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Blessed is the man who fears the LO=, who delights greatlly in His 
commandments. His descendants w3l  be mighty on earth. -- Ps 1121-2 

Winged Fire-Breathing Dad's (P& Role 
Dragons 
Ei pssible origins.. .....page I1 

(The following is the third a d  last part of the ................. 
..* speech delivered by the Rzv Z~a'cam Capill, 

leader of the & s h  Heritage Party axxi 
co-leader of the Christian Coalition, at 'h 

Home ~ C ~ U Q ~  ~h&ian H O ~  S C ~ W ~ S  N a t i d  Cmtkzeoce 
in Palmerston North, NZ, on Sat.Jrd2iy 3 

Socialisation is February 1996.) 

Superior 4.1 Instruction and Discipline 
I'm sure I don't have to r e d  you of the well 

Many experts agree ........................... page 14 known ms! wsia;ls 6 3  s- 
all up: "Fathers, do not prwo-4r: your clikkn t:, 
anger, but bring bring q in th disc$b and 

Home Education in instruction of the Lord." Proverbs 7 2 6  says: 
"Train up a child iu way he should go and 

Australia whenhe. is old hz wilt notdepart b i t . "  

The state of the States ........................ page 24 4 of the hardest things to get ri&t ki the home 
is this whole. area of discipline. Fathers need to 

I 
be good disciplinarians. They mus: nat ke too 

His Sight R e m e d  harsh or authoritarian, otherwise h y  will in&A 
provoke theii chiLlren to wrath. On the other 

Home schooling parents can overcome had, t h y  must not be weak or mawistent. 
some tough disabilities.. ................... ..page 23 

If Dad is to give good leadership in this area, he 
-had bette.r start by imlerstandi3g the truth of 
H e b s  1211 1 : "No discipline seems pleasant at A 'Winner" That's a the t+, w +. hkr a however, it 

Loser produces a harvest of rigbkousness and peace for 
those who have been trained by it." Aod it is the 

Motivational madness ........................ page 31 father's to lead the Way in this activity. Too 
often Dads are oblivious to what their children 
are up to. It's the mother who cops the lot a d  is 

Keeping Computers left to control rhe troops. A d  h u s e  they are 
left to do the task by themselves, words are more 

'' Clean" frequedy used instead of the rod, and the em3 
result is the parents have made a rod for their 

How to protect & poiice our children.. .page 33 own backs as the chiklm grow in age. The .. 
Scripture is c h  that if you spare the rcd you 

( C h u e d  Page 35) 
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Keystone is the journal of Christian Home 
Schoolers of Australasia (CHomeS), established 
to promote the concept of home education 
through a xegular journal, c d k ~ m c e s ,  liteiaturc, 
~ s e m c h  projects, speakeis, p m s  i e b s ,  letters 
to editors, aaicles to other publications and by 
lobbying govemmnt officials. 

Keystone is intended to inform, challenge, 
encourage aod inspire. The trustees of C H d  
believe that the Chrietian faith is being 
undervahd. Christianity is fulIy able to present 
a world view that is merit, c o b m t ,  
cashtent and camplete. Committed to 
scholarship, the fiet exchange of ideas and the 
naed to s h u b t e  reasonable &bate, 
Keystone may publish articles that will not 
necessarily ieflect the views or beliefs of the 
Trustees. Original aaicles and b r s  an 
wekxrmd as is good quality material from other 
publications providing full aclmawledgmat is 
given aod copyright iespected. Letten sent to 
the Wtor wiIl be amaided for publication 
unless the sender spzcifically nxpests that they 

(not be. 

I Enformation in Keystone is not intended as 
legal advie and s h d  11ot take tk place of legal 
colmsel from a qualified, informed solicitor. I 
The appearance of advertising material in or 
Keystone does not constitute e n d o r m t  o 
the prcducts or -ices advertised. Onc's 
discretion should be d in making selections. 

.................................. Tm&g Post pg. 36 I 
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Editorial -- ...= 
*-= = 

A big WELCOME to all the 
new Australian readers!! Ow ad 
was m the Australian Cmtion ex 

a 
nihib magazine a lot earlier than we had 
anticipated, yet the responss has been most 
encouraging. We an now truly Christian Home 
Schoolem (CHomeS) of Australasia, and will 
continue to work at providing a thoroughly 
%st-honouring presentation of news, views, 
politics and commentary (a d i t i o n  which 
seems almost unique, or at least as as as 
horse-feathers) on items of mterest and 
applicab'i to hame educatas. We will also 
endeavour to fuld items of national mterest to 
bothAlazicandKiwireaders. Asthenahmof 
makrX m this and the last issue indicates, we 
are not afraid of controversy. It is our editorial 
conviction that because we an all fallen s h ,  
we need a loyally humble attitude before 
Scripture and also an eagerness to hear, seed to 
understad, and graciously respd to Views of 
Scripture at variance to our own. None can 
claim a comer on the &, all of us can learn 
from each othei. Thomugh d i d o n  and 
debate is encouraged, with all grace and 
tnUmitay, although it is reagnised that 
issuea, by tbe'u very nature, requk articulation 
m forthright, strong, clear and madi@ous 
language. It is also acknowledged that a final 
answer to many questions will nmain elusive to 
this forum. But we do not see contmwrsy and 
debate as a harmful thing. Since we an all 
vitally mvolvcd, as home schooling parents, m 
the reah of ideas & atti& & v h ,  such 
debate can be extremely bendicial in sharpening 
our own miods and educating those of our 
children to the width and breadth of Christian 
thought. 

The proposed Home Schoolers Hui for NZ - - 
hasbeenomceIledsincetheorigdissue,the 
annual w, simply did not generate strong 
feelings one way or the o t k  to watr;mt it. 
However, the discussions and tradiog of 
information that took place seemed of p a t  value 
to local support groups and national networka 
alike.. I'm sure we'll see sveciiic benefits 

Letters 

Halleluyal 
"And let us not grow weary while doing god, 
for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose 
heaa."-Gahtiaus 6:9 Hallehya! Thank you 
very much for your time, prayers and effort you 
put iuto this vaiuable journal. It is a p a t  
encouragement for us to Keep On.. .teaching the 
children, pmying for each other, drinking from 
the Fountain of Life! At the p s e n t  time we are 
looking for a wholesome German Language 
course to add to our curriculum (ideally a 2-3 
year axuse with tests, etc.) Is there anybdy 
"out there" who could xeammd one? Thank 
you for your help. 

Kemten & Beate 
R.D. 1 
Collingwood 7171, NZ 

The True Rock 
I could write pages warning my brotbers and 
sisters against the errors of Roman Catholicism. 
However, I will pick up on o m  point that was 
mcludcd m a ktter m the last edition of Keysronc. 

The writer had been converted to Roman 
Catholicism after what he claimd to be "intense 
study". Me quoted Matthew 16:17-19 and 
claimed that Jesus was talking to Peter prsonally 
whenhe said, 'Youan Peter anduponthis rock 
willIinlildthischurch....' 

To set the m r d  straight, the Greek is thia: 
Peter is "petioa" which is a small stone or a piece 
of a rock. The word rock is 'pettan ad that 
means an immovable f o d d  They an two 
very diffenent wolds. The Bible dca not 
contdict itself. Ephesians 2:20 says that Jesus 
is the chkf comerstone, not Peter. There is only 
ONE f d a t i o n  ad that is Jesus Christ. b 
also I Corinthians 3:ll. Jesus was rekmhg to 
Peter being a little stone. This tiea in with I 
Peter 2:s where it says that we are "lively 
stones' and are built together as a spiritual house. - 

-ing in the futue. I am glad that John raised this point as it 
1 fa% Jkmdon laat night: the wali Chrts pm an oppow to =pose s- faulty 

of World History are still not m stock, nor is thinlrinP in what many believe is a genuine 
there an anticipated amival date. 

For your forward ~larming: The NZ Christian denomination. 

school-leaving age will riae to 17 as from 
Delwyn McAlister 
Tokoroa, NZ 

January 1998. 
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Express Unity 
I w a s ~ r y d i ~ ~ w i t h t h e c a n t e n t o f t h  
letters m tbe last issue of Keystone. A friend of 
mine had died on the martriog that it arrived. 
Thcn is nothing quite like the death of a mother 
of three young &kbn to put into pmpdve  
wbat is important and what is not. Surely home 
achmlers can put aside ductrid & i s  and 
concentrate on the issues that affect us an and th 
faith we ahare. I am exwickd by ths 
backgrounds of iay fiimds frcan diffemnt 
demminations; we have plenty in ammcm. Onc 
of tbe benefita of home schooling for me is being 
able to lend books writtcn by Christian authors to 
friends who profas no faith but do cam about 
their cfiildzen. Surely we want opiuim m a 
Chdatian magazh to cxpms uuity no! 
divisivams. Ram 10:9 sums up thc iaaue 
concisely. Thanks for the work you = putting 
into the evahLationlnpoit issue. 

DolidaDuthie 
A u c W  

-ym- 
New Zealand 

(Several readers have asked similar questions: 
Wouki a sader who has gone through this 
barrier be prepam3 to share how you badled it? 
Send your story anonymously, if you like: this is 
an area w h  many of us muld really use y5-zr 
advice.--H.) 

game Conference 
Last weeW, 28th June, appraimitely 60 home 
schoolers includjng myself attended the 'INPUT: 
H m  Schooljng with Excellencew Conference at 
the Kamo Christian College, Wbmgarei. It was 
indeed a conference of "cxcallencc", very well 
plarmed and profesa idy  w. Tk main 
speaker was Gag Mawson, tlx Principal of the 
Kama Chtistian College, whose own children 
horn school. In the evening he delivered a 
nothing bas than "chalhging" masage on 
"Tbinkbg Biblicdy, Teaching BiblicaIly", talk 
about noewmg our minds! 

T h e  we- 14 diffenmt workshops (from which 
Suggestions, Please! we could chooge four) ranging from Leaning 
How I& b e f a  childten enjoy home &ling Stylee & Gifts, FAT (frustration, arodety & 
when t h y  have already been a - g  school for tension that Ieaming disabled children 
som h? Our chikkn stiU have days w h  &ce), to Art, to making our own 
a l l  they do is complain and say b=iog at hgn: is Fntegratcd UnitJ, p b  much mare, there was 
bard end dumb etc. It gets a bit wearying, som&& fm ~ O L D C !  k p b  kfk the 
cep+lly when my lrueband isn't quite as with helpful tools to be more 
comrmUcd to the ideals. Any we ti^^^? I efkdvc, to gain a & W i n g  of our 
wcuJdbcinteffstedtohvlwwhatothmEeadcrs c h i M r c n ( d ~ h r c a ) ,  B L d t 0 - o ~  
say as only today I had to pass on a te- goals m Cluhtien Hucatiion. 
trce meeeage and thin mtnn was v q  

. 
oun Ur same inn d h r h b a o d ~ ~  N ~ s b e r n m n g d n c ( t o m i a s t h e m t  

om! Tht Whangaffi Home School support 

I Keystorre Subscription Form 

I On: Year Subscription (six iscrues) ......................................... $NZ 20.W $ 
Two Year Snbscription (12 issues) ...... ......... .... ..... .... .... ..... .... $NZ 37.W $ 

Name 

I Donatims to CHomPS Uax deductable m i p t  r e tu rd  for all donations over $5.00) ... .$ 

Send Cheqyes payable to: Total.. . .. . . . .$ 

Christian Hame Schoolers of Austdasia 
4 Tawa St. 
Palmiston North, 5301 
New ZZaLd 

*Iucluding GST & Postage. 
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Group worked had and gave us an "awesome 
conference". Grateful tbmks to them for the'= 
time and effort. My Aunty and I drove home (2 
hours) inspired a d  Praising God all the way 
(ad stilI are)! 

Patricia Vesey 
Opononi, NZ 

Eyes Opened - 
Thank you for the time and effort you put into 
the Keystone. We appreciate bemg ltept up to 
date on all thiugs concerning home schooling 
here in NZ. We have now been teaching our 
children for just over 1 year and we tbank God 
that He apetvd our eyes to this opporhmity. 

Ivan & Jane S d e  
Hamilton, NZ 

Christ the Head & Heart of Home 
We st& "formally" educating our 5-year-old, - 
Joshua, this year at horn: and M y  intend to 
home school aJl our children for as long as 
possi'ble, God willing. A friend has recently lent 
me a number of different home schooling 
journals, newsletters, etc which have not been 
from a Christian perspective, but I am afraid I 
don't agree with a lot of the philosophies of those 
groups. As Christians we desire that Christ be 
the head and heart of our horn;-and we believe 
it's our God-given role to train and educate our 
children and we would ap@te all the 
Christian encouragement possible in this area. 
We hope your journal will provide some of that 
encouragement. 

Jo-arm Low 
Poa Macquarie, NSW 

Amazed at God's Provision Fonign Correspondents 
'huh for the copy of Keystone received today. [Genevieve(l6) & (3amagne(9) Smith, the 
Appreciate your efficiency. It amved at just the editor's daughters who have been home educated 
right &--a friend had o f f e d  to have three of all their days, m currently on a field trip visiting 
the children at her house for the afternoon to relatives in California for two months. Please 
make bread, so Toby & I lay down to read! He pray for their safety.] 
went to sleep and I read the whole Keystone We have been having so much fun! At Morro 
through before I had to collect the childffn. Bay Uncle Ron took us fishing a few times. We 

went out in tk boat once with (cousins) Jenny 
People said we would be amazed at how God and Abna. Uncle Ron pointed out all the animals 
brings people with just the expeaise or such as storh, pelicans and sea otters that we 
knowledge we need just at the right time, and we could see. I had some g m t  talks with Uncle 
are! This term we've had 1) a rock collection Ron. He gets really caught up over freedom of 
here from a local school through a teacher at religion. Everyone he says has tk right to 
church r e f e d  by an elder at church who worh believe what they want.. .and he is willing to fight 
with rocks; 2) We have a continuous supply of for that right the "right" for ceaain 
readers for Joel wurtesty of another school via a i m m d  people to get married to people of the 
teacher at church who worh there; 3) Harvey same sex). One thing he says all the time 
Rees-Thomas (ex-Principal of Wellington (especially, I guess, when I'm being extra 
College) was b on Sunday and looked at our ccmemative) is "but that's just your opinion." I 
curriculum and made very positive comments really wanted to talk more to him about what he 
about home schooling to us all; 4) we f o d  out be l ied ,  but I wasn't sure how to approach the 
that a family in another church in Tawa whom subject. Once I think I becam: too fanatical for 
we knew were ex-MAF missionaries in PNG, a him when I said that people may have a right to 
topic m our s-, 5) an Anglican lady comes believe what they want but ultimately only we 
formiightly, at her ~equxt, to show us d s  etc belief leads to heaven. People who believe 
on Friday afternoons. anything else wiU go to hell. And so I'm not 

going to be quiet about Christianity because not 
We are using the new Interactive curriculum that everyorx is a Christian. I want to make sure 
Helen Pearson in Whangaparaoa is producing: everyone at least knows the fimdamatals of the 
Integrated Thematic units for J1-F4 with a Bible. Otherwise, what kind of a Christian am I 
Biblical foundation. Eqjoying it. I would be if I keep my Christianity to myself! 
interested in communicating with others in NZ 
who are now using "Interactive Educaticm" d s .  Grandma and I talked too. She laves Bishop 

Jocelyn Spong and does not believe that the Bible is 
7 Fyvie Ave authoritative as it has "too many translational 
Tawa, NZ errors". In fact she gave a book by Bishop 
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Sprig to Amtie Stacey to d which was about 
"the contradictions and errors in s m o a .  I Home Schoolers 
was shocked. I told her Biiop Spa% was a 
heretic and totally against ~hrist .  w ~ U W  Did It 
and said that is what you said, B&. After 
M o m  Bay, we were at the SullivaB'~ ha- Our personal experience with the process of 
lots of fun. I babysat for two days wlt& Am* h- education has been rather a mixed bag of 
Susan worked and I earned US20. positive and negative emotions, W r u :  

satisfaction and hom%le disappointments, 
( F m  Charmap): We went to thud. Theff feekgs of utter failure. but also of lmowing that 
was a meal & the sermcm because tw just got the Lord is on our side, is holding our hand and 
a new minister and the sermon was not & of a that He thinks we're "olray". 
sermon compated to ours. Poor little m. I haw 
sunbumt she-s, and every- that lcaepi You, We first l e d  about h m  education through 
Daddy, was patting me on my f i m b t  an advert my husband saw in, I think, the 
shoulders. C71oIknge Weekiy (NZ).  We talked about it, 

G e n e w e  & Charmap Smith with me not being too sure it  was right for us or 
Fresno, CaIifoinia whether I would cope. At rhe the our children 

were approximately 7, f 112, and 3 112. We 

Puzzle eventually decided to take the plunge, so went 
through the proass of applying for an 
-r=tjc- - . 5...$ then (1988) was different 

Congratulations to xess one goes through now. You 
NZ, for winning the draw among those w, jour local Education Board who s a t  a 
m the correct answers for last issue's p -LA. 

