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Editorial

‘We want to say a big “Thank
You” to Sheryl Rogers of Auck-
land who has been a foundation
Trustee of Christian Home Schoolers of
NZ, Inc,, from the day of its legal incorporation. The
need for the Trustees to be in closer, more constant
contact has made it difficult with the others being in the
lower North Island, so Sheryl has stepped down. She
and husband John are still home educating four at
home as well as making time for their new grand-
danghter. Thanks Sheryt and John!

The HefNet, Home Education Foundation’s email dis-
cussion group, has had a rip-roaring six months since
its beginning! There were 54 messages posted in
August, 104 in November, 177 in December and so far
in January (today’s the 19th) there have been 1451
There have been great discussions on unschooling,
curriculum materials for history, feminism, coping with
toddlers, feminism, the social welfare system and femi-
nism, Christianity, atheism & feminism, unemploy-
ment and the spectre of having to send your children
back to school. Sec page 4 for details of how to join,

The kids next door, for whom we babysit for at least 2
hours five days a week, had a month of D.ARE. (Drug
and Aicohol Resistance Education) at the school up the
road. It was right through the curricnum. In spelling,
the words were related to D.A.R.E., and I also learned
that the kids get to choose their own words to learn for
their spelling quizz cach week. Here are the lists from
the 9-year-old: Week 2: glue, gin, drugs, pills, crime,
smoking, feelings, beer, wine. Week 3. support, jail,
tabacco, police, respect, dope, petrol, caffeine, nicotine.
Week 4: choices, panadol, whiskey, drugs, smoking,
cannibis, nicoting, sharing, spirits, misuse,

Well, judging by the words, this poor 9-year-old knows
more about drugs, intravenous use, booze of all types,
the effects of them all, where to get more information
and support, and the legal penalties associated than 1
did when I was a 15-year-old who had just spent 14
months travelling all over Europe staying in the cheap-
est {ie, sleaziest) parts of every city. Back in ‘68 we
had a day or two at school when a cop would come and
talk about Mary Jane (MJ, marijuana) and even pass a
joint around class on a paper plate. Listen, those kinds
of lessons couldn’t teach us anything: one time the
paper plate came back to the cop with TWO joints on it.
Those who knew about it knew ALL about it; those who
knew nothing, didn’t want to know, but got their minds
dragged through it anyway, whether they needed it or
not....just like dogs on the dosing strip or sheep in the
sheep dip. It is the same with sex education classes:
they take remarkably clean minds and fill them with
smut. ['m here to tell you we would never treat our
children at home the way they would treat them in the
state system if we gave them 1/2 a chance.
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Home
Education
Research

Choosing to Home School
By David W. Kirkpatrick
BS (Ed), MA (History)

The most rapidly growing segment of education for
students at the K-12 level is home schooling. Esti-
mated to include only about 10,000 students in 1970, it
grew to perhaps a quarter of a million by the mid-
19805, and now some say the total is as high as two
million, although the U.S. Department of Education
says it may be only 500,000.

Home schooling is now legal in all 50 states, although
the specific requirements vary from state to state, It
would be hard to top Delaware as the most cooperative
state in this regard. Anyone wishing to home school
there need only semd a one-page form to the state
Department of Public Instruction notifying them of
their intentions. Background checks, teacher certifica-
tion, curricutum requirements or final tests are all
UNDECessary, nor is any state or accrediting agency
given authority over these students. In 1995 State
Superintendent Pascal D. Forgione, Jr., said that he
hadr't seen any egregious problems.

And why should any be expected, at least in compari-
son to traditional schooling, whether in a government
or an independent school? Home schooling has a long
and successful history, extending back to the nation's
earliest days and beyond. In the 17th century William
Penn was among this group. In the 18th century so, too,
were many of the Founding Fathers, not least of all
George Washington. In the 19th century it included
Abraham Lincoln, who not only received home school-
ing but, like many others, was largely self-taught. Nor
were these exceptions; this was the rule since there was
no educational system during this time, and relatively
few schools of any significant nature.

The public school system began emerging with a com-
mon school law passed in Pennsylvania in 1834 and the
work of Horace Mann in Massachusetts during the next
two decades. Still, home schooling continued. Among
its 20th century products are Associate Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, William Buckley and his
nine brothers and sisters, Peart Buck, and anthropolo-
gist Margaret Mead - whose grandmother said she
wanted the girl to get an education and therefore
tefused to let her attend any school at all.

Of course those who home school, and those who
represent them, claim the studenis do far better than
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those who go through the conventional process. Any-
one who thinks that this is only special interest plead-
ing has not reviewed the evidence. Departments of
education in such states as Alaska, Tennessee and
‘Washington have conducted studies that found the
typical home schooled student comes out ahead omn
virtually every significant measurement. Achievement
tests in the 1994 school year found that these students
averaged 30 percent higher than both public and pri-
vate school students.

