necessarily highly structured and
"organized”, but providing opportunities to fan
sparks into flames.

One wvery important aspect to responsible
homeschooling (certainly from a Christian
perspective) is the need for strong convictions. If
these exist and are soundly based, there is less
possibility for airy-fairy programmes. Support
groups help develop and hone convictiens. It
may not elimmate "cranks", but those with strong
convictions will either find others of like mind to
support them, or they will have to stand alone.

Therefore the role of the ERO is quite different
to the role homeschoolers should play in
maintaining standards and responsible attitudes.
We're on different sides of the fence, and for
very different reasons.

So what is the ideal? I don’t know if there is any
one answer to this, However if we continue to
maintain an effective “"voice”, and if we are
always alert, then we can monitor, and take
action if need be, on any attempts the politicians
and bureaucrats may make In changing conditions
for homeschoolers.

A Strategy for Home Schoolers
by Craig Smith

In the past, when issues of national importance to
home schoolers have arisen, such as when the
Ministry of Education wanted to saddle us all
with individual home school charters, Peter
Butler, David Worboys of NZ Christian
Academy, Michael Drake of Carey College
Correspondence Programme, Glenys Jackson of
Keystone and Craig Smith of CHomeS would
advise each other of possible responses. From
there we would each fire off a notice through our

individual networks suggesting a course of
action.

This strategy seems to work and also maintains
the individual independence of all parties
concerned. It depends upon most home schoolers

As T've said above, families on "package type” having some contact with these
programmes are often automatically accounted
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various organisations, either directly or through
some other home schooler or support group. It
depends upon home schoolers taking the
responsibility of keeping themselves informed as
to the issues involved and the developments
taking place. It depends upon home schoolers
seekmg the Lord’s wisdom as to what stance or
conviction they should have regarding the issues.
It depends upon home schoolers being ready and
willing to act when the time comes.

It is a strategy that does not look for every
opportunity to wade into a public debate, but
instead reserves its amrumition and energies for
fighting the battles that really count. It is a
strategy that sees our strength in our diversity,
unified through a loose yet effective network.
This strength can manifest itself in the form of
hundreds of individual responses to the
politicians and powers that be from individual
home schooling families and local support groups
as well as from a few national organisations.

This strategy does not see it as an advantage to
have one large body which endeavours to speak
for all home schoolers. This would be very
convenient for the burcaucrats, but would it serve
the best interests and accurately reflect the mind
of each and every very unique home schooling
family? And let’s be practical here: wouldn’t
HUNDREDS Of letiers and faxes from every home
“school and support group in the country pikd on
the Minister’s desk be far more intimidat...l
mean, far more effective than one single letter
from a single home schooling group, no matter
how representative it may be?

This is a strategy which relies upon both unity
and diversity, just as the Body of Christ and the
Holy Trinity each reflect a close unity yet an
amazing diversity. We believe the essential unity
of all home schoolers is reflected in the diversity
of responses which, though many, still express
the desire that home schooling’s integrity be
maintained with a minimum of necessary
government involvement.

. In the present case, let every support group and
every family stidy the issues involved and keep
itself informed. Perhaps appoint a political
watchdog committee within your support group.
Develop friendly working relations with local
MOE and ERO people. "The price of freedom is
eternal vigilance. "

(Your comments upon this strategy are
warmly mvited.)
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Theologically
Speaking

Home Schooling and the Millennium

What we believe about the future, about the
meaning of the word, "millennium”, will affect
how we organise and direct our home schooling
time and how we perceive what we are trying to
accomplish.

The term "millennium" comes from one place in
the Scriptures, Rewvelation 20:2-7. Among
evangelical or born again Christians, it is
probably safe to say that the most popular belief
is that there will be a literal 1,000-year reign of
Christ which He will institute upon His physical
return to earth. He needs to return because the
Gospel message will ultimately face defeat, save
only a few and the world will continue its
dowmnward spiral without supernatural
intervention. This view 1is Lknown as
Premillennialism, because Jesus comes before (or
pre) His millennial reign.