She ieceived a book on a m p h i i s .  Tbs answers 
are: 1. David., and 2. Both John and I%*- *- 
right. "tc. 
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Three new puzzles. '&e &LA> .. ... 
1. (This is by na means a new test, Sut the h- a d  s& 

9 brought the 

interesting thing is that many people of very 
ordinary intelligence get the answer b n d i a t e 1 ~  

school" them while we 
waited for our AC; merial to arrive (ACE was 
all we had heard about). Mufisy, being quite a 

whereas rmmbers of highly intelligent p e q b  arc 5 d y  man, built in the front porch for a school 
quite unable to solve it.) Here am the fiis -.-?:err vic could carry on the task of 
letters of the alphabet, half of them ab. . 
dividing line, and half below. A EF H 

BCD G 
Why are they segregated in this way? 

2. HOW many months have 28 days? 

3. What are the axrect plural spellings of the 
following words? alibi, genus, mosquito, 
r e ide r ,  index, critericm, man-of-war, datum, 
Mary, axis, ox, talisman. 

(All those under 16 who send in the conect 
answers to all three puzzles will go into a draw 
to be held on September 2. The one drawn will 
receive a brand new, very cololnful and 
informative book on how to paint, with several 
step-by-step projects, a red resource book for the 
whole family. Send name, address, age ami 
answers to C H d ,  4 Tawa St., Pafmerston 
North 5301, NZ.) 

&muon and display the children's work. 

Well, folks, this initial initiation lasted the total 
sum of six months, and I was a =learning heebie 
jeebie, on the war path, not coping and 
desperately wanting some " b e  space"! 
Wbat, you may well ask, went wrong? Firstly, a 
lack of prayer and basic derstanding of the 
Lord's will for the education of our clddren. 
Secondly, being quite a structured person, I was 
st i l l  trying to do all I did before, trying to meet 
the demands of a totally struchned program 
while at the same time wanting desperately to be 
creative in teaching OUT little people. W y ,  a 
lack of support from the majority of family, 
friends and otber Christians only added fuel to 
the k a d y  raging fks of inferiority and very 
low self-esteem. What a disaster! 
After about three years back in schools anxlnd 
rhe axlntry while we chased after work for 
Murray, we again came to the cross-mads of 



decision. Our youngest child was very unhappy I)  Be sure that your leasons for home e d w  
at school. As he is a hands-on sort of learner your children are honourable before the Lod and 
and finds writing M t e  difficult, he would that your convictions regarding home education 
day-dream in class, was easily distracted and are strong enough to carry you through the mgh  
hencefoah was on the rea&bg emi of the times. 
teacher's wrath, often being yelled at becaw he 2) Be open to the Lord's leading reganding how 
hadn't done his work. Two other families in the and what you should teach your children and 
Fellowship we had started a&&ing wes  home don't be afraid to diversify and mix curriculums. 
schooling using ACE and had a lot of spare The Bible is a goal text book, too. 
material they were willing to let us use. We 3) All your children won't leam in the same 
brought our youngest home after much -r. Some will be really structlued, solm: 
anguishing, especially on my part. very much hands-on chiIdffn and maybe not too 

academic, and yet others will be a mixture. Be 
After a month, we felt that the other two should open to allowmg them to develop m the way God 
also be home so home rbey came too. Not long has made them. We are a l l  unique! 
afterwards, Murray was offered the job of 4) Be in regular contact with other home 
schooling a local boy who had been expelled educators who will encourage and support you, 
from school. That was a very rewankg and also challenge, a d  if you're close to a 
experience which Imforhmate1y did not last long support group, get involved. Remember too, that 
d m  to the child Wing moved from the district. often we only get out of smthing what we put 
So, be= we were, back heme educating the in, so be active and axltni  where you can. 
chitdren but with a much stronger conviction 5)  Encourage your husband to be a vital part of 
about it generally and having personally grown m the home educatiug even if he can't be a regular 
areas that previously caused mjor hassles. part of the actual schooling. Ask for his help in 

planning and after-tea help with subjects you may 
It is now f ~ e  years since we again r e d  that fd diicult or lack time in. Spiritual leadership 
awe- task of educating our "gifts frwn God". is the most important but often the most lacking. 
At times we have been in areas where there has 6) If yau get to a cross-roads where you are 

not been a support group or even other home despairing ovei issues of the whok deal, take a 
schoolers. They have been looely times for both step back, =lax, take time out and pray and 
the children and ourselves, but they have also re-evaluate the why's and wherefa's of what 
been times of growth and learning to be friends you are doing. Never, never be in a rush to put 
with each other. There have still been times your children into school. It is better to stop 
when we were at our wits end and wanting to what you am doing, refresh yourselves (even if 
give it all up for an "easier" mad, but this time you just read together and work on sorne 
the amviction that it is our respo&biUy to train character qualities) lmtil yau get new &tion 
up our chiMren m the way that they should go Thm are heaps of people around who are only 
has been much stronger, aud we haw been too willing to encaurage and give input wbere 
blessed with many folk along the way to needed sodon't be too proud to make contact and 
encowage us a d  re-inspire us when seemingly be a little more transparent. 
there were no reserves left. 

All I can say to each one of you is: "Let us lay 
We are now using a mixture of some structured aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
curriculum and other bits and pieces and fiml that easily beset us, and let us run with patkncc the 
works for us. We are in a place wheze we are race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 
bkssed with a good local support group which author and fmisher of our faith ..." (Heb. 
encourages both the children and us and o a r s  12:lb-2a). "And whatsoever ye do, do it 
extias that we wouadn't/couIdn't give the heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men, 
childten ourselves. We don't ever - to a knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
place where we can bmthe a sigh of relief and reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lod 
say, "We've made it", because the Lord is Christ." (Col. 393-24). "Be careful for nothing; 
always challenging us on into new asas of but m every thing by prayer and supplication 

t to Him and each other which affects with thauksgiving k t  your quests be made 
every area of our lives, but we are so thanl$ul known unto Gcd. And the peace of God, which 
that He is m total control and knows the d passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
from the beginning. and minds through Christ Jesus." (Phil. 467). 

Some areas to think about that we have learned With love to each of you in Christ Jesus, our 
from experbcs: Saviour, Joy Evens of New Plymouth, NZ. 
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Home Schoo 
Research 
(During 1995 Pamela Shepherd of Christian 
Teachers' Colkge of Aotearoa New zealand sent 
out 100 questicmmks to Christian Home 
Educators all a r d  New Zealand. She had 49 
responses, which is quite high for this kind of 
V O ~ M V ~ ~ ' ~  S S p o n S e  qUSShlUZI&. Sbe has 
compiled the h d h g s  in several forms, Part One 
of which appead m the MarlApr '96 issue of 
Keystune, Part Two in tbe MaylJune i s m .  Here 
is the final, Part Thiee.) 

*Mary Pride's Big Book of Home .Learning is 
and so is imythhg by h g g  Hanis, . 

Cathy Duffy, Teaching Home Magazine, 
Michael Drake, Kqstcme, and the 
CHESM Manuel is worth getting hold of 
for a white. 

%re's a book called Home School B-ut that 
is mcmmeded. 

*Jay E. Adams Back to the Blackboard is 
exmllent 

*Cathy Duffy's Home School Chnrlum Manual 
has good reports. 

T h e  CD Rom m o m s  like Encuta and 
other enj.cl;rpedia versions an= a 
fantastically cheap way to have the latest 
information at yaur fingertips. 

Locating Resources Recommendations 
Only four people w e s  not suff of how to get OnIy six peopb absohkly ncommend h a m  
hold of d&, resources or texts. There education for everyone. You must know without 
seems to be. a lot around, but not everyone is a doubt tbat it is what God's w u  is for yolli 
happy with the organisation of how it is marketed f d y  because when the hard days come and you 
and displayed. The people doing ACE do not don't know if you can cope any longer, you need 
have such a pressing need for other mtexial, but that a s w m  that this is the right thing to do. 
marly all do s u p p h t  it. There have ken 
several complete curriculums written by NZ The fecomumhti0110 aff based on the b f i t s  
Christian educators. TWO that I can think of am that were sported: 
people associated with Christian Teach& %as pmamd daily timetable 
CoUege. Bcv Noisworthy has written a % caqe t i tb~~ 
curricuhun based on tbe Ten C-s -Uent iearning emriiomnent 
which is e x c e h t ;  it outlines all thc learning *herdistract.i~ll~ 
a n a s  and gives suggestiolls as to what to teach at *no peer pleasure 
the stage levels. Helen Pearson has written an M g s  families closer to* 
excellent curriculum baaed on tb godly *childienexcela&dy 
~ c t e r i s t i c s ,  eg. dZgeme, tmthfubss, etc. * f d y  bonds become stronger 
As far as I know, these are both four year cycles *learning is sea as life 
andhavcbeen, oramadaptabkforb0m:use. ~ h a v c t h c m a j o d t y a f t h e i n p u t i n t o ~  
Tbeie are sweml others that I know of which childreds lives 
you could Beam mom about by contacting *you cais= more than anyme e h  about your child . . 
Chmhau Teachers' Cohge, 51 Cart Bd., Mt %Mays a~ ckaper off season 
R d ,  AuckIand. $problems an dealt with p w l y  and 

-1Y 
Handy Tips *a consistent Biblical worldview is taught and 
* S M  with tbe Bible. It ia the only reliable practiad 

r e s m .  Ypiaytr is a natural and fRquent thing 
*Don't rush out and buy large quantities of *choii of what you teach 

materials or books initially. Wait and see *goal socialisation with adults as well as childffn 
what works wit .  your family, tlxm venhm *no dichotcmy (thm is consisteocy) m the 
on. Some support groups have lists of messages the child is nxeiving 
who is using what aod that help to locate *individual needs am met 
thoae who you could ask about books, etc. *me to one attention 

*Iibraries are so good, t h y  am invaluable *&ltexed from ungodly idllences 
sources of information for which you only 3 o u  get to know tbem be.tW 
have to pay a minimaI amount. *you can cater for the'= learning ab'firies and 

*Seconi-had bookstoss are gmt .  styles 
*Check out the National Library. *the= is a wider range of resources available for 
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input 
Yhands-on learning opportunities 
*ability to be creative 
-trol of infhmces on chikhn 

Disadvantages 
Seventeen percent of you said that you didn't 
think that there were any disadvantages with 
home education. Some concern were the 
expertise and resources for music, wknce, 
computers, a m a d  language and some other 
specialist subjects like woodwork, mtal work, 
and engineering. Time to spend with your under 
five's and isolation we= som of the personal 
disadvantages you experienced., so were otheis' 
misconceptions about you, and the possibility 
that some prents may be indulgent with the 
children or lackkg in discipline. A very 
quotable quote from one., "l'kas are no eternal 
disadvantages to home educaticm" . 

about the continual demands that home 
education brings. 

*For mothers that have had their children at 
school and then brought them home again, 
the tmmition from having all day with just 
the pschoolers or alone is quite 
(t " g. They must give up activities 
such as ladies Bible study, mffee 
mornings, meeting friends, shopping, 
helping other people and any other thing 
that takes them away from the home 
duriag the day. 

*So many of the families have a bigger than the 
NZ average family--Praise the Lord! For 
those who see children as blessings from 
God, as th: Bible says, the difficult task of 
home educating becomes compo& 
with all the attention that each child needs. 
It is so sad that the wider church does not 

understand the danands that this lifestyk 

Which Curriculum Do You Use? 
A Beka, 30%, essential language skills, a 

challenging Christian amiculum. 
ACE, 28%, premtation style can get 

monotonous, gets s u p p h t e d .  
Bob, IS%, excellent. 
Carev Colleee, 11 % , good & Kiwi, good m d s  

& literature, lot of writtcn work. 
ATI, 7%, love it, the focus an k c t e r  is great. - 
Rod & Staff, 7%, good Bible base. 
Saxon Maths, 4%, very good, except US money 

etc. 
K m ,  4%, -ti= but you need a good 

h k v .  
HBJ ~ a & , > % .  
Christian School Curriculum, 2%, gocd to have - 

the suppod. 
Weaver, 2 %:- 
Far Above Rubies, 2 % . 
&ha Omepa, 2%, similar to ACE. 
Smtt Folesman Maths, 2 % . 
Summary of General Comments 
*Some people sinrply camlot 00pe.wah making 

uptheiowncutricuhrm 
*You get less sickness because the chiMien aff 

not mixing with lots of other childm. 
*Discipline of childm is the W d  basis 

for alI that takes plaffi in the home. 
Unless you have their attention and respect 
then you am't teach them. 

*It is far cheaper to home edmte than to send 
them to a private school. 

*Not having time done with your spouse is one 
of the main things that parents find hard 

puts on the family-so many people said 
that their church did not h l p  much, or at 
all. 