Established education groups, having lost the battle on
legal and academic grounds, often cite the need for
social development, as if a public school is not only the
only place where that can be done but that it is done
better there, neither of which is true.

Self-esteem is a muoch proclaimed goal for students by
many public educators, a goal that, whatever iis merits
as a theory, has created much controversy across the
nation. A 1986 study found that home-schooled chil-
dren did far better when measured for this atiribute,
only 10% even being below the national average.

Studies by Cornell University Professor Urie Bronfen-
brenner suggest that, at least until age 10 or 12, stu-
dents who spend more time with other children their
age than with their parents tend to rely on other
children for their vatues. The result? They tend to have
2 lower sense of self-worth, of optimism, of respect for
their parents, and, iromically, even of trust in their
peers.

Furthermore, more than 200 colleges, including such
prestigious institutions as Harvard, Yale and Princeton,
actively seek to attract such students because of not only
their high SAT scores but their advanced social skills
as well,

A study for the Smithsonian Institution by Harold
McCurdy concluded that genius is more likely to de-
velop among children who spend more time with their
parents and other adults, less time with their peers, and
have freedom to work out their fantasies. McCurdy also
snggested that the public school system tends to do the
reverse and restrict the development of geniuses.

Martin Engle, head of the National Demonstration
Center for Early Childhood Education in Washington,
D.C. some years ago said children sense rejection if
they are schooled too carly. Raymond S. Moore, citing
Engle in a September 1985 PHI DELTA KAPPAN
article, included the comment that “early schooling
may be the most pervasive form of child abuse in the
Eighties.”

Thai may be carrying things a bit too far, but one
wonders why, in the face of all this evidence, so many
public school people seem 1o resent, or even be hostile
to, home schooled students, In district after district they
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are rejected when they try to participate in a limited
number of school activities, academic or extracurricu-
iar,

As Stephen Arons wondered, in his 1983 book, Com-
pelling Belief, “Why is it that millions of children who
are pushouts or dropouts amount to business as usual in
the public schools, while one family educating a child
at home becomes a major threat to universal public
education and the survival of democracy?”

As in so many other instances, however, the public
schools are gradually being forced to reconsider their
intransigence. As of mid-1996, seven states have laws
requiring public schools to allow home-schoolers to
take part in interscholastic events. Increasingly, school
districts are voluntarily allowing homeschoolers to be
active in various school events. For example, 24 of
Pennsylvania’s 500 operating school districts are now
in this category.

All of this ties into the school choice movement for a
number of reasons.

First, not everyone is a home schooler because that is
their first choice. When their school district will not
allow them to send their child to a school other than the
one the district selects, and they cannot afford tuition at
an independent school, they home school of necessity.
If full school choice grants existed they would have
many more optons of both government and indepen-
dent schools as well as at home.

Second, even those who voluntarily home school tend
to do so at the elementary level. One-third or more of
these students transfer to an established school, usually
a public school, at the secondary level. Grants, again,
would open up the options to them.

Third, as noted, students who are homeschooled and,
for whatever reason, spend more time with adults are
better adjusted, more likely to be creative, and, there-
fore, more likely to be successful and contribute to the
common good.

Fourth, homeschoolers are doing the public an eco-
nomic favor, as well as helping their children. The cost
of attending an average independent school (cost, not
just tuition) is about one-third to one-half that of a
public school, but homeschooling is only about one-
tenth of the public school costs. A grant to a home-
schooling parent of $800 per child is a bargain com-
pared to spending $8,000 or more in 3 public school,
even if the resolts were only comparable, rather than as
superior as they are for the home-schooled student.

The problem, therefore, is not one of academics, social
adjustment or the public interest one. It is political
because of the difficulty of convincing legislators or,
more importantly, their constitnents that there are
sound reasons to assist parents in educating their chil-
dren if they are so inclined. Certainly no one should be
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persnaded to do this if they aren't imterested, since
home-schooling is a major commitment not to be un-
dertaken lightly. Bui since those who voluntarily do so
have an unmatched track record literally going back for
centuries, to give them a modest bit of assistance would
be in the public interest.

Home schoolers have much to gain, and to give, by
supporting the school choice movement. Just as the
testrictions have been relaxed, or eliminated, on home
schooling as the number of participants, thus con-
stituents of elected officials, have grown, so, too, would
the availability and flexibility of full school choice
expand.

Evidence exists for this belief also, although it is often
unknown or overlooked by those who are so afraid of
government regulations, or cynical about government
itself in today’s environment.