There are actually two other views of the
millennium. Amillermialism does not go along
with the idea of a funwre literal 1,000-year reign
of Christ on the throne. These "a-mils" (or
no-1,000) see the 1,000 as a symbolic figure
meaning a long time, that Christ reigns and has
reigned and will always reign. His reign has
become  progressively stronger simce  the
resurrection, but will only reach its zenith once
Christ returns to judge the world and create the
new heavens and the new earth.

Postmillennialists may believe that we are in the
millennium now, again an indefinite long period
of time which can be said to have begiun in power
with the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, or that the Gospel message will
ultimately usher in a 1,000 year period of peace
and prosperity, after which (post) Christ will
refurn.

Premillennialists are eagerly awaiting the Lord’s
return which most of the popularists tell us could
happen at any moment, maybe this afternoon.
Therefore we must be focusing our attention on
" evangelising the unreached millions and not get
too involved m the more mundane chores and
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responsibilities of everyday life, With this time
constraint, some Christian groups have been
tempted to take short cuts with the Gospel and do
all they can to attract people in while
downplaying the sin bit which tends to put people
off. We’ve all seen those churches which seem
to be into the entertaimment business these days.
It comes from this desire to get people in at all
costs, because the time is short. With the year
2,000 right around the corner, it is almost
irresistable not to lean heavily toward the idea
that a week of 1,000°s, from 4,000 BC when
many believe God created the world, to AD
2,000 (6,000 years) is to be capped by the final
Sabbath 1,000 years, or the Millermium of
Christ’s reign on earth.

But if this is the case, many of us will be
right in the middle of our home schooling years
when the year 2,000 arrives, with our children
still living in our homes. So why are we
slogging our guts out to give them the best
academic, social, spiritual and character training
we can if they will hardly ever get to use any of
it if at all? We should get them saved and then
pack up and get ourselves off to the mission field
to save a few more souls from the coming fire.

Both the Amillennialist and the
Postmillermialist see a lot of work to be done to
bring the Gospel to bear on this sinned-cursed
world, not only to bring sinners into the
Kingdom, but also to bring every thought and

" authority and power captive to obey the Lordship
of Christ on the earth now before His physical
return.  They are not under the same time
constraint as are most Premills. They see more
to 4 life of service to Christ than just evangelism.

Now I would love to go into a

comparison of Biblical passages and theological
histories concerning the millennial views, I
would love to show how our sinful natures
exploit each of the views to our own selfish ends,
bringing disrepute to Christ’s Name. Maybe
another time. But ket us look at how this affects
our home schooling. Or perhaps it would be
more accurate to say, let us look at our home
schooling and see what is revealed about what we
really truely believe regarding the millenmium.

Most of us believe there is quite a future
before us. We are training our children up to be
men and women of God, who know the
Scriptures and are not afraid to wield the sword
of the Spirit when faced with the enemy’s lies.
In fact, we get quite excited when we think about
the careers they are likely to have, the pioneering
Christian work they are likely to do in so many
areas of endeavour since they have been
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reared with a more consistent Biblical worldview
than we have ourselves, the spouses they are
likely to marry, the even more Godly and
Christlike grandchildren they are likely to rear
for us since their home schooling programme will
be so mmich more advanced than ours. We are
training them up to not just cope with this evil
world, but to take a hold of it with both hands
and wn;h God’s belp to change it round the way it
should be, to turn the world upside down as did
the early apostles. Isn’t this what the early
chorch fathers did? The Reformers? The
Puritans? The many revivalists of the 1700’s and
1800°s?

Hasn't revival been cur prayer for NZ and
the world for many seasons now? Don’t we in
fact see home schooling and Christian schools as
a foundational step in this direction? Don't we
envision our children being able to articulate the
Faith and demonstrating to a crooked and
perverse generation how the Word of God has
the only right principles for individual, family,
church, commumity, and civil behawour"‘ Maybe
the homc schoohng movement is the re.vwal we
have been praying for.