*Quite a few people wanted to lmow if there was 
a good book on children's giowth ad 
development. I h v e  seen a few, but not 
one that is e x d i l y  good. T k e  is a 
lot out them, and deperding on what you 
want to lmow, d33krent books would meet 
your needs. 

*James Dobson's sessions on Radio Rhema axe 
valued by many p m t s  out there. 

*Don't try to do too much at once, c c m m t e  
on implemmthg one thing at a the. 

*A visit from typical school children often 
dispels the momentary temptation to send 
your childten to school. 

% absence of TV is seen as such a blessing 
and makes life a lot easier. 

*One of the most typical responses to the 
superiority of home education is the lack 
of bad peer pressure on the home schooled 
childffn. It is true that bad company 
corrupts good character (I Cor. 1533) 

% school has g o d  facilities for sport and 
swimming. Some support groups go 
together to a mimmbg pool and make the 
use of the f a a s  there. 

% initial outlay of pying for books and the 
things needed to set up a gocd learning 

t at honae 4eems expensive, but 
it is an option that is well worth the money 
invested. 

*Have a time in the morning when you 
concentrate on God's Word and pray with 
your children. J l  s t s  the tone for the day 
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and teaches them habits for a lifetime. auotber. You look at different curriculum 
God comes first, and we d to commit materials, share together m food and fellowship, 
our plans to Him. pool resources, look at different approaches to 

*Having an opportunity to look at tbe =sources topics, do sport, go on trips, do art, have 
and curriculum that are available to use is speakers, and do heaps of other excellent things 
awkward for some. Especiaily the together. Most of thew who me not participating 
*ation of trying to browse when you are either estranged by distance or carmot make it 
are having to t a k ~  caff of several to regular meetings. One of the greatest things in 
yolmgsteis at the same time. the whole Christian education movemmt is the 

There is a constant cry of "Other people think coming together of so many di&rent Christian 
we're weid". Going against the flow of denominations for a common cause. Where 
what everyone else is doing is llever easy, brothers dwell together in unity the Lord 
especially in a day and age when commands a blessing. (Psahn 133:l-3). 
qualifcations so valued. If we stand 
strong m the face of trials we will be Intmstingly enough it was ilever other peopk: 
waded. Remember Dank1 and his who talked you into home education. Your 
fiiends; they did not bow down to the strong personal desire to be o k d b t  to God and 
authorities, even in the face of death. to fiIi the obligations that you have towards your 

*For a pamnt, it may be the &st time that your children won out. You want to give your 
child has spent such a long time with you, children the best and so consklerjng all the 
there is no hiding what you are d y  like. alternatives, the choice was made. It was usually 
They will see you as a real live person, once you had taken the plunge that you dd 
and if you don't like who yau are, you what it was really all about. Every single person 
need to change some things. questioned was pleased with the development of 

%.men seem to think that they need som: their children. What an excellent testimony! 
more information abcut how to be a , 
Father. In this generation with so m y  
fatherless chikixa thoee whr, a ~ e  fatbers I HOME EDUCATION NEW ZEALAND 
need to do a good job. I do not think that 
thert is a lack of material aramd, secand I The ourpose of H.E.N.Z. is to assist 
h a d  Christian bookshops arc exellent. 

- 
*Your eupport groups arei what keep many of those who wish to purchase portions of 

you g&g. 1 want to - m t e  you on the Accelerated Christian Education 
the way you look after each other, it is 
dy ~1co-ging. F~~ a lot of people C ~ C U I U I I I  at discount. 
~ Q l t y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a u p p o r t  
that they receive is from & hume The Accelerated Christiaa Education cunicuhm is nOa 
educating friend who sticks by thean mailable on the open market Anyom can pmchase a q  
thraughdthetrials. poaMn of ACE. rrmterial b m  New EntsuUs to 7th Form 

*It is surprising the UUIUIXX of ho rn  educators For a minimal ngistration fee Home Hornem New Zeahc 
who are &ate t r w  teacher8 win ~ t h e E o i l ~  d C e S :  
but instead of thinking of this as au Diagmstictestiagd-01% 
advautage, they say that it actually has got ami send tht first order for mataials 
them m a wrong frame of thidbg for Openanaaount-gforaprices 
h m   dumb.^ They h a w  so ~iostmctiononcorrectpmcedme. 
indoctrinated that it is the state's job to A v a m f o r e a  
educate the chiMEesl of N Z  that the 
kmsition to a fully homGband Home Education New Zealand win be of particular 
is a mcult decisiun to make stick value to non-AC.E. homeschoolers who may wish They fight against wanting to make thew 
home into a mini-school. iesktine the urge to use one or more AC.E. subjects. - 
to set up a formal 'classroom". 

In Conclusion 
Seventy-six percent of you meet regularly in a 
support group to encourage and help one 
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God's Many historians believe that the famous 
.":"".;... . . ; .. . -0 depictions of -se dragons were modelled 

- - - • . . . . after mxtures like the Komodo dragon because 

Creation its long, forlred, yellow-owe tongue looked 
like wisps of fm.2 

The Dragons 
of Komodo Island 

by Robert Doolan 

The Kports sounded fanciful. Local farmers and 
f i s h e m  told stories of huge reptiles up to eight 
nietxes (26 feet) long Wi in the dense jm&s 
of a few tiny Indomsian islands. 

Some pearl divers said they shot several monsters 
which wee  close to this length. These giant 
reptiles allegedly could kill a wild pig or deer 
with a few rapid swipes of thc'n tail. But even 
more unbelievable were the claims that these 
"dragons" aroe from deep under th: g d ,  
and that some lived m the trees. N a d s t s  
dismissed the. stories as imaginative nonsense. 

World's Largest Lizards 
Komcda dragons today can grow to three metres 
(10 feet) long and aff the largest lizards on cad, 
adult males weighing 140 kg (300 pods ) .  They 
have stout, somewhat flattened bodies, long thick 
neck and longish heads. The legs are short and 
stout a d  the tces have long, viscious claws. The 
tail is powerful and about tbe same length as the 
head and body combined. Although they will 
feed on monkeys, deer and carrion, they do not 
have the long sharp teeth evoluti01~)ists tell us are 
the nmks of the rneat-eaters. Instead they rip 
chunks off with their claws and swallow large 
bits whole.3 

Its native horn is a few small Indonesian islands: 
Komcdo, Rintja, Flores and Padar. The fust is 
the largest and this is only 20 by 12 miles, the 
o h m  bemg evea d e r  .4 

It waan't u d  1910, w e  the civil administrator ~~d~~ - a species of monitor lizard. lust as 
on one of hod-ia's -s, Litutenant van m y  creatures living in the environment before 
Ste~n van Hea0b-k obtained a~ecimens of the Noah's Flood seemed to mch huge sizes, fossils 
"dragons" from the island of Komodo, that of gigantic -tors have been discovend which 
outside world began ~e~eiving a d b l e  that today's isolated colmies have come 
d l r m a ~ U I l  of the~rkte l le  of these CieahllVX. from -h larger and moe 

monitors of eailier times. 
SDecimena of these "Komodo dragons" were sent 
f& sndy to the zoo on the nearbJis1a-d of Java. ~ ~ ~ ~ i l ~  of var-, the group to 
Most of the e m k r  details, which had been ~~d drag- belong, give no &tim that 
thought to be fantastic, huned out to be true. the= giant reptiles evolved from any other type 

of creahxe. One souroe says that the p u p  was 
Jnvestigation of the c r e a ~ s  over already *d i f led tedn  fiom other lizards "60 
years revealed some m m g  charactemcs. minim years agoW.s Another claims that fossils 
Komcdo dragons bury their eggs as as nine n s w y  a" to Komodo dragons have 
metres (30 feet) &ground. The mother lays dated up to "130 million years ago" on the 
up to 30 huge eggs at a time. W h  h yo- timescale.6 
dragons hatch, they begm their long j-y up 
to the surface of the gmund, then they climb Today, Komodo dragons are disappearing. Only 
trees--where they live the early portion of thci  a f, thousand & in m-sia, and 
lives. they have becolne rarer than pandas m the 

workl's willlife sauctuarks. In zoos, they have 
These dmmct~ristics e l  two le- traits to be bp t  in special large enclo-s, with glazed 
attributed to "mythical" dragom-tbe'i reputation -*s that . . the. 
for li* inside the 6, and their ability to fly. at 38 &gees celciu=&gees 
These qualities led two authors to comment: ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ h ~ i t ) .  
T h y  cannot spit fiff, of course, but no one who 
has seen a Komodo Dragon can be m any doubt E~~ with this special -, a -& 
that such legendary k a t s  (or something like physiologist at San Digo Zoo, Dr John Phillips, 
them) could once have existed. "1 once admitted that it is raze to fmd a zoo dragon 
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living beyond 25 years.7 In the wild, it is 
possible they live 100 years or mm.8 

Evolution Problems 
While the alleged evolution of Komodo dragons 
and other monitors seems fanciful, it should be 
kept m mind that the supposed evolution of 
reptiles from amphibii is even more difficult 
for the theory of evolution to explain. 

For a water-loving a m p h i i i  to change into a 
land-dwelling reptile, at least two major 
life-affecting changes would be needed. 

The first has to do with the &in. An 
amphi'bian's skin lacks protective devices to stop 
it from desiccating, or drying out. This f m s  it 
to reside in water or m very humid p l a ~ s .  
(So= amphi i i s  have a type of scale m their 
skin, but the= thin, and offer no protection 
against drying out.) Reptiles have a di&ent 
type of scale altogether- made of h t i n ,  or 
horn--which lies in the outer layer of theili skin 
and is tough enough to prevent desiccation.9 

Notes. 
1. M. Marten and J. Max, Ihe Book of Beasts, 
The Biking Pms, New York, 1983, p. 110. 
2. B. Dalton, Indonesia Hrmdbook, Moon 
Publications, Chic0 (Calif.), 1980, p.242. 
3. Ihe Intemarimal Wildge Encyclopedia, 
B.P.C. Publishing, 1969, Vol. 9, p. 1257. 
4. ibid. 
5. RP Mackal, Searching for Hi&m Animals, 
Doubleday and Co., Inc., Garden City, NY, 
1980, pp. 91-95. 
6. Same as Ref. 2. 
7. M W  Br-, Ihe Fierce mrd Ugly firnodo 
Dragon Fights On, New York Times, Juue 24, 
1986, Section C, p. 1. 
8. Ihe New Encyclqaedia Britmuumuuca, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Iuc., 15th edition, 
Chicago, 1992, Vol. 6, p. 945 
9. ibid, Vol. 26, p. 698. 
10. ibid. 

From Crearim a &lo, Vol. 17, No. 1. 
Creation a nihilo is the qutvterly journal of the 
Creation Science Foundation, PO Box 6302, 
Acacia Ridge DC, Qld 41 10, Austmlia. Used 

T h e  is no convincing evidence from either withpeamk~ion. 
biology or fossils that auch a transformation took 
place. - P B ~ S O N A L ~ ~ - T ~ O R  -. . ma.. .. .a. ..- 
The second major barrier to an amphii i 's  
turning into a q t i l e  has to do with eggs. An 
amphi*, hatching from an aquatic egg, 
develops in water in the larval form known as a 
tadpole. Reptiles, however, aff born with all the 
functioniw s t r u c ~ s  of an adult. This applies - 
even to marine reptiles. They do not &-Glop 
gills, or the series of sem organs needed by a 
tadpole, which must be resorbed and ieworked 
into other structures m the transformation to an 
adUlt.10 

How such -r]rable evolutiunary changes 
supposedly took place has never been 
satisfactorily demonstrated. 

It is conceivable that creatures like Kmodo 
dragons, or even sclme ~~looking types of 
dinosaurs, w e  the models for Chinese dragon 
portrayals. But what is more certain is that theR 
is no indisputable evidence that -tiles, the 
larger scientific category to which Komcdo 
dragons belong, have evolved from non-reptiles. 
This makes the 
groups of reptiles were created by ---the most 
credibk: option. 

AT LAST IN NEW ZEALAND 

This home based PC education package is 
now available in New Zealand. Developed for 
New Zealand and Australian conditions, this 

affordable personal maths tutor programme is 
the easy way for students (aged 12 to 17) 

to learn at home. 

For more information on this exciting 
new software, simply 

CALI- TOLL FREE 0800 - THE TUTOR NOW 

(0800-842-888) 
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How to give 
your child 

a better start 
in life 

Your child will onlv qet one chance in life 

As a parent you realise that you stimulating home learninq 
are your child's single most environment which wiil give your 
important teacher, and your home child the tools to succeed, 
their most important school. stimulate their imagination, and 

We all know that education encourage a positive attitude 
is the key to Individual towards learning. 
development and the best career To find out more about how 
opportunities. easy it is to give your child a 

Yet in today's changing brighter future, phone today or post 
world it's often diicuit to know the coupon to: 
exactly what you can do to give World of Learning 
your child an advantage. P.0 Box 1 12-066 

World of Learning's wide Pentose 
range of quality edukitional Auckland 
products will help you create a 

Phone Today 64 9 622 2087 

I want to give my cbiM a brighter fuim?. I wcwkl Gke more information 
[7 YES on the World of Learning and its range of educational programs. 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Phone No.: No. of Children: Ages: 
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Tou& Questions 
~ e o a e  ~Lrow 
Your Way 

"What About 
Socialization? " 

by Craig Smith 

Without a doubt this is the one question, 
reservation and objection that is raised most 
often. It is usually the one raised first. It is 
often the one most hotly debated. And common 
experience among homeschoolers is that 
socialisation, rather than academic achievement, 
is the issue over which friends, relatives and 
educational authorities show the most concern. 

What Is Socialisation? 
Popular opinion assumes that children need long 
periods of interaction with a large group of 
age-segregated peers to acquire social skills. 
Now assuming that most of the time spent in the 
classroom is not spent in hteractiag but in 
paying attention to the teacher and doing the 
assigned work, where does most of the 
interaction take place? During lunch and break 
times, and before and after school. And who is 
supervising this interaction on the playground, 
on the school bus and on the streets to ensure 
that the right kind of socialisation is taking 
place? It is not the teachers but the children 
themselves. In the typical public school setting, 
children are being left to socialise themselves as 
best they can. 

This fits in with today's prevailing philosophy 
which holds that children are inherently good or 
perhaps neutral, like blank cassette tapes, and 
that left to themselves, they will inevitably 
develop and adapt toward the highest good 
attainable by the group as  a whole. (Although it 
is unpopular to say so, when this is translated 
into practical reality it means conformity to the 
lowest common denominator.) This inevitable 
"upward" development and adaptation is an idea 
developed from the theories of evolution. 

Unfortunately it was developed in the absense of 
a) other tenents of evolutionary thought, b) 
common experience and c) traditional 
Christian~Western wisdom, all of which 
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contradict this foundationaI premise upon which 
our modem ideas of child socialisation are based. 