Pennsylvania regplarly is at or near the top in the
percentage of students who attend independent schools,
in the general range of 17-18% of all students com-
pared to about 10% nationwide. Yet attorney Philip
Murren, a leading Pennsylvania legal expert on this
subject, and a member of the law firm of William Ball
who has defended a number of school freedom cases
before the U.S. Supreme Court, has publicly said that
the state has the fewest regulations on the independent
sector of any state in the nation.

This is not coincidental. As the constitpency for a given
position grows, the likelihood of its being heard, and
being successful, grows. Can you imagine the outcry
that would result if millions of parents, sending their
children to any school, or no school, as they chose, were
faced with prospective stifling government laws or
regulations restricting their freedom? The ountcry in
1995 when Rep. George Miller (D-CA) proposed an
amendment in Congress which appeared to require only
certified teachers in nongovernment schools - which
resulted in only his vote being cast for it - would seem
mild by comparison.

Home schoolers and independent schoolers would gain
from full school choice, and huge numbers of public
school studenis and their parents would have alterna-
tives to the educationally deficient, not to mention ofien
personally dangerous, school enviromments in which
they presently find themselves.

[Copyright 1998, David W. Kirkpatrick, 2323 Rudy
Road, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 17104-2025. Phone:
(717) 2322146, Fax: (717) 232-2164. E-mail
(Kirkdw@aol.com) Used by permission.

David is the author of Choice in Schooling, 1990 and
School Choice: The Idea That Will Not Die, 1997. He
is an independent researcher/writer , a Senior Fellow
with the Allegheny Institute for Public Policy in Pitts-
burgh and Director of the Institute’s School Choice
Project.}
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Feature
Family

Pat & Phillipa Ashton
of Motupiko

Frequenily referred 1o as the Ashton Clan, we are Pat,
Phillipa, Matthew (14 1/2), Amanda (12), David (10),
Jessica (9), Jobanna (5), Nicolas (3 1/2), Lydia (1), and
a baby due in May.

Pat grew up in the Nelson area and came from a family
of 4 boys. He was raised in a home with a nominal
Christian mother and an unbelieving father. All the
boys attended Sunday School ard Rally for varying
numbers of years.

Phillipa spent her childhood shifting to many different
areas around NZ and came

I decided to support her. It was a couple of vears down
the track before I saw this schooling way of life as a
conviction before the Lord and not just an educational
option for now.

It would be fair to say that this decision has for us been
the catalyst for more change than anything else in our
lives, except our initial decision to follow the Lord. I
has been and still is a journey of change and growth,
trial and error, good times and bard. Sometimes we
look back at photo albums and the likes, and realize we
are mot the same people that we were, Be wamed:
home education, when committed to the Lord, will
change your life.

At the time we started out on this journey, there were
only a handful of other families all over the Nelson
Area that we had heard of that homeschooled, so the
support mainly came via anything that could be read.
As titne went on a bigger local group became the main
source of support.

from a family of 4 girls. She
was not raised in a Christian
home and never had any type
of Christian input.

What a mighty God
we servell

We have always been ac-
tively involved in the Sup-
port Group and were co-
ordinators for a period of

We met when Pat was 17 and Phillipa 14, and have
been together since. We were married in 1980, Our
first year of marriage was when the Lord began to
reveal Himself to us and we both gave our hearts to the
Lord in October 1981 at a Barry Smith meeting in
Nelson.

Our early years of marriage were really busy. We were
very involved in a large social circle, and after giving
our hearts to the Lord we found it quite difficult to be a
part of the church and not do the same things (Bad
company cotrupts good character). So we jumped
boots-and-all into any Christian service, seminar or
whatever that we could find. You will ali know that
was a recipe for disaster and within a few years we were
pretty burnt out and spent the next 7 years or so in a
desert, spiritually spealking. But ... God who is faithful
to comnplete in us the work that He began ... slowly but
surely started to restore us.

It really began with a decision at the end of 1990, to
home educate our children following some negative
situations in the state system with Matthew., We had
talked abount home schooling a few years before this -
then suddenly, there we were - the parents of a 5 year
old! So off to school he went. I remember well,
watching Matthew walk out across the paddocks to
meet the school bus and my heart just grieved. Some-
how it just didn’t seem right. God used the negative
situations that had developed to flush us out of the
woodwork and be committed to His plan of education
for our children. I kmow this might sound rather
spiritual, but let me tell yon what happened - true - .
Phillipa made the decision to homeschool Matthew and

KEYSTONE

Page 7

time, inclnding doing a Top
of the South Newsletter. Over the vears both us and the
children, have formed some really good friendships.
‘We have always felt this to be a valuable lifsline during
the times of doubt that inevitably come along. 1 must
say though, that even in this area there has been much
change. Shifiing to Motupiko (the western ranges of
Nelson, about 50 minutes south of Nelson City) and
having a larger family have made it more difficult in
the last couple of years to keep up the level of contact
that we have previously been able to.