We are actually people of victory, not defeat,
are we not? We filled in the Certificate of
Exemption form confident that we would win the
Exemption. @ We took on home schooling
confident that we could overcome all the hrdles
and do a really good JOb We stick at home
schooling confident that it will provide spiritual
and academic and social and character building
benefits far superior to those represented by a
School Certificate or Bursury. We write to MP’s
confident that we will not allow them to
intimidate us nor force unwanted restrictions
upon us. We are willing, for the sake of our
children’s futures, to do things we never would
have dreamed ourselves doing a few years ago.
We forget what lies behind and we strain forward
1o what lies ahead. In short, we too are
concerned about serving God in more ways than
just evangelism,

Brothers and Sisters, people of God: I get the
sneaky suspicion that if an outsider were to study
our lifestyles and then to categorize our views on
the millenrnium according to what has been
observed, none of us would qualify as Pre-
millennialists!] Well, as for me, if the Lord
comes this afternoon, I want to be found doing
His will. If He doesn’t come for another 700
years, I want to do all I can to ensure my
descendants then are found doing His will and
living in a world that reflects His standards more
than does the present one.
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. Following, on pages 22 and 23, are extracts
StatlSt and DH"GEE from the just released Report of the Education

. and Science Select Committee:  Inquiry into
PrOfeSSIOIlal Z0NE Children in Education at Risk Through Truancy
T ds ' and Behavicural Problems. These extracts have
ren reference to home schooling and exemptions.

= Following that, on pages 24 through 27, is a

transcript of an interview with Ian Revell, Chairman of this Select Committee.

Education and Science Select Committee Members:
Ian Revell, Chairman; Hon Margaret Austin, Labour Party Spokesman on Education; David Carter;
Hon David Caygill; Tau Henare; Michael Iaws; Nick Smith.

Nine objectives were listed. No. 5 was: To review data relating to exemptions from compulsory
attendance granted to those students under 16 years of age.

Section 7.9—Access to education. “The committee stongly believes that access to education
is a fimdamental right of all NZ children.. The commitiee is concerned that increasingly some
children are being denied that right through a mumber of school practices. These practices include
school suspensions and expulsion policies, the use of ‘kiwi suspensions’ (when a troublesome
student’s parents withdraw their child from the school rather than face possible exclusion by the
school board of trustees) and, in some cases, the further granting of certificates of exemption...The
‘kiwi suspension’ is an illegal practice... the practice of ‘kiwi suspensions’ is increasing...These
practices, coupled with the lack of accountability for the increased nmumber of students with
;ogrtiﬁcates of exemption, make it difficult to know exactly how many students are denied access to
ucation in NZ." .

Section 7.10—Exemptions

Exemprion process :

The committee believes that concerns about the mumber of students being denied access to education
are also related to the exemption processes currently in place in the education system. Primarily,
exemptions from compulsory attendance are granted to children who are to be home-schooled by
their parents or chief care-givers. Certificates of exemption are granted under section 21 of the
Education Act 1989. The commitiee was concerned that a noticeable trend over the last five years
has been a substantial increase in the number of home-schoolers, from 1471 in 1989 to 4074 in 1994.
There has also been a 50 percent increase in the number of secondary compared to primary
home-schoolers from 1993 to 1994 (1249 secondary compared to 2825 primary). Exemptions from
State schooling provide an element of choice for parents desiring alternative provision. The
committee, however, is concerned to ensure that safeguards are in place to protect the interests of
chﬂdteu. .