Let us examine these three contradictions to the 
prevailing thoughts on socialisation: 

a) Another tenent of evolution i s  th,e survival of 
the fittest. This is the law of the jungle, eat or be 
eaten, brute force prevails, might makes right. 
This is the tendency of children's behaviour on 
the playground unless there are sufficient adults 
present to prevent it. 

Even though children are infinitely varied, the 
socialisation at school causes them to conform to 
the codes dictated by their particular class or 
group. We have all witnessed the same 
phenomenon: There are the few at the top who 
are setting the pace and the codes, there are the 
vast numbers in the middle who quietly conform 
and try to keep out of harm's way, and there are 
those at the bottom of the pecking order who are 
ostracised, victimised, bullied, teased, etc., 
because they do not conform in their dress, their 
size, their looks, their speech, their behaviour or 
whatever. 

b) Common experience tells us this profound 
truth: Monkey see, monkey do. Children 
emulate the behaviour of those around them. If 
they spend most time around their friends, they 
copy them. If it is with the Ninja Turtles on TV, 
they wiU copy them. If they spend most time 
around their parents, they will emulate them. 

Most parents know only too well the immediate 
results of this "copy cat" form of socialisation. 
After lengthy play with their friends, children 
can be "hyper" and disrespectful and try out the' 
unacceptable speech or actions they have just 
picked up from their peers. How true is the 
ancient proverb which says, "He who walks with 
wise men becomes wise, but the companion of 
fools will suffer harm. " 1 

c) Christian wisdom says that children are not 
basically good or neutral but are fallen, that is, 
they possess an inherent tendency toward 
foolishness which manifests itself in temper 
tantrums, disobedience, disrespect, dishonesty, 
destructiveness, etc. Proverbs 22: 15 says, 
"Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child, 
but the rod of correction will drive it far from 
him." In other words, children do not need other 
children to teach them how to be children. 
Instead they need loving, responsive adults 



committed to teaching them, mining them, We find, then, that this concern over 
oiving them the discipline and setting them the homeschooled children not being socialised is 
&ht example in the social graces. a&ally a political concern that they wiU not be 

as easily manipulated by the elite as those who do 
Children do not of themselves learn the social fit into this all-important group.2 
arts of respect, honesty, patience, gentleness, 
kindness, faithfullness, manners, or self control; 
they must have conscientious adults to model, 
discipline, teach and train them to intemalise 
these behaviour traits as habits. 

Origins of Modern Socialisotion 
7 

1 
Theories 

I 
Critics of homeschooling claim that such 
children will not be the same as their . 
conventionally schooled friends and will not fit 
into the peer group. The origins of this concern 
are somewhat sinister. 

First there was Horace Mann, an early leader in 
the public school movement. He favoured the 
Prussian patterns of state education because, as 
he put it, it was devised "more for the purpose of 
modifying the sentiments and opinions of the 
rising generation according to a certain 
government standard than as a mere means of 
diffusing elementary knowledge. " 

Then there was John Dewey, the father of 
progressive education. He saw truth not in 
absolutes, but in terms of universal ideas 
developed and agreed to by a group. A "thesis" 
or proposed truism would emerge from the 
group. It would at some stage meet with an 
opposing idea, an "antithesis." Debate and 
conflict would ensue until a compromise or 
"synthesis" was reached. This synthesis then 
became 'the thesis and the whole process would 
be repeated. For those who don't recognize it, 
this is classic Marxist dogma. 

Truth to Dewey was derived by a distillation 
process within the group. To educators like him, 
the interaction of children with others in order to 
help distill these universal ideas of truth is 
education. 

Both Horace Mann and John Dewey believed 
that this type of education needed to be led by an 
elite, those educators who had been instrumental 
in the formation of public education policy, who 

Group Socialisation 
The following comments are by Dr. James C. 
Dobson who is Associate Clinical Professor of 
Pediatrics, University of Southern California 
School of Medicine; President of Fococus on the 
Farmarm& Magazine and Focus on the Family radio 
programmes which are heard daily on 1400 radio 
facilities around the world; and author of 
best-seller, Dare to Discipline. 

I have been increasingly concerned during 
the past 10 years about the damage done to 
our children by one another. The 
epidemic of inferiority and inadequacy 
seen during the teen years is rooted in the 
ridicule, rejection, and social competition 
experienced by vulnerable young children. 
They are simply not ready to handle the 
threats to the self-concept that are common 
in any elementary school setting. 

I have seen kids dismantle one another, 
while parents and teachers passively stood 
by and observed the "socialisation" 
process. I've then watched the recipients 
of this pressure begin to develop defense 
mechanisms and coping strategies that 
should never be necessary in a young 
child. 

Dozens of investigations have 
demonstrated, (at least to my satisfaction), 
the error of the notion that children must 
be exposed to other children in order to be 
properly socialised. I just don't believe it. 
In fact, the opposite is true. They need the 
security and love of parental protection 
and guidance until their self-concepts are 
more stabilised and established. 

In summary, I believe the home school is 
the wave of the future. In addition, it 
provides a third alternative to a humanistic 
public school and an expensive or non- 
existent Christian school.3 

could gently lead others through this 
"distillation" process. To have children who did Socialisation and the Occurance of 
not or wouldnot fit in with the group would be Genius 
to hamper the distillation of truth, as directed by In 1960 Harold G. McCurdy examined "The 
this elite. childhood pattern of genius" in a study supported 
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by the Smithsonian Institution of Washington, etc. 
D.C. In summary, McCurdy wrote: 2) An element of work in the daily 

The typical developmental pattern includes programme which may range from simpIe routine 
as imptant  aspects: chores to a regular income-generating cottage 
(a) a high degree of attention focused upon industry. 
the child by parents and other adults, 3) Service to others such as active 
expressed in intensive educational membership in voluntary service organisations 
measures and, usually, abundant love; and visiting, baking, runuing errands for 
(b) isolation from other children, especially shut-ins, the infirm or hospitabd. 
outside the family; and Dr. Moore maintains that the time and logistics 
(c) a rich efflorescence of Eantasy as a of public schools and the need to integrate all  
reaction to the preceeding conditions. three points into a uniiied lifestyle or "family 

corporation" indicates the homeschool as the 
It might be remarked that the mass ideal setting for sound, all-round character 
education of our public school system is, development.6 
in its way, a vast experiment on tbe effect 
of reducing all three factors to a Some critics of homeschooling paint charicatures 
minimum; accordingly, it should tend to of what they say the homeshooling brand of 
suppress the occurance of genius.4 socialisation will produce: introverted whimps 

and social incompetents. If we ignore for a 
Too right! Here's a report from Tauranga that moment the other factors involved in character 
a w e d  in the Manawaiu m) Evening development such as family background and 
Stundurd of 16 March 1991: "A playground support, it must be pointed out that these 
game involving sinking teeth into an charicatures are already known in society and 
unsuspecting school mate's bottom has left five that they are products of the public schools. So 
students suspended. In the game, tagged too in fact are other social blights such as 
barracuda, victims are forced to the ground and irre@ble hooligans, unmotivated slobs, gang 
restrained while attackers bite a buttock." Cute. members, vandals, and all the other social misfits 

who have graduated from the public schools' 
Socialisation Statistics socialisation programme to sub uently be sent =I Another answer to those critics who argue that to our country's prisons, 11 them to 
homeschooled students are deprived socially is overflowing, and are now spilling back into 
provided by Dr. John Wesley Taylor V. He society producing ever incr&g crime rates. 
used the Piers-Iianis Children's Self-concept 
Scale, one of the best self-concept instruments If we now return to what are probably the major 
available for measuring sociatisation, to evaluate factors in character development, namely family 
224 home schooling participants aged 9 through background and support, and assert that increased 
18. Over half scored in the top 10% of the hooliganism and crime is a result of 
scale. 77.7% ranked in the top 25% of the disintegrating families, then we also have to 
scale. Only 10.3% scored below the norm. assert that the schook are not able to correct this 

trend. Homeschooling, however, is an ideal 
Home schooled children score significantly situation for correcting this downward trend as 
higher than their conventionally schooled peers families are of necessity drawn together to strive 
in this measurement of s0cialisation.s in unison toward the goal of educating and 

training each other for the whole of life. 
Character Development 
Dr. Raymond Moore, Developmental Negative Peer Pressure 
psychologist and early childhood educational Cornell University's Urie Bronfenbrenner pints 
specialist from the Moore Foundation of Camas, out the negative socialising effects of the peer 
Washington, has developed a three p in t  recipe group. The knuckling under of children to their 
for sound character development: agemates in habits, manners, finger signs, 

1) An academic regimen which takes into obscenities, rivalry and ridicule almost certainly 
consideration the individual child's readiness to infects all children who spend more of their 
learn as effected by the child's physical, waking days with their peers than their parents, 
emotional and intellectual maturity levels; his as is usually the case with conventionally 
aptitudes, special gifts and abiities, leamig style, schooled children. They will become dependent 
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upon their age-segregated peer group, and tend school's start. Boys tend to be more likely than 
to be alienated from adults and others not in their girls to fail, become delinquent or acutely 
age group. He says that this robs children of I) hyperactive. 
self worth, 2) optimism, 3) respect for parents 
and 4) even trust in their peers. Michigan State University family ecologist Anne 

Soderman says, "Our failwe to apply in the 
Furthermore, this does not happen because peers classroom what we have learned through research 
are so attractive, but because the children is evident in the secondary schools-boys 
perceive they are to some degree rejected by outnumber girls 13 to 1 in remedial classes and 
their parents.7 by as much as 8 to 1 in classes for the 

emotionally impaired. " 10 
Here is just one story illustrating the negative 
side of school socialisation that appeared in the Conclusions 
Manawatu (NZ) Evening StMdard of 19 Basically, the socialisation argument against 
February 1991: "During cross-examination, homeschooling is one big myth. What statistics 
defence counsel Les Atkins QC played a rap tape are available indicate that homeschool 
made by the girl and her friend the same year as socialisation is in fact si@cantly superior to 
the alleged (sexual) offences. The tape contained that proffered in public schools (Dr. John 
obscenities as well as inferences about the girl's Taylor's use of Piers-Harris scale.) And the 
current boyfriend's sexuality. She said the results of the schools' socialisation efforts 
obscenities on the tape sung by her had no observable in society today are bemoaned by just 
meaning. Everyone at school used such about everybody involved. 
language freely. " 

Notes 
Early Childhood Schooling (1) Proverbs 13:20 
Martin Engle, who then headed the National (2) Theresa Rodman. The Teaching Home, 
Early Childhood Demonstration Centre, vowed Portland, Oregon: Vol. II, No. 4, AugISep 1984. 
that parents who insist on early schooling, for all (3) Abstracted from a personal letter to a 
its claimed advantages to their children, are professiod collegue who had questioned Dr. 
either deceived or deceiving their children; and Dobson's stance on homeschooling, quoted in 
that in fact, the children feel rejected.8 The Teaching Home, Portland, Oregon: Vol. I, 

No. 2, June 1983. 
He is supported by the late John Bowlby, (4) Quoted in Doctoral thesis of Brian D. Ray, 
London psychiatrist who headed the World President, National Home Education Research 
Health Orgaukhon early childhocd programme. Institute, Seattle, Washington, 29 July 1986. 
This rejection, suggests Dr. Bowlby, often (5) John Wesley Taylor V. "Self Concept in 
amounts to a serious form of child abuse. We Home Schooling Children", Doctoral 
are depriving them of the security they need dissertation, Andrews University, Michigan, 
when we institutionalise them before they are May 1986. 
ready. (Dr. Moore adds that the earlier you (6) Raymond S. Moore. "The Educated 
institutionalise yow children, the earlier they Fkautiful", Kappa Delta Pi RECORD, summer 
will institutionalise you.) Says Dr. Bowlby, 1987. 
"...mothers who care for their children well are (7) Urie Bronfenbrenner. Two Worlds of 
providing an irreplaceable service and one that Childhood: U.S. and U.S.S.R., New York, 
society should hold in highest regard and be N.Y.: Simon and Schuster, 1970. 
thldid for."9 (8) Martin Engle. "Rapunzel, Rapunzel, Let 

Down Your Golden Hair: Some Thoughts on 
Boys and Girls Mature at Different early Childhocd Education." Unpublished 
Rates manuscript, National Demonstration Center in 
The negative socialising effects of age- Early Childhood Education, U.S. Office of 
segregating youngsters into classes, putting all Education, Washington, D.C. 
boys and girls of the same age into the same (9) John Bowlby. Maternal Care ond Mental 
class, is especially damaging to the boys. We Health, Geneva World Health Organisation, 
require boys to enter school at the same age as 1952. 
girls although we know that boys trail girls in (10) Ann Soderman. Article in Educufion Week, 
mental and emotional maturity by about a year at 14 March 1984. 
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In Line With 
Scripture 4++ -* 
Take delight in the Lord, and He 
will give you the desires of your 
heart.-P& 37:4 

He will fulfill the desire of those 
who fear Him; He also will hear 
their c r y  and save them.-psalm 145:19 

hungry, and even the fresh air and sunshine had 
lost their appeal. Finally, he stopped a porter and 
exclaimed, "Tell me how I might get one of those 
meals! I'm dying for some decent food, and 1'11 
do anything you say to earn it!" 

"Why, sir, don't you have a ticket for this 
cruise?" the porter asked. 

"Certainly," said the man. :But I spent 
everything I had for that ticket. I have nothing 
left with which to buy food. " 

"But, sir," said the porter, "didn't you 
realise? Meals are included with your passage. 
You may eat as much as you like!" 

A poor man had wanted to go on a cruise all his Lots of Christians live like that man. Not 
life. As a youngster he had seen an a&ertisement realising the udbited provision that are theirs in 
for a luxury cruise, and ever since he had Christ, they munch on stale scraps. There's no 
dreamed of spending a week on a large ocean need to live like that! Everything we could ever 
liner enjoying fkesh sea air and relaxing in a want or need is included in the cost of 
luxurious environment. He saved money for admission-and the Saviour has already paid it for 
years, carefully counting his pennies, often us! (From: Our S&tiency in Christ, by John 
sacrificing personal needs so he could stretch his MacArthur, Jr.) 
resources a little further. 

I think Brother MacArthur may have waxed a bit 
Finally he had enough to purchase a cruise lyrical on that last line when he said, "Everything 
ticket, He went to a travel agent, looked over we could ever want or need.. . ", because it leaves 
the cruise brochures, picked out one that was the door wide open for the deceitful heart of even 
especially attractive, and bought a ticket with the us redeemed Christians to make demands that are 
money he had saved so long. He was hardly able totally self-centred rather than Christ-centred. 
to believe he was about to realise his childhood Never underestimate the sinfulness of sin or the 
dream. deceithhess of our own hearts. (See Jeremiah 

17:9 and I Corinthians 10:12). We have NOT 
Knowing he could not afford the kind of elegant been perfected by our conversion and if we say 
food pictured in the brochure, the man planned we are without sin we deceive ourselves (I John 
to bnhg his own provisions for the week. 1 8 )  Our sanctification toward perfedion in 
Accustomed to moderatiion after years of frugal heaven is a life-long task. 
living, and with his entire savings going to pay 
for the auk ticket, the man decided to bring However, we must agree with what Brother 
along a week's supply of bread and peanut MacArthur is saying, because the promises of 
butter. That was all he could afford. God prove true, and He has promised us "such 

blessing that there will not be room enough to 
The iirst few days of the cruise were thrilting. receive it." (Malachi 3:lO). I don't know about 
The man ate peanut butter sandwiches alone in you, but I am definitely a starter for THAT kind 
his room each morning and spent the rest of his of blessing. 
time relaxing in the sd@t and fresh air, 
delighted to be aboard shp. By midweek, So how do we cash in? What do we have to do 
however, the man was beginning to notice that he to inherit all these goodies? Perhaps we had 
was the only person on bo-ad w&o was not eating better stop right hGe and re& tbat I have 
luxurious meals. It seemed that every time he sat already asked in the same spirit as the rich young 
on deck or rested in the lounge or stepped man who approached Jesus and left quickly and 
outside his cabin, a porter would walk by with a sadly when he found the price too high. He 
huge meal for someone who had ordered room didn't want to give up that which he could not 
service. keep for that which he could never lose. (See 

Matthew 19:16-22). 
By the 6fth day of the cruise the man could take 
it no longer. The peanut butter sandwiches Look at our opening verses. Note that these 
seemed stale and tasteless. He was desperately promises, like virtually every other promise of 
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God, have conditions attached to them. You see, thatt? 
our Lord and Saviour is not a big sugardaddy in 
the sky just waiting to write us out blank cheques Since my wiU is to do His will, when He directs 
whenever we want them. He is King of kings my steps in a completely different direction than I 
and Lord of lords, Absolute Sovereign of the had planned, I don't get all hstrated, bitter and 
entire universe. We play by His rules or we are twisted (well, not for long, anyway!) because I 
out of the game. Here is the One to Whom it is know this change of direction is from the LORD! 
quite correct to say, "Your wish is my I mean this change of plans may not be the least 
command." But here also is the "secret" to bit convenient. It may actually cost me money, 
inheriting all He has: When we take delight in seem to have wasted time mucking about in this 
the Lord, when what He wants is what we want, other area I am now leaving, and even make me 
when my inmost delights and desires come from look a bit inconsistent or indecisive in the eyes of 
seeing His will accomplished in my life, in the my peers. Well, just call to mind the lives of 
life of others, in the society around me, THEN I people like Moses, John the Baptist, and even 
am assured of receiving the desires of my heart! Christ Jesus Himself. 
You see, it is clear that whatever God wants, 
God gets. Now we know from Scripture that His Years ago, when single, I was planning a trip to 
time frame is not what we would organise, but South America. I had saved up a nice sum and 
we know that no person or being or circumstance was praying that God would c o n h  it. I was 
is going to thwart God's wiU.... He will get, He also shopping for a car, and had decided on the 
will accomplish that which He desires. If we are size of down payment I could handle and 
totally in tune with Him, our desires will be same therefore what price vehicle I could afford to 
as His.. ..and just as He gets what He wills, so look at. I found the perfect car: one owner, a 
will we! Now we may not see some of these little old lady who only drove it on weekends. 
things in our life times. But they WILL come to As soon as I signed the papers it dawned on me 
pass and we can know the joy of having that she wanted the full payment not just a down 
contributed to the accomplishment, the payment. It took all the money I'd saved, plus a 
Werance  of His purposes on earth even though withdrawal penalty fee, plus all but $20 of my 
we may not live to see some things come to next pay to buy that car. Well, God clearly 
fruition. Have not most of the saints through the conikne-d that I WAS to have that car, but that I 
ages lived and laboured in exactly such hope? definitely WAS NOT to go to South America. 
Do not go around praying for or proclaiming that Maybe that doesn't sound like too spiritual an 
thus-and-so will take place because you've been experience, but I want you to know, I had total 
praying faith€uIly for that ...y ou may well be assurance and peace of heart that God had 
setting yourself up for a faith-sha-g organised every detail. Recall events like these 
disappointment. Which of these attitudes are we from your own life and recount them again and 
displaying for our children to emulate? Which of again to your children. 
these are we training them to have? 

This is how we are to train up our children, in 1 This does not mean we do not plan big or expect the fear of the Lord. Note how our other verse I 
I big in this life. You bet we do: set goals and above promises fulfillment of desires to those 

i have your 5-, lo-, 20- year objectives in mind. who fear Him. We do what He says not because 
And pray about them, that they be in the will we are afmid, but because we don't want to do 
of the Lord. One of the biggest mistakes I ever anything else! I've lived long enough now to 
made was to piously "wait upon the Lord" for know that when I obey the Lord I am the one 
several years as a young man and let career & who gets blessed, not the Lord. I am not doing 
educational opportunities slide right on by. Then Him a favour. No, No! He is doing me the 
Proverbs 16:9 came crashing through: "A man's favour by graciously allowing me to know His 
mind plans his way, but the Lord directs his wil l  in His statutes, ordinances, commandments 
steps." See? The promise has a condition. He and precepts. As parents it is our duty to 
will direct our steps, but we must at least make FORCE our children to do what is right ...to so 
some plans for moving in one direction or the train them in consistent obedience to God and His 
other, not just SlT there. You cannot steer a car, word that they take delight in it AND KNOW l 

a ship, a horse or anything until it is MOVING. NO OTHER LEESTYLE. By this we wiU set I 
Are we teaching our children to be pro-active in them up for a life of true blessedness to 
seeking out God's will? Do they see us doing themselves and true blessing to others. I 

I 
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200 W St., Richmond, Nelson, ph. (03) Correspondence with 544-7728 and ~ t h ~ ~ ~ ~ d . )  

P01itic;ans & 
Educationalists 
Issue #I 

To: NZ Co- 
Exams commonly in use by NZ home schoolers 
include the old PAT, the CAT (Califolllia 
Achievement Tests), some from the Ehucational 
Testing Centre of the University of New South 
Wales, and we are just becoming familiar with 
the NZ Education & Scholarship Trust exams. 

Specifically, do you know if the American SAT 
(Scholastic Aptitude Test or is it Stanford 
Achievement Test) is available here in NZ and 
where one can apply to sit it? Could you also 
please advise us of any other exams that would 

The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) may be 
available in New Zealand a the .&ducationat 
Testing Service (the American organisation that 
develops and administem S.4 7J agree to thir, and 
if arrangements acceptable to thr;m could be 
made fir the security and adtninisirm'on of this 
annual exmMtlnatlnatlon. An important issue here 
wouId be whether New Zealund terniuy 
institutions recognised the SAT for entrance 
purposes. l E s  matter would needto be takm rp 
with the New Zealand Vice Chancellors' 
Committee in the first instance. 

I am aware of tests that originate j?om the 
&h~utional Testing Centre of the University of 
New South Wales. They have no status in thir 
counny as entrance e d n a i o n s .  I would see 
the PAT as being more useful for on-going 
assessment of students than these measures. 

be useful to home edccated youngsters seeking 
entrance to NZ te 22 ~ t u t i -  in he absence If your rime goal is to achieve entrance to New 
of N l i c  school q cations? Ze d t e r t i a r y  institutions for home educated 

vounpsters the Univemitv B u s w  .&amination 
'wad seem to offer moit possibdities. but as I 

z ~ m y ; ~ ~  tMsthyinte4 ,y&h F~~~ have indicated, this who& matter will need to be 
Certificate is unlikely to be m'loble to f i m e d w i t h m .  
d 2 m m  stdying & M e  the school qstm 
and that the internally assessed component of 
School Ckrtijicme md UUnim'ty Btasmy will 
create obs~cles fir these chikirm. I am not 
clear whether provision rremainrfir d i d a t a  to 
sit the Bwscuy ezwninaiion on a Mtone-~hot" bask 
in some subjects without an intemdy messed 
component. llris is a matter you wuld need to 
c w  wi'th the New Z e a  Qdzjications 
Authority. 

Tke Progressive Achievement Tests. the 
Calz@& Achievement Tests md rhe St&rd 
Achievement Tests are not exwniMtions in the 
strict sense of the word, a tttdey do not 
incoprate a pass/fail concept typical of 
tmuhutbm. &-u?ruRy too, they clo not cater 
fir stmienis who are seeking entmnce to tertimy 
adurntion. 

Signed- A. C. Crofr, Chi# Research Wcer ,  IW 
Cowlc1~1for Educational Research. PO Box 3237, 
Wellington 6CM0, hZ, ph (04) 384-7939, Far 
(04) 384-7933. 

Issue #2 
On 11 June 1996 I wrote privatelv to the NZ 

Author& to see if my 3 years of 
University study in the USA (where I gained an 
Asmiate of Arts Degree, but was just short of a 
Bachelor of Arts) could be translated into 
apptoPriate NZ qualifications d e r  their RPL 
(Recognition of Prior Learning) scheme. 
Apparently the RPL scheme is not up and 
nmning that well yet, but it promises to be a very 
useful avenue for home schoolers wanting to gain 
credits on the NZ Qualifications Framework 
which is to determine ALL quaIi6cations in NZ, 
be they academic, technicaI or vocational. 

Ihe Progressive Achievement Tests b e  been 
revised during the period 1m94 ,  and renunn 1 Juh' 1996 
mbla61e to registered schooIs or individuals ~ o n d  @ ~ % c ~ o ~  can not be gained pureb' 
holding recognised teaching @$catlatlons. (Such from prior hmanung- & aenlptions toward a 
as the fouO- who are * g  to help home qualification which might be granted based on 
schoolers: Peter Butler, 25 Harrjsville Rd., p ~ r  learning need to be ~ t e d  by the 
T-~, (09) 236-8990 ~h cumow, institution awarding the @ificatratron. I f  you 
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wish to study at wtivemTSIty the university which atension, you will understand that it does not 
you plan to attend would most likely grant you have the numbers to defeat it. The Minister trusts 
exemptions based on your overseas studies. you will make your views clearly known to the 

United Party and the Labour Party. Signed: 
AZQA provides a service for the assessment of Malcolm Bell, Private Secretary to Hon Wyatt 
ovemeas qualifications. Only completed Creech, Minister of Education, c/- Parlimnent 
qualijications which involved a minimum study of Bugs, Wellington (no stamp required), ph. (04) 
one fuU-time year are assessed. Z enclose M 471-9979, far (04) 471-2936. 
application form for you. (Alas, the fbrm was not 
enclosed.-m.) Signed: Michael Prendergast, Reply #2 5 July 1996 
Qualifications Evaluator, New Zealand When Trevor Mallard, of the Labour Party, 
Qualifications Authority, PO Box 160, introduced the Private Member's Bill, it became 

I Wellington, AZ, ph. (04) 802-3OW, Far (a) clear to the Government that we did not have a 
802-3112. majority in the House to defeat the Bill. The 

Government then worked closely with the Lobour 

i Issue #3 and United Parties wW1thin the Select Committee to 
From CHomeS get a Bill that was sensible and hadjexibility. 
To several politicians: 13 May 1996 
We understand there is an amendment to the The Bill as introduced did not cover private 
Teacher Registration Bill the intent of which is to s c h k  and the Select Committee did not 
require all teachers in all registered schools, recommend my extension. However the Labour 
including totally private schools which receive no Pmty have announced their intention to introduce 
government funding, to be state registered. This an amendment to the Bill so that it covers private 
amendment represents an abuse of central schooIs. 'lhe United Party has indicated it will 
government power. Such a measure would support this amendment. The Government 
effectively remove the independence of private therefore will not have s@cient numbers in the 
schools and also the choice in education currently House to defeat the amendment. 
afforded to parents. 

The Government will continue to oppose the Bill 
Because it signals a very serious and ominous being extended w cover private school teachers. 
change in the direction of education policy in this I believe that the Government has no role in 
country, we reqwzhlly ask you to do all in your intervening in the emphymnt contracts within 
power and influence to defeat this amendment. private schooIs. Signed: Rt Hon Jim Bolger, 
(CHomeS felt this issue to be important for home Prime Minister of M, c/- Parliament Buiuings, 
educators because if even teachers in private Wellington (no stamp required). 
schools are required to be state registered it will 
mean we home educato~s are the only ones left ly #3: 22 May 1996 
providing education who are not state registered. 2 Christia~~ W i t i o n  is strongly opposed to 
You can be sure they will come for us next. this suggestion. We believe it will do nothing to 
This is already the requirement in parts of improve the stmrdad of teaching and is agaim 

I Australia. Would some of our Australian readers the freedom and interest of private schools. We 
I familiar with this situation care to comment will continue to oppose this amendment. Signed: 

I please? We would be keen to hear from you.) Gmeme Lee MP, Leader of Christian Democrats, 

! Co- Leader of Christian Coalition. 
Reply #1: 21 May 19% 
llhe Government has worked with the United Issue #4 
Party to ily and ensure that this Bin, although From: Ian Brown. Canterbury Home Educators 
not Government policy, is at least sm-ble. lk To: Ian Revell 
Minister l e m  just a day or tw before the BiU Beaders may remember the inaccuracies and 
was to be reported back to the House that the negative innuendoes spoken about home 
Labour Party intencis to introduce an amendment schoolers by the Science and Education Select 
that will see the Bill apply to private schook. Committee when it met last year to discuss 
llhe United Party has indicated its support for children at risk due to truancy and bad 
this amendment. behaviour.. . .the first slur was that home 

schoolers were even included on the agenda. Ian 
Although the Government is against such an has been corresponding with the chairman of this 
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Committee. Here is his latest response.) 

Reply: 14 May 1996 
l%ank you for your letter dated 28 March 1996 
on the Education and Science (70mmrmttee's 
inquiry info children in educ&.on at rivk through 
truancy and behaviowaIprobh. 

I note your concern with the wmmittee's 
comments on the quality of home schooling. 
However, as the committee has now completed 
this inquiry and reported it to the Home, the 
committee does not intend to take up your 
im'tmatlon to begin a critical looR at the 
"destruction of countless lives by schoools and 
then compare the results with home educatibn. ' 

really no diflperence between rmeY1ewiavlng one or 
two home schooled children during one day and a 
classroom or a school of children. This explaim 
why reviewing one or two home schooled 
children seems so high. 