Home-schooling and truancy

Many of the home-schoolers who gave evidence to the committee were aggrieved that the terms of
reference seemed to imply that home-educated children are truants, and/or have behavioural
problems. While this was not the committee’s intention, the committee is concerned about the ease
with which an exemption for home-schooling can be acquired. Another concem is that there is no
facility for the educational progress of students with exemptions to be checked. These concerns
assumed greater importance when in July 1994 the ERO discontinued - reporting on holders of
certificates of exemption for the 1994/95 fimancial year and possibly for the following year as well.
The Chief Review Officer stated that she will continue to report on specific cases of concern, or
where the Secretary for Education is considering the withdrawal of an exemption certificate. The
committee believes there is the possibility that students may be lost from the education system or
have their academic progress impaired by the ending of ERO regular accountability reporting on
home-schoolers. Evidence was given to the committee that care-givers may be applying for
certificates of exemption for reasons other than schooling. Examples include to keep care-givers
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company at home during the day and to act as babysitters for younger children.

The commiitee heard that the reason for the Government discontinuing regular reporting on holders
of certificates of exemption was that home-schooling was viewed as an area ; of the education sector in
which the Government intervenes least and where the minirmum requirements of the Education Act
1989 are being met by the care-givers. The committee shared the concems of some educational
organisations and school principals and teachers that this is not always the case. Members also agreed
with witnesses that some form of reporting on the holders of exemptions is required as a form of
quality control. In October 1994, the Ministry of Education ammounced a review of the way it issues
home-schooling certificates. This review comes in response t© the ending of ERO regular andits, and
to the concerns, expressed by the Home School Association, about the ease with which a certificate
of exemption can be approved by the ministry. The ministry expects that any changes that come out
of the review of the application process will be implemented this year.

The quality of home-schooling

The quality of education received by home-schooled children and their levels of academic
achievement were considered at length by the commumittee, On questions about the national
curriculurn, some witnesses stated that home-schoolers did follow the national curriculum. Others
indicated that the curriculum followed was for the care-giver to decide. All the witnesses heard
stressed that home-schoolers do not want to be constrained by the national currieulum. They
informed the committee that they may teach the national curriculum; but they also want the flexibility

of teaching any alternative subjects or views they consider necessary for the developmenht of their
children.

Care-givers made reference to the success of home-schooled children. academically, socially and
physically. The academic advantages of home-schooling, suggested in some submissions heard by
the committee, such as low student:teacher ratios, parental involvement, flexible curricula and
timetables, different teaching methods and task orientation were noted by the committee. These
advantages were regarded by home-schoolers as part of the appeal home-schooling has over the
national education system. However, the committes was offered no qualitative research data to back
up these claims of success. No proof was given to support suggestions that the benefits of
home-schooling transiate into higher than average academic results. The lack of research data
available on the academic results of home-schooling means that many school principals and
educational organisations are also dubious of the educational efﬁcacy of home-schooling. The
committee concludes it is desirable for home-schooling parents and care-givers to follow the national
curriculum in teaching children. The committee doubts that some of the alternative curricula offcred
by home-schoolers were of the same standa:d as the national curriculum. :

Recommendations

The committee recommends to the Government that:

# the Ministry of Education be required to conduct in-depth screening of parents and the curriculum
to be followed before granting certificates of exemption;

# the home-schooling supervision allowance given to parents of home-schoolers be made dependent
on a report from either ERO or MOE officials, that the curriculum being taught is of a
comparable standard to that of State schools;

# home-schoolers be required to exhibit to MOE officxals on a regular basis, that children under
their instruction have achieved educational levels, at least, comparable to State-educated
children;

# aportion of the home-schooling supervision allowance be paid to the ERO for conducting
assurance audits of home-schooling tuition where the national corriculum is not followed.

(Arrow points 1 & 2 show an unjustifiable and consistent linking of 'kiwi suspensions’, an illegal
practice of schools. with certificates of exemptions, a legal and well documented move by the MOE.
A review of the four Recommendations is on page 15. Point 7 is important: there are plenty of
studies done in the USA, but virtually nothing done here. Therefore, please fill out the questiommaire
that came with this issue of Keystone!--Ed.)
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Tough Questions
People Throw .z
Your Way

Question No. 2
Should we accept the Government’s

Supervisory Allowance, the money the
state offers to home schoolers?