In closing, may I say that neither I nor the 
Education and Science Committee wish to meet 
with home schoolers to pursue further the matters 
they may wish ta mike. However,. I appreciate 
your comments on our report and the view point 
you have advanced. Signed: Ian Revell, 
Chairperson. Education and Science Cbmrmmrmttee, 
c/- Parliament Bugs, Wellington (no stamp 
required), ph. (04) 471-9999. 

prevlou yeur. 1 w nor 
fbresee much d13nrlty with 
the actual task of reading 
these reports and comparing 
them with those from the 
previoeviow year if these reports 
are produced. Children's 
care givers, who home school 
their children, should want to 
undmake this w k .  I assume 
the Educatlatlon Review W c e  
and the Ministry of Education 
would wirh to do the same. 

n2e $8LW cost of producing 
these reports (by the 
Education Review Q@ce 
when they used to rmeMew 
home schoolers-Ed.) is not 
fanciful as you suggest. This 
cost is the average cost of 
one reviewer from the 
Educar*on Review v c e  
spending one work day 
corresponding witfz b m e  
schooling care givers. 
travelling to and from the 
home schooling venue, 
conducfln~ the review and 
writing a-report. lXs cost 
also includes a portion of the 
Educaicaicon Review W c e S  
organisaic.ona1 overhead 
cosrs &med to the time 
spent on review w o k  It 
should be noted that there is 

Our range of Home Schooling, Teacher 
Resources and CD Rom Software is one of 

the best in the country. 
Contact us on our FREEPHONE 

0800 251 250 
and take advantage of our mail order service 

87 VICTORIA ST., PO BOX 25 125 
CHRISTCHURCH 
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weave in and out of the trres. He scampers up 
and down aueight foot ladder tothe fortwithno 
aid. He can catch a football one a t  of four 
times. His conversatims are fluid mw. Theff 
m no longer delays m his answtrs. His 
mmory is often better than miae and when I get 
sidetrackd be is quick to szmid me of what I 
was h t  to do. He loves to talk about 
books and xecently shocked 10e by picking up 
three of his younger brother's word cards and 
reading M!! He is now undenaanding the 
fouodationa of math concepts as well as matching 
and sorting. During the last three months k 
finally took off in visual s l ~ c i u g  ad 
progrcsacd hvo years. 

I'll naw address the questions you may have. 
Has it been easy? No, but if you am nmiving 
this xnagaziue, you are aware that it t&s 
additional time to care for our childrm. I'm now 
spenrling my time enabling him to care for 
himself. Is it frustrating? Yes, t h e  bave becn 
times that we have appead to stand stiU as we 
worked hard. The brain is an incdiik 
4- Eva when we are building new 
~onsmthebra in ,samt imesthcfuuci ion  
takes time to ahow up. This is the dangerous 
time wbca many give up. 

Statist & 
Professional 
Trends 

(From "Home Education m Tamaia",  Report of 
Ministerial Workiug Party, Octoker 1991) 

In Australia the home schooling wrvanent is not 
yet as well e s t a b W  as in the USA, but it is 
growing. Most state g o v m  ten3 to 
diecourage tb practice. 

Oueemland now has the strictest rules. A hame 
schooling parent must apply each year thtough 
the ~giona l  -tor of Education and must be a 
statcregistcd teacher (or must cmploy a 
registeredteachertoc0metothehom)adteach 
an approved c o r n  which is appropriate for the 
child. The only 0 t h  Qll-dad option is 
earolment m the School of Distance J3hcation at 
a coat of $1000 per year, w b  the parent 
supervises govcmumt Iesaona at hamc. 

. ._ +-- - - 
C o u M t h e d t s b e a u * o t h c r & t h e  
spcci6c stimulation that we give? No, due to the 
fact that we were so stagnant before, I recognize 
the imptma of specific e t k h t i m .  Is my 
~ n t i l l a h u r t a n d v i s u a i l y ~ c h i l d ?  
Y e s , b u t I i g h t y e a m a h c a d 6 f w h t r c ~  
rcPltes travel. Doe8 all & e . d  go to Bob 

No, but he ia ceaainly thc tool that 
God had pmded for my child. Do 1 gct the 
d t f o r w o r  No,ourfamilyisa 
team and much of cur eurxeaa ia due to Ban's 
scveaEytat-oH h t h m  Phillip end his 
six-ycar-bid biother Kemry. Has it been worth 
it? ABSOLUTELY!!! 

(Reprinted from NATHHAN NEWS, N A T d  
~Halkogad H~choooohets Associated Network, 
Vol4, Issue 3, Spring 1996, which is a Chdstian 
m-profit organimtion dediated to providing 
nxources and encouragement to f d s  
homeschooling special needs children. 
NATHHAN NEWS, 5383 Alpine Rd. SE, 
Olalla, WA 98359, USA, has an aunual 
s u b s w o n  rate of US$15. Publ.idd 
w b r l y . )  

S d  Australia is similar. Paffarts wiehing to 
h o m e s c h m l m u s t w r i t c t o t h e ~ o f t b  
Opcn Access College who aseceaea t h i r  
applicatiian. Fdon from the Education Act 
may be granted and e c d  on a yearly basis if 
the m t s  can substautiate religious or other 
grounds ,for hcnne schooling. An Elucation 
Department officer vis'i the horn to asecss the 
suitability of the environment and curriculum. If 
the pam.~t is a registered teacher, same choice is 
allowed m cwkuhm. If not, the parent must 
cnrol the child in the SA Open Access College 
(which dmrges no h). - 

In NSW. Victoria and WA home schooling 
are less rigid. h t a  axe oat 

to the Education Dqmtmd WSw) or thcir 
regid education office (other states). Th? 
SF- or Education -t 

#y .visits the family to 
eamm that the s, c u r r i m  and 
auitude of tb p~-be amdwive lo a 
good education. NSW and parents 
must show that their clddnm will & ~ e  

"ieguh and efficient mstruction". Christian 
curricula from the US am allowed pro* they 
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are used in conjunction with other Australian need more subtle answers." 
material and cover the axe areas of the state 
syllabus. The home school sgulatiws in WA Traditionally, analysts have concluded parents 
are under review. have sought exemptions from school because of 

religious beliefs, as part of an alternative lifestyle 
In the ACT the Act provides that "a good or because. of dissatisfaction with the school 
defence in any prosecution" for failing to send system. Many schools, already defensive about 
the child to school is that the child receives losing pupils, have argued that parents are 
"regular and efficient education" in the home, homeschooling for the wrong reasons and are 
with the onus of proof being with the parent or harming their children's chauces. 
guardian. There is no r e q k m n t  for the parent 
to apply for exemption or permission to home But Aitkm suspected that many parents choosing 
educate. homeschooling were middle class professional 

women choosing to have their children later in 
Tasmauian home schoolers apply to be exempted life and choosing to educate them at home. 
from atledance at state schools "for any special 
reason which the Minister may think sficientU. "We need to look at the very real possibility hat 
The Education Act states that the children must not only are they being moved from a lack of 
be "receiving elsewhere instrdon which, in the confidence but children are being very 
opinion of the Mister  after such enquiry as he satisfactorily educated by highly qualiiied 
may think necessary, is regular, efficient and women." 
adequate". Usually an agent wiU visit the parents 
to assess the curriculum, the capacity of the And she linked that trend to the deawse in 
parents to teach, and the physical learning private school enrolments. '"kie's been a & ~ .  decline in the size of the private schools sector at 

exactly the sarm time as the incmase in the 
Many home schooling parents m Australia do not domestic school sector. A shift from private 
inform the State government of their situation. institutional to private dumestic schooling would 
They believe that education is the respo11s1Wty be very interesting. 
of paffnts, not the State. In Queensland, whxe 
guidelines aff restrictive, it is believed that fewer She said msearch needed to be do= on changes 
than 30 families home school their children in home life among the middle classes to identify 
officially. The actual number is believed to be why parents were choosing homeschooling. 
mmy times greater. (Phillips, 1990) 

She suggested that mauy homeschoolers had been 
taken out of religious schools. "Maybe religious 

Homeschooling a "Phenomenon" schoois are not offering the =Nice tho= parents 
want." 

(From Education Review, June 96) 
Tk Education Review Office chowed its re* 

L .  " 
TJ,~ h a  of the ~ d ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  R~.~ office has reviews of homeschooling when its budget was 
c* for on why homeschooling a t  three Years ago and now goes id0 homes 
has grown so rapidly this decade. only after receiving complaints--about 30 a year. 

 he n&rs have j+ 230 per since A i h  said the office assumed that parents w m  
1990, to 4886 children from 2841 families in the risk of F r  d t y  education 
M y  1995. The in-se slowed inrecent years, -ha, and the g0Ve-t had little 
but last year still grew by a healthy 20 per cent. ffnancial inteffst hmschooling- 

Chief Review Officer Judith Aitkn called it a 
fascinating phenomenon which was almost What Are Kids' Rights? 
llmemrded in research. 

(From P W r s t w  North Tribune, 16 June 1996.) 
"We lmow very little about rhis sector. The 
MOE has just published the hedts of a small Our teenage daughter wants to leave home and 
piece of cuntract research. But that's tiny. We go flatting, but we tbink she is too young. Can 
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we stop her? National Party, who is cunedy the government 
in NZ, seem to be knuckling uoder to pressure 

This is typical of the many calls -ived at the frum the h i d  quarters. Three qxuate items 
C k s  Advice knxu  on the bgd rights of fiam the one issue of the Wellington Doinkion 
YoUng people. of 29 May 1996 give us three causes for cmcem. 

A young person can legally leave home at 16 First: "T2re National Party wodd not a p  to 
years of age, prarided he. or he can keep tougher abortion laws as the price of a 
themselves. However, ifthey a likely to be at ptelectiun malition with Christian p d s ,  
risk living away f o m  home, social w e h e  can Prime Minister Jim Bolger said yesday .  Mr 
tab steps for tbek aue and protection until tbey Bolger said atortion law was a conscience issue, 
turn 17. And there is no legal =striction on tbe 'always has been, always will be'. A s W  
young person signing a tenancy a-, but w h e k r  that position was the bottom lk for the 
the ladlord aumot doice the agxement if the National Party in any coalition talks, Mr Bolger 
tenant is d e r  18, if it "would be unfaii or said it was. Chdstian Coalition CO-leader 
unreasonable to do so." Ci+aham Capill said his party in parti& 

regarded changes in abortion law as a bottom-line 
In practice, most M l d s  mting p m p ~ t y  to p i t i on  in my coalition negotiations. 
people uuder 18 years of age leqtliie a person 
ovei 18 to sign the agmzment. That person will Second: "The G o v e m t  has a r m o d  a 
then be liable for ulrpaid rent and any damage to wide-ranging mview of liquor laws that will open 
thePIopertY- the issues of Sunday trading, the minimum 

drinking age, supermarket and off-licence sales 
Conttary to common belief, pparents are not on S h y  and health warnings. The advisory 
reqomi'ble for theii children's &bt unless tbey d t t e e  would be chaiied by Sir John 
have agreed to be a guarautor to tbe contract. Robertson, of Wellington, a f o l m ~  -tary for 
Any cuntracts or debts incurred by young parple justice and fomrer &f ombudsman. Mr 
lmder 18, and without a guarantor, are Robertson said New Zealaalcrs had responded 
d o r o ~ b l e .  matunly to liquor law changes in 1990, which 

intduced a wider range of driuking 
We sometimes get caIfs Erom teaagem wanting establishments and less restricted trading hours. 
to ]mow at what age they can start babysitting to 'We'll be looking to see that freedom is 
cam sclnre pocket money. The law says a chiki enauragad and cxpded,' he said." 
becomes a young ptrson at 14 and can then be 
bfi alone, or be a babysitter. Of murse, Third: 'Gambkn will be able to h r t  
axamon seaae should prevail as to the bnkmtes into gaming m a k s  under changes 
&cum- & which toddks or babics a t m o d  by Intcmal ABah Minister Peter 
should be left in the aue of a 14-year-old. Dmm yesterday. Uoder the new nxles, g e l e r a  

can insert hmknotes and $1 and $2 anus into 
Criminal iesponsiity is an arcs in which there gaming machines, inatead of having to feed them 
segns aoant confusion. At 10 ytars of age a small cbangc lmdcr thc old rules. Maximum 
child is deemed to be able to accept criminal increase from $100 to $500, and from 
re-tr, under that age a &Id cazu~ot for jackpots. The limit on the 
appear before a rriminal coua or a youth court. number of gaming machines in a venue will 
Betwaen10aod15ycanold,achiMcrmonlybt in- from 12 to 18. Earlier this month 
ptoaecntcdforacriminaloE~iftbofFenais C I u k t h  Drmocrat.8 leader Graeane Lee...said 
rmrrder, loanh-tcr or a miew trafIic ofFence they w d  bring a $1.6 billion maease in 
a d  if the ddd uuderstands the actions were turnover and a gambling addiction 'explosion'. 
w m g  and against the law. In otber types of CollqRllaive Gambling Society excutive &tor 
offences, they may be brought befonz a family Ralph Gsdelan said removing restiictions wouId 
gioIrpconf-. result m an extra 6000 machines. The 

consequence would be equivaht to opening folli 
Natiod is Knuckling or five more casinos." 

A fouah issue comes from a pmss %lease of 24 Wi the ~ s s =  QQ as the first MMP e M o n  ,- 1996: "Ttk Chiistian Cdtim is am 
approaches, the traditionally wnaervative 

Christian HomeSchoolers Australasia Page 26 July/Aupt 1996 



at the deci&m of the National Party at their is: cl- Parliament Bldgs, Wellington [no stamp 
Conference on the weekend to support the required] ph. (04) 471-9550, fax. (04) 471-1198 

ation of solioitiug by prostitutes. A or the Paeroa Office: ph/fax (07) 862-8176. 
law change now will apply pressus for the 
legalisation of brothels as well. Co-Wers I will also urmhmedy and unhesitatiugly 
Graham Capill and GTaem: Lee said it is enamrage you to vote for the Chrihm Coalition 
interesting to see how same politicians with your Party vote when the e M o m  mme in 
bmdiately seize upon an anomaly m the law to October. If the CC gets only 5 % of the party 
introduce further libedatiun. This does not vote it means Christians will have six MP's in tk 
need to be the way to address the problem. next P a r h t  who were voted in on a Christian 
Rather, what is needed am taugher masuies to platform under a Christian name. It seems most 
m e  the anomaly and to admit that it was of the political forecasters a p e  that the 
wlong allalong." Christian Coatition MF's would then be required 

by the other so-called wmervative parries to 
Now THAT s o d s  like a p t  way for formacoalition Govemment....they willhave to 
politicians to approach p r u b h .  Let's vote deal with and listen to Christians who were voted 
thcse kind of politicians into P a r h t !  into Parkuxat as Christians who promised a 

united Christian voice m Parliament. Praise God 
for this oppommity! - - 

Christian Cdtion 

F- the Graenr: IS Letter NO. 22, May 96: Strengthening 
Jenny Shipley b at it again Her sratemenf 
WiFhing w get the &an ~n dam is very Support Groups 
good y she told the Abortion Supmi~ory  SchooIcEkhn amund New Zealand have a lrew 
&nunin& w tell rhe Cern'fui.g com&atm io way to leam about WC safety thanks to an 
interplet the Act ccnrectiy, the abortion wll Aucklanl schoolboy. Learning the roed code out 
wuId be h a l v e d - 4  it wouktn't cost a cent. of a book can be a "bit drab", said l&ye;u-okl 

iuzsplmlyafmoncyandbgoing BcQMils~n. 
to "" spend over JT 6 d i m  a year cn- or nearly 
fiee contraccptior~ ihe smne ideas h e  been Aftex studying ioad safety at school, the St 
oiolcd m e a s  awi havejded in aery case. W g c m  School ( A u c W )  student thought it 

would be more inten=sting for children to leam 
I have spokn in Parliament recently about drc tb& s k x k s  and gamcs on oomputtr. His idea 
w e d  policies of the Family Planning was takm up by a family friend who developed a 
Assodarion Zpoinrcd out innty speech rhnr rhe CD-Rorn, 'Stnet sense", with the Land 
FamiIy Plmudng Ass~~~~at ian  was mui-pmm, Traneport Authority. The CD-Rom has two .. . rrmi;fmnily and ad-c-. Afer an hvmg books', a clipboard of p i a s  which 
huuh'bly long time, we think other MPs are schools can down-load for projects, and a variety 
beginning w reaiire jmt how ovrr+mkd and of road d = t y  games. 
over-rated this organ&~'on is. It was pleasing 
to talk a b m  m matenial W i g  available from "Street Sen=" was launched ~cent ly  by 
the Parenting with Co-ce Orgmrirm'on and Transport Minister Maurice Williamson, & 
aiso mr excellent programme by W m m  For La>. will be given to eve? l ~ h & & d k  
We have balanced material f i m  these p u p s  thecoraurv. 
which das &serve being supported by tar: 
payers fiends. Make sure you write w Jenny Vbi~ NZPA article was m a recsnt issue of the 
Shipley and tell her nicely but JirnnlSv. man Manmvaar Evening Stmrdmd. I wauM suggest 
Jenny Shipley, c/- Parliament Biiigs, WeUingwn local Support Groups should w l y  for a fiee 
[no stmnp rep'led].) copy of this CD-Rom if it is of any interest. 