I have written to two different Ministers of
Education asking them what strings were
attached to the Supervisory Allowances. Here
are their answers:

16 October 1990

~ The reason for homeschooling parents
receiving a grant can be found in "Tomorrow’s
Schools” which set ocut the policy position the
Government had reached having considered the
Picot proposals in Administering for Excellence.
The booklet states: "5.4.4 Children being
taught at home will have the right to enrol in
Correspondence School courses. Their parents
will receive a home-based schooling allowance
‘based on that currently given to the parents of
Correspondence School students.”

While there are no specific requirements set
down regarding the ways in which a parent uses
the home-based schooling allowance which is
non-taxable, there is an expectation that it will be
used for the purposes that it is made available. It
is ‘made availabk to parents who have been
issued with a certificate of exemption and who
continue to homeschool on the basis that the
certificate was issued, that is, they have
demonstrated that their child will receive an
education as regularly and as well as in a school.
The allowance, therefore, should be used for
educational purposes and to assist a parent in
providing for the education of the child.

I would point out that, as is the case with any
allowance of this type, it is the prerogative of the
possible recipients as to whether or not they
accept it. Yours sincerly, Noel Scott, Associate
Minister of Education for Phil Goff, Min. of Ed.

7 March 1995

The supervisory allowance is simply a grant
to homeschooling parents in recognition of the
fact that homeschooling incurs them in certain
costs. It parallels a similar payment to parents
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whose children are enrolled full time with The
Correspondence School.

The Government's position on the national
curriculum has not changed since the Minister
wrote to you in April 1994. The Govermnment
has no plans to amend the present law relating to
the issue of certificates of exemption under
Section 21 of the Education Act 1989. While the
national curriculum is sound and balanced, the
Government and the Ministry simply recommend
it to homeschoolers as a guide which they may
find useful in developing their own programmes.
Yours sincerely, Kathy Phillips, Senior Manager,
National Operations, MOE, for Hon. Lockwood
Smith, Minister of Education.

Now consider these words from Michsel Drake,
Principal of Carey Coilege Correspondence and
author of the curriculum, "In God’s World":

Pay For the Piper--
Whose Tune Will You Play?

The state offers a financial inducement for
parents who home school their children. It will
pay parents a fee for home schooling on certain
conditions. Despite the apparent financial
benefits of receiving a bribe from the state,
parents are better maintaining the integrity of
their commitment to Christ and not selling their
children’s birth right to an independent, Christ
centred home education.

The old proverb says, "Who pays the piper calls
the tune.” God’s book of Proverbs puts it this
way: "The rich rule over the poor, and the
borrower is servant to the lender.” (Prov. 22:7.)

Home school parents make a deliberate choice
against conformity to a school system that cannot
meet their aspirations for children. But when
that system offers them money, conformity and
aspirations suddenly agree.

Christian home school parents stress the
importance of their faith--they want to nurture
children in Chirist, not in humanism.  But when
the humanists offer to pay for the nurture, their
faith in God shifts ground. '

Why should the humanist state system offer to
pay parents to teach their children at home?
Control. The state only ever has one reason for
offering money: control.
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At this very moment Parliament is considering a
report that recommends home schooling parents
pay for ERO inspections if you don't teach the
national syllabus. But at the same time they will
pay vou to teach you children at home.

Could anybody miss the point of this
arrangrement? Oh yves! Ever since Esau sold his
birthright for instant gratification, Christians
have been willing to compromise their faith for
money.

Payment, dependency and control go hand in
hand. Where parents pay for the education of
their children  they

masters. Either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You camnot serve both God
and Money." (Matt. 6:24.)

By exercising authority in education, the state
stands in the way of sin. Sin is failure to obey
God, and God has made parents, not the state,
responsible for education. Its offer to pay
parents for home schooling is part of its arrogant
usurping of parental responsibility.  Accept
funding and you acknowledge the state’s
authority to pay for and control education in your
home.

control it Whe? at:l A prime goal of Christian home . A prime goi:l of
state pays it controls hooli 3 . Christian ‘ OIS
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Even if vou believe
you c¢an work within
Limits the state presently

mposes, selling the right

upon Christ. The state is willing to dependency upon
pay so that it can establish your
dependency on the state.

Christ. The state is
willing to pay so that it
can  establish  your
dependency on the state.

of control to the state denies God His supremacy.

Only naivety and lack of faith beguilke
Christians into believing that they can take some
funding and retain control without compromising
the kingship of Christ.

With one hand we argue our Bible teaches
that parents are responsible for the education of
children. Yet the other hand sticks like glue to
the failing wealth of this world and we will not

" et go.

Governments can--and frequently do--change
the rules and back-date obligations. Once
parents accept financial obligations to state
authorities, they are committed to future
rule- changcs

Every cent of state funding aooepted displays
a W1ng,ness to sacrifice biblical principles--the

foundations of Chrisdan boux schooling--for.

money. Even if you don’t have to meet
conditions pow, you are commitied to state
control.

With payment there is a price to pay
back--sooner or later the state will demand a fat
return for its "investment”.

Fsalm 1 promises blessing to God’s people on
condition that they walk apart from the counsel

of ihe wicked, that they take a ctend that is

distinctly separate from the way sinners take, and
that they do not find rest or security on the same
basis as those who mock God and His ways.
Taking the state’s money is taking the state’s
voke; it is to acknowledge that the state has a
legitimate share in your children’s education.
When you take up the state’s yoke, there is
no room for Christ’s. "No one can serve two
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What the state pays for it controls. Inmitially
that control is mmu:nal So it is with drug-
addiction--the supplier "gives” his first few doses
“free”, just as the state gives its bome schooling
funding with few tags; but once you are hooked
(dependent) then the comtrol increases and there
is no escape.

Make no mistake, conformity to the new
national curriculum will eventually be demanded
of every family that has accepted funding. That
curriculuom is openly anti-Christian: its
foundational religious belief is that there is nc:
truth apart from what children create for
themselves. Accepting funding now obligates
you to future demands to teach an ungodly
syllabus.

Parents who accept funds now are cormmitted
to dependence and submission in the future--it is
no good saying that you will withdraw from the
scheme, for neither the law nor the practicalities
of fan.uly economies will permit it.

"Do not wear oursr::]f out to
get rich; have the wisdom to
show restraint." ®rov. 23:4.)

(This article has been adapted from “The
Unequal Yoke: the Christian School and the
Unbelieving State", by Michael Drake, which
can be obtained for $12.80 ncluding GST plus

- p&p from Wyclitfe Christian Schools,

43 Pilkington Rd., Panmure, Aucklancl, &)
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ACTION STATION

carefully  through -the
i?ﬁ\ Educatlon & Science Committes’s
'rml:i Report and the interview with the

e )
Fna

%7 Cmte’s chairman on pages 22-27.

#You may want to write to Ian Revell and the
Minister of Education, Dr Lockwood Smith]
{either one addressed of- Parliament Buildings,
Wellington, no stamup required) to the effect that!
forcing home schoolers to adopt the National
Curriculum is politically and culturally incorrect.
You could add that Mr Revell’s ideal of
reviewing all home schoolers regularly would
require legions of full time reviewers.

#Be sure to complete the enclosed questionnaire
at your carliest convenience. Feel free to copy it
for home schoolers who haven’t done one yet.

#3ee if there is anything you want from the
discount book colurmm (Insert Page A) as thcre is

la cut-off date of 5 June.

#Subscribe to Keystone if you haven’t already.
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