Write direct to: Maurice Williamson, Minister of 
Graerne Lee, leader of the Christian Danocrats Transport, Parliamult m g s ,  Wehgton [no 
and co-leader with Graham Capill of the stamp mxpked]. He can only say no at the 
Christian Heritage Party of the Christian worst, but with so many support groups out 
Coalition, publishes this monthly newsletter for there, he will soon get the message and probably 
fnx callcd the Graeme Lee Letter. His adkss  makc provision for you.) 
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Theologically The putitan "experiment" m North America 
succeeded for a time bacaus it was supported by 

Speaking a cultural consensus which was rooted m the 
Bible. Despite many differences mong the 
puritans on points of doctrim: and church 

The Puritan Dilemma practice, they shared a coomncm rmderstardmg of 
the Bible's teaching about God, His providential 
dealings m history, the natuxe of man, and the The early Puritan colonists in b r i c a  of the role (and limitatiml of jnstitutiOllS 

1600% when f d t i n g  the types of Mdained by God to pravide order in the afw of 
government each colony should take, came up 

society. Ci order was the fruit of this 
agaiust what has been called the Puritan ~ t d t h e o l o g i c a l c o n s e n a u s ~  
Dilemma. The "dilemma' m question arose in 
the Puritan mind out of two fundamental tenets Sadly, -tBt" did not last. It of theology. was not overthrown by a fmign invader, or by 

domestic crises. It was by means of the teaching that man was clpated theological defectia-a loss of Biblical faith. m the "image of God," and has been given a 
d t e  from his Creator to advance God's social and political crisis is fi . tany a Kingdom and righteousness in every asea of Life crisis. It will not admit of a quick (Gen 1 :n-28; Matt 6:33). l'h~ h i ,  peace, fm. Our puritan fmfathes drstd that 
and -5 were seen as political 11-y and social peace were fruit which F~~~~ for productive a d  pohhcal grew , the tree of Biblical faith. To - our life. (cf. IT Tim 2:2-3). nation back will requiff a reatoration of a Biblical 

theological WIWZISW which win support social 
the *y mortant doctrine man political reformation. As in Josiah's day, the is a falhen creatuff, and as a simer must be of God's Law. be -&, iestrained frum working out hia evil int&iona m read, believed and obeyed. 

society. This restraint is aaxmplkbd through 
several forms of Biblical 'govtmmcnt'- -family, A recovery of B i i  preaching, tea- 4 church, state but ultimately SW-govermnmt. is absolutely necessary. This 
Yet (and here is the dik-d t b  govenrments Chzistirm day- and h- -tion 4 
(and m Wmhw the state) may, m thc hands of ChiistianpubliC8ti~ which an, tiuc to the word 
sinful - 0 ~ 8  of ~ ~ d .  ~h~ who profis ~t must beconr: 
-8s and fkedom. serious about radical and complebensive 

O ~ ~ ~ ~ I L C C  to the W d  of God. Piety divorced 
J o b  Wmthol,, the Pwitan gw-I of the f- om plays into bands of the 

Bay C01ay7 sought to devise a m y  (cf. 2:2&23). Given the lack of self-' 
political sYstcm that wOuM adcquaCe~ take gOVemmnt ("self--ol," Gal 5~23; "training 

Of both of a rcalitieB-a godliness " I Ti 4:7) on the of SO political stmctus which would maximize who claim b be . . , it is mall wonder * -Y SW the that our d d  ~ ~ g O V e m  wen. h w b  
aametimhoMing tbeii evil tendencies in check. people carmot aml sugtain a lawful 
Winthrop uuderstood that the "Puritan dilemma" order., a d d  not be solved in poIitical ttrmp alone. 
Two '0th~ item, a flonri- ministry on the So wheff do we home schoolers go - he=? 

: @ of the church a sw s m  m t  an, we to do? We an, alffady providing ~~ also be to @ce desid &-tim and training fat - thorough and 
many ways b a e  lam two CODS*tly Bi t ,m  than -bes have -. 

eIemeots we= the most important. But this is no reason to relax. We can improve. 
For His sake wr: MUST improve. We paients A --and-a-half later, a far less C X P ~ ~ ~ Y  must NOT ONLY d u a l l y  seek a closer 

Puritan faahion, the U.S. Constitution Baught to with the Lord, BUT ALSO a mare achkJJe the same b.hl= fJetween libem for to a Word j,, to S t  the 
good purposes and the restraint of evikloii. example for our c h i l h .  We must NOT ONLY 

strive to see Christian p o l i t i ~  and Christian 
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Political Parties m Parliament, we must ALSO The Westminster Assembly of Puritans (called by 
. 

encourage them to be ever more Eiilical m tbeir the English Long Parliament of 1643 to 1652 to 
policies a d  public statemmu. We must NOT reform the Church of England) consisted of 20 
ONLY become serious about comprehensive laymen from the House of Commons, 10 laymen 
obedience to the Word, we must ALSO know the fmm the House of L d s ,  121 Engtish clergymen 
Word mtimately. plus a delegation of Scottish Presbyterians. They 

met m 1,163 sessions to produce axnpxkmive 
Now hae I lake my life m my haads and ask and difmitive answers to questions such as we 
readers as smcsrely and eanmtly as I can: what have raised.... to avoid as many fimue dilemmas 
do we perceive, what concepts came to our as they add .  They wrote: 
minds, when we say, "obey the Word"? I trust 
we will autamatically answer, "lh Bible, of The, m m s  J d e .  by which all 
rmu4e!" Amen! Now k t  me ask, "DO we mean controVe;Sia of Gigion' to be 
AU. of the Bible?" Am we like sonre d e t u  hyperdiinsationalists I have met who dispense , and all decreea of muacils, 

with the Old Testament it is. well .... vou opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of 
Imow.....itisOLD! OurL,odsaidtjlat-&to men, and m t e  sp*, are to be 
live by EVERY word that proceeds out of tbe examined, and in whose senten- we are 
mouth of God. (Matt 4:4). We must never heat to feet, am be m, & but the Holy spgt 
the Bible like a amorgasbord. speaking in the saiptms. 

Now, let ask, fa this is jnwrtmt, a d  what Noticewho we aff to heed: the Holy Spirit of we believe m h areas we will pass on to our God, not the spirit or voice of mere ;-. 
chiMren set cuurse for much of their b f m  are we told to test the spirits (I John lives, so we had better have it right. Do we 4:1). And also notice th: through which 

the Bible AU)NE lo tc the word Of we hear the HOV spirit of  GO^: the Scriptuffs God? Or do we allow for modern-day additicms So us makt the --, the WriUcn Word; and alterations? What do I mean? Well, J e w  fna and in our home just as our *Id and dew Tor*, God's word as Saviour, the Living word, is to tx. first and last, &livexed by Moses the prom' He the Alpha and the Omega, in every sea of our amstantly ridiculed and condcmncd the Pharisees livCS. 
they taught as docLrint the kdit im of 

men, that is, their book of additions and N~~~~ alterations Often re- to the Tolnucd- Do (1) Ejrapted from artick by Rev Roger Wagner our prayer groups ever wait in silmce for a in Peqmjnt, Soutkm California Center for "word" fmm Gcd? Do the Vipims and bitsof Ses, PO Box 328, Plad, CA that then anne Out get woven 92871, USA. 
as 'a word fram the Lord for us today_"? ~ - -.b 
such "words" or "pphesies" 
f iomtbepulpi ts tandmour  
minds on an equal level with 
the eternal, lifegiving Words 
of the Lord God Almighty? 
Are we moving toward the 
position of the Quakers who 
have dispensed with the Bible 
altogether because h y  have 
this "h light", claiming 
John 14:26 as their authority 
for doing so? Do not allow for 
additions or alterations to tbe 
Word of God! Read Revelation 
22:18-19. "Sola Scriptura!" 
was tbe cry of the Reformation: 
"The Bible alone! " 

Chtistian HomeSchoolers Australasia Page 29 



kwdng-mM. 
~~. 

$10.00 $ 

$10.00 $ 

- $10.00 $ 

BYS Eaah~orms 
$10.00 $ 

T o t a l  Enclosed: $---- 
S, 4 Taw- St, Palm=*( 

Page 30 JulyIAugust 1996 



Resource wallr;% T A ; . ~  Miracle ~ T M )  Radical R.evUp for Kids (RU) 
Review HOW to Motivate, Manage & Market 

Yourself 0 
Step by Step to Literacy by Lisa Mcks-Smith 

by Ruby Corbet Review (Part II) by Craig Smith 
(Dtmnom Press,  aim Nth, rrp=$34.95) 

Review by Steven Thompson Fabrication of Dreamworld 
One result of this "I can belam mv own pad" 

Ruby Corbet is a remarkable woman who attitude is the way readers are e&urag2 to 
has devoted her life to helping people escape fabricate their own envirmmmt. In W?;M we 
fiom the deadening hand of atemcy. As a fmdthefollowing statements: 
teacher with over 40 years of experjence, she has 
developed a -ue method of teaching ]itemcy *I $0 be hW?Y all the h e  even when 
skills. Her methodology may not strictly follow P eopk are cruel to me. This naturally pnxldes 
the u-nt -ching theoryn but is no any possibility of wanting to find out why 

someone would be cruel to you....it may be 
especially in olle-on-one teaching sessions, a fact 
which wiU be of interest to those who have the backside. But that is not the kind of thiDg 
decided to embrace home schooling. that will malo: me "happy", so I will avoid it. 

Step by Step to Literacy builds on the work On top of that is the Biblical command that if 
of her successful book Looking at Leners. As has against us, and we come 
the title implies the book takes the reader in to know about it, it is up to us to go and make it 
easy-to-follow steps k- the initial stages of right ...to initiate a -ciliation. Watthew 
learning through to the acquisition of total 523-24). The end result is happy, but the 
literacy for all age levels. Ruby Corbet uses PmSs can be indly painful. this 
whole sentences in her d i n g  plans, but most of saying wants to build its own false reality by 
the is in and using avoiding the issues. 
the building blocks of letter sounds, oombmatim 
of letters, and the rules governing them, such as *I decide my ownpasitive mood for faday. 
the intluence of e, i, and y on vowels (short and To do this, olle must completely ignore the 
longj and on and (hard and silent reality of what is going on around YOU. At its 
letters, and so on. best it is simply elitism, making yourself out to 

Con 'on exercises to focus the be h e  the common rabble, umnowd and 
le-r on z g e  begin the h s o m  and heIpm m t i v a ~  by o f ~ ~ ~ d a y  
background information ewers affas in which m the street. At worst it is again denying Gai's 
the home educators themselves may be limited. commands wbere He says, "...we-ep with those 
one important result of her method is the who weep.. .do not be haughty but associate with - ~ - ~ i m p r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ m .  ~~~h thelo~ly."(Roman~12:15-16). 

children have achieved acceptable standards of 
and --ion but failed to *How Ifeel is my &&ion. 

h e l o p  essential spelling &ins. A sectia on This is total escapism, living in your own dream 
remedial literacy teaching is useful for those who world. If God pints  out to YOU your 5, this 
are concerned about the current level of progress book will tell you to deny those negative thoughts 
of their childmu. and be positive. Why feel guilty (even though 

As a teaching aid to literacy, Step by Step Y ou are) when you can decide to feel like a 
is a most enjoyable book to resd. It is written in 
humorous style with may rhymes being used to On page 56 and 57 of tbe MMM book, we are austrate spelling mmbiMtim and vowel toId about psitive 
s o d s .  With its wide selection of bright, self-talk, avokling 
innovafive exercises Step by Step is a book which -ssarJ' negatives. Again, this is fabricating 
all panmts involved in home. schooling should an detached from reality. 

have escapism for kids. They are advised to 
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replace bad thoughts with good ones. Yet there "They knew that what they were doing was 
is no advice on how to deal with the bad thoughts against the law a d  would be_ conderrmed by 
or determiue w h  they come from or why. society, but the= facts would not matter to them, 
The childffn are told to affirm, "I am happy" to because what they did was not an infringemeat of 
themselves. It seems that ieality doesn't count, their own moml code. Tlae law of the land was 
and if the youogster is miserable, he is just to not their affair. Tne insanity plea failed, simply 
forget about it and be happy. because they clearly knew that what they were 

doing was wrong." 
Rev Up gets worse on page 46. This kiad of 
advice wuld inoculate a person from ever Here is another lovely bit of self-affirmation, a 
becoming a Chhtian. Jesus said he came not to "booster", written by an %@ah working man: 
call the righteous but sinneis to q a t a u c e  
(Matthew 9:13); not to ?reat the well but to be a In this mtck tk a mun whose Imenr genius, if 
physician to the sick (Matthew 9:12). But Rev d a s h e d ,  wodd rock the nation, whose dynamic 
U p  wants us to never put o u r s e . 1 ~ ~ ~  down or energy wouId overpower those mound him. 
speak badly of ourselves. Let = ten you, Jesus Benu lef hinr sleep. 
was taEng about finding peuple who were 
willing to call themselves dirty, rotten sinnen. It The writer kept this in the cab of his truck at his 
wiU be those humble mes and not the workplace, w h m  he could read it over and over 
self-righteous puffed up by their own opinion of each day. It was written by Peter W i  
themselves who He will receive and justify. But Sutcliffe, c0mmonIy known as the YoilcPhire 
this book teaches total escapism. It is secular Rippr, who brutally mud=red and mutilated at 
humanism at its best. It is anti-Christian to the least 13 women in the late '70's.t 
core. 

Inaccurate Information 
Let me illustrate what I ~llean. I have here a nice The Rev Up book has a go at explahhg God in a 
little poem which I think you will agree would coupb of places. That makes it a work of 
make a great "Booster" with which o x  may treat Theology. It is a popular theology that is 
-self, as Rev Up page 46 tells us. expoused, but one that is m n d d  by the Biile 

and specifically spoken against by the Apostle 
2he mmt glorious beings in creation, Paul. 
They'd be the pride and joy of mry nmMm. 
my me men sudr fodr fhey nill nor re& On page 26 it says, "God loves you just as you 
Ike wisdom that ir hidden behind b e  strange are. He may not like all the things you say and 

eyes. do, but that wiU never stop H i  loving you. 
And these w ~ I p e o p i e  are you rmd I. You am cne of His kids." This false doc- 

clearly teaches that we are fire to do whatever 
Juliet Hulm and Pauline Rieper wroe: it about we pleas, no matter how horrendous it may be, 
thamselves. On 22 June 1954, the= two lovely because this "god" will never stop loving his 
yaung ladies bashal out the brains of P a W s  kids. After Pad expkins somzthing of tbe 
mother with a brick in Victoria Park, nmalinr, natm of God's grace in foigivmg our 
Christchmch. '"lk trial centffd on tb question aias m Romans 5 ,  he asks the rhetorical question, 
of theiu sanity. Even after admitting the crime "ShaU we contirnue in sin tha! grace may 
they mmained cool and arrogant. They were abound?" A d m g  to the doctrioe on page 26 
incredibly nde to examhhg psychiatrists, Juliet of Rev Up the answa is, "Yes!" But of course 
fuaher assert& that they were geniuses and the answer of Paul and the Bible is "No!" 
above the law. The insanity plea was based on (Romans 6:l- 2). 
pamuoia. They appeared normal, but in fact the 
killing could be regarded as pioof of hi. And we a s  not all His kids. We are all His 
codition. When the m o i c  is thxateaied, as creatures, but only Christians who have been 
these girls were by what they most feared, born h m  above (John 1 :12-13) and adopted into 
separaiion, he or she beagnes dangerous. Any God's family (Romans 8:23) aff God's children. 
action which removes the threat is kgitimate, 
and even while on trial the two girls thought the Page 27 of RU says, "Just like you, God gets 
killiog of Mrs Rieper quite justified. lonely. " How pathetic! Here is a "god" made in 

the likeness of sinful man, that sinful man may 
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manipulate this god by thrPatening to withhold 
his f-q! No W- mis is rid Teaching 
to love you no matt= what you do. Read the 
aisl. fat y0ur.o~ and ilm ask yo-v if Ti God of the Bible (not tb one m Rcv Up) gets 
lonely. 

PS 
I Can't S p d  

The second paragraph on page 45 of W l W  by Alan Cumow 
proclaii a difbnmt gospel thau the one in the 
Bile. It ties m well with the false teachings I why can't spell? maw. it is poorly 
have P- Out Up to now, but is codemud taught. Or, to put it am& way, spelliug has 
and the one who spreads m h  u n e  is never been psentcd to you in a systematic way. 
a d  a d m g  to Galatians 1 5-9. You are not alum. Manv colleee students 

It is plausible bemu= thm is a germ of truth m 
it. "Gcd sent His Son Jesus to Earth to heli US 
that He loves us (so far so good) and that when 
we die we'll go and live with Gad. ' This last bit 
is untrue, sadly, for the bulk of d s  
+tian. N o w b  m any of tht meted  tbat 
I read was thtre any n ? f m  to the two most 
important facts whi& matrca tht fact of God's 
love have any meaning: the facts tbat we are 
sirmcrs and &fore d of God and the 
fact that Christ vohmtady dkd for those sicmxs 
h w n t o G o d a s t b e ~ . R ~ 5 : 8 i s t h e  
classic veise on this: "But Gcd deanonstrates 
own low toward us, in that while we w a  still 
-9 Christ dkd fa us." Christ indicated that 
most people wiU go to hcll (Matthtw 7:13-14). 
So to tell people, cvea little chiklrrn, that we all 
go to htavcn when we die H deceitful and can 
g i w t b e m a f a h ~ o f a e a P i t y i n ~ h P c s  
(Godlovesme somuch, Hewillnevethannme) 
rather than total security in God (''Repent 
thcrcfose aud be wnvcrtcd, that your sins may be 
blotted out, so that rimes oficfhhkg may - 
f i o m t b e m  0ftheLord.' -Acts 3:19) 

-.- ~ 

struggle to spell words dy. Pu$ls, I find, 
are often taught to lem lists of words in an 
unamded way, without any pgttem to them. 

Haw should spelling be taught? 1) The short 
vowel s d s  in %letter words. 2) The first 100 
basic words. 3) consonant blends at the beginning 
of words. 4) consonant digraphs: sh, ch, th, wh, 
thr. shr. 3 The lone vowel sounds. 6) Vowel 
digraphs sJch as 'ai' k train. 7) ~ i v i d ' i  a word 
into syllables. 8) Prefixes, suffixes and rwt 
words. And so the progffssion cuntiuues. 

Do I imply lea- to spell is easy? No, the 
English language has abaoabed many foxeiga 
words, and also correct pronunciation of words is 
poor. 

The most common 300 w d s  makc up 70% of 
ordinary nadiug. Theac simpler words should be 
kamed by sight. To get an overview of how 
s p c ~ s h o u l d b e t a u g h t I ~ t h e b o o k ,  
Rc&g and SpcUing Made Simple, by Mary 
Aedrcw, a NZ teacher. Thia kook is m all large 
Ebmiea. 

Notes (Akm is a leaming consultant who may be 
1) The= two t* from * w'a's contacted at 200 Hill St., Ridmcmd, Nelson.) 
Cireatest Crimes, by W. Barringtm Gfi, 
HamlynPublishing Group Ltd., Lmdon, 1990. 

q o  Be C m  Next Issue) 
Keepkg Computers "Ckann 

Christianity does not command 
all things bceawe we have 
limited it to a foitb for the 
church rather than a faith for 
the world and for every sphere 
of life and thought. A limited 
Christ is no Christ at all. 
-RJ ~ o o n y ,  The Unknown John Calvin, 
Chalcedon Report, June 1994. 

Steps Parents Can Take 
TheiseutofchiM~"ssafttyanthtIntemetisa 
&bate that is katiug up. Pasuta want their kids 
to be computer literate, but they may not wsnt 
thcm sur@ through the Internet's sea of smut. 
It's not an eitberlor proposition. With a few 
keystrokes, and sure quality-time amversation, 
it's possible to keep both g d o n s  mlatively 
m y - a n d  &. There are steps which 
"low-tech' parents can 6: 
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(F- Page 1) church-perfect, holy, and good. He needed . 
will spoil the child. And Dads, it is your nothing more! And God had warned mnnkinrl 
responsibility to take loving control of this most that if we disobeyed Him we would surely die. 
vital asx !  Gad would have been perfectly just to have 

written us all off and sent every single cne of us 
Well, I don't want to labour this point. There to hell. But, despite our sinfulness; despite our 
are numerous things written an it. Can I juat say disotxxlknce; despite our constant r e b e h ;  
two practical things to those of you with very Christ came to earth, laid aside the glory of 
young child= it has been our expe&ae that heaven, entered the realm of sinners, (and oh 
children uuderstand right from wrong long how that must have ofkded His holimss), took 
before w. can talk. You often hear the terrible our sin on His shoulders, bled and died for us! 
two's referred to. My wife a d  I talk about the Why? v 27: "that He might p-t to Himself 
terriile 9 months! or the temble 12 months! We the church m all her glory, having no spot or 
bave foud that by clamping down early on wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be 
eating habits, manners, fighting, and general holy and blameless." Aod Paul says: "So 
behaviour, it has saved us mmy a battle when husk& ought also to love theii own wives.. ." 
they're older! 

Oh my f r h i s ,  how different this model is to that 
The other rhiug I would like to just mention is presented by the world! The world pssents 
that sometimes tbtre are 0 t h  factors that one Dads as setting the macho image: it is frum Dad 
must take iato consideration WOE disciphbg a that one is supposed to learn not to cry; it is from 
child. It is interesting that when Elijah became Dad that one ahould lcam that hard exterior, 
depressed and sullcy and wanted to die after his putting all emotian under control. My friends 
contest on Mt Carmel, God gave him steep and not so with the Christian Dad. From 
f a d .  The same can be true when dealing with Christirm Dad should flow an example of Christ's 
behavioural problems. Of course, one must love, sacri6ciaI love, serving love, love that 
guard against thest things bting an excuse for wnsiders others before omself. 
bad behaviour, but, oh so oilen, a few early 
nights to bed can work miracles! And again, Dads, me you teaching your children to love 
that is why as Dads we have hem made rbt: k a d  the= mothers? Are you teachiug them what it is 
of the home looking to the needs of every single to love others? Aie you a model of g e n b s s ?  
 son, a d  M i n g  just what is needed at Do you a h  them &tion? Is your fathering a 
any me point m time. densonstration of what it means to be 

u n d c e ,  caring, and waml? You Bee, your 
5.) love leadership must ensure that the home is shelter -, 
-pa the most dominant Scriptural tkmw from this mad dog-eat-dog world, and for that to 
when it comes to tbe role of fathers is the med to happa, it must be marked by love f r m  you!! 4 .L 

exex& love. An3 when we ace that, it ought to c*. 

mala us sit up a d  take notice. The Bible is 6.) Yahoo! 
Gal's Word, and God knowa us better than we Do you know what yahoo is? It is fun! 
know ourselves, and hence, EIie Word usually Enjoymnt! Liviug it up! And I don't have any 
picks up on our wealmesses and addresses them! Bible verse to back this point up, but I can point 

to tk example of J e m :  we are told that Jesus 
And for husbands and fathera it is this need to came "eating and drinking", and m Jobn 2 we 
d s e  love. Paul saya in that passage we read read of the start of Jesus' public ministry, and 
m Epbsians 5 and 6 two things: 1) that we m what was it that He did? Well, He went to a 
to love our wives as Christ loved the Church, wedding h t  that probably lasted all week and 
ami 2) that we me not to provoke our c h i l b .  we read that His first miracle was to change 
Both of tho= angles are d y  eddzcssing the water into wine! 

I need for sacrificial love, are they not? Love that 
puts others before ourselves, love that seeks to The point I'm trying to make is simply this: 
serve, even if it be to our own disadvantage. Jesus was no ascetic, He wasn't some sort of 

recluse, a monk in a monastery. No, he miKed 
What sort of love did Christ lavish upon the with people, yes, tax collecbrs, prostitutes, and 
church? My friends, He didu't need the church, ordiuary simrers (if there is such a thing); and He 
did He? He was complee without the came "eating and drinking" Matthew tells us; and 
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1 1 If families are to t5: stresses azid 
He o f f e d  life to all! cbdhges they axe now facing. W it v:iu br 

bmuse bolsbds and fathers bzve provided 
And I want to put it to you tbat it is easy for io- I d r a p  in tbek horns. YAY 

us to ou; responsx&ks so srioUSly that we enable us to change whens that is necessary and 
forget: hosi to laugh, hoar to LW a g~ time, difiatge our responsibSi&s in a G o d - h a w k  
how to enjoy W e  d livc it to the full. I want to way! 
put it to yon rhst it is easy fcr us to c01lchxIe that 
a holy znd pious person is one who is always 
dezp in thought, somber, serious, and seldom Trading 
smites or laughs. h3y friend, if I've just 
dzscribed thc way you have d, tSen kt m Post 
warn you: ycm will suck tb & f  out of your l!hi& 
family and your kids wiU be looking for that A teacher's edition of the love1 6 SK4 
manellow moment to leave home! Mathematics book. Phone Mts I. Kejmer, (09) 

627-1993 or write to 45 Halsey Dr., LMr:Id, 
Bow can clddsn grm up in that atmosphere? Auclclaod. 
How cantbey aecthat y o u h a v e f d f i f e t o t h e  
full in Christ, if you spaxi all your time moping H o ~ h o o l e r s  Science Extravmanza Pack 
a d  as if you were attendkg a funeral. And This is a "How To" pack for hornescho~bg 
so, I close with this last thought: M, it is your suppoa group. It explains the who, what, 
rcspomibi3ity to ensure that your family has w h ,  W-, how and why of pianaing and 
some h d  nznoing a fun science day for your support 

g-. It melds jdeas on activities, a & e l k  
You must lead in Yahoo! And of dime, to do to organisation, criteria for investigations and 
that, you wiU have to spend d dme with judging, cantacts for lesaurces, etc. It is based 
hem, won't you? on our e x w n m  of nmuing auch days over the 

last three years so you won't have to cope with 
Conclusion the mforseen problems we have now learned to 
Well, now I'll be honest and tell you why I cape with! The answers as all there f a  you. 
ended with Yahoo. Jkcause what I've been Bring your home schooling group to life with a 
describing for you tonight has been FAMILY Science Extravaganza Day! Send $10 payable to 
life! Family spelt: Christina Coward, 201 Meburne Rd., Islad 

Bay, Wellington. 

ACTION 
STATION 
1)Perhaps an Australian reader c o d  write re 
Issue K3 on page 21. 
2) Write to Jenny Shipley about b unacceptably 
high a) abortion rate. ard b) F d y  Planning 
Associatian fundiug; see page 27. 
3) write. Minister of Trausport for fffe Road 
Code CD; see page 27. 
4) If you can help with any of the requests 
among the "Letters" column, please write. 
5 )  Make sure the children enter the Puzzle 
cantest, page 6. 
6) Write the advertisers for the free catalogues 
i m y  of them ofikr. 
7) Enwmge your home schooling friends to 
subscribe to Keysrum. We need moe 
s u b s m i s  to keep the rates from in-&. 
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F--for leadership in Faith 
A-for leadership in Academic development 
M-for leadership in Material provision 
I--for leadership m lnstmction and disci line 
1--for leadership shaped and d e h d  by %ue 
Y-of anuse, for leadership in yahoo! 

And my friends, if we as Dads as to function 
well m our families, it is absolutely necessary 
that we focus on all of these aspects, otherwise 
our headship will be defective and our h m s  
will lack the bdauoe that God intended from tbe 
beginning. 

My friends: how's your h m  life? Have you 
got somethiq of this balm= we have k e n  
speaking about? Is your home school marked by 
development m all these areas? If it's not, then 
may I plead with you to ciete- to change tk 
habits you have gotten into before the start of this 
school year! 


	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: 
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
	Text20: 