As far as curriculum is concerned, it seems to me that it
can be an endless abyss, one that has the potential to
swallow every dollar Pat can bring into the house if we
are not careful. Most of it has good points and not so
good, and what seems to suit one family will not suit
another. I feel cautious to mention anything by name
becanse it is easy to leave someone out there feeling
discouraged. So then ... what have we found? Well we
have used a variety of different materials over the years
ranging from a semi-workbook + projects to unit study
only, and a full package workbook type. We have had
stints of all sorts of in between for periods of time too.

It seems that change is inevitable along the way, simply
because our family structure is always changing and we
are (hopefully) always growing wiser, F'm sure that is a
key. If at all possible, involve Dad as much as possible
in choosing and deciding on materials. They change
their minds much less, and do not seem to be so
affected by how they feel on the day. I have found it
easy to be dissatisfied just by talking to someone who is
excited about somethnig new they are doing. Instead of
always changing we have found it better to really pray
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and know from the Lord what is right for us to do, then
when a problem within the programme surfaces (which
is inevitable) we don’t throw the baby out with the
bathwater , but pray for a way to deal with the problem,
within what we already know the Lord has shown us to
do. We are finding that there are many ways of being
very flexible, so Iong as we stay focused on our long
term goals for the children as individuals and the
family as a whole. Having said all this, still we must in
all areas of our lives be open to the Lord showing and
leading us in a new way. It really is a walk of faith and
I think that is why home educating has changed our
family so...much.

Now that we have children coming into their young
adult years, we are realizing even more that there is no
way to really know how to guide the children other than
having more of God’s wisdom. No wonder the book of
Proverbs talks so much about wisdom. Having older
children as well as little ones makes us feel very much
like we need to be a jack of all trades and them some.
For us having Pat working from home has been a very
big plus. I need to maintain a fairly good standard of
organisation so that the day-to-day things rum as
smoothly as possible. We have always involved the
children in this and consider that they are part of the
team in terms of the whole function of this family.

When we first shifted to Motupiko, about 7 years back,
we knew the Lord was leading us to a more family
based lifestyle. First of all we bought 50 acres of land,
then built a house. Of course, like most kiwi pioneers,
we moved in way before the house was finished. [
thought at this point I would allow mysclf 2 years
commuting to work and then I must work from home.
Just over 2 years later we staried a small business
making wooden fumiture, called Homewood Products.
As all youn self-employed folk will know, that’s when
the trials really begin, but God is good and He blessed
us in many ways we cotld not have imagined. From
the fumiture business we developed a furniture wax
product which we decided to pot up and market. Before
too long the furniture had taken a side step and now our
family business is making and selling beeswax pol-
ishes. Financially speaking, this hasn’t been a bed of
roses, however this has allowed us the freedom to plan
each day as we feel appropriate before the Lord.

About 2 years ago we started meeting with several other
familics in a home fellowship simation. This has
proved to be a time of blessing as the Lord has chal-
lenged our thinking about church, missions and family.

Once again this is a journey, and like all other arcas of
our lives these journeys will only cease if we choose not
to be open about moving on or when we go to be with
the Lord.

We’d like to leave you with the words of Jesus - “Take
heart! for I have overcome the world.” (John 16.33b)
What a mighty God we serve!!
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Home
Schoolers
Did It

Bill Richards

Born in 1909, Bill was living in Hamilton in 1991. He
is an author and poet on the early days of NZ. His
books include Off the Sheep’s Back, A Pioneer’s Life,
and The Ballads of Bill Richards. One of nature’s
gentlemen, he is polite and quietly spoken. Richards
said having his story published changed his life.
Whereas he’d always seen himself as an uneducated
hermit, he found he was capable of producing literary
works and meeting a lot of new people.

His isolated Raglan upbringing had left him with little
self-confidence. The development of this state is traced
in the book, but its matter-of-factness leaves no room
for self-pity.

Mr. Richards went to school in a nearby shed for just
two years, from the age of 12 to 14. He was the only
boy there, as well as in his own family. He said he had
“no teenage life” and never learned to dance. This led
to a feeling of awkwardness in mixing with people.

Because he didn’t have companionship, Richards be-
lieves his senses were developed more than most peo-
ple’s. His memories of sounds and smells from his
youth are vivid. “I recall everything and see it very
clearly before me when I write it.”

Work was a pleasure for the young Richards, as he
tevelled in the respect and companionship of first his
bushfelling uncles, and later his shearing mates. He
was treated as an equal, away from the demands and
inequalities of his home life.

When it came to shearing, he developed more than
respect. A childhood injury, which had been brushed
aside as malingering, had left him with 2 permanent
weakness in his left arm and hand. Under his Uncle
Fred’s guidance, he developed a new way of holding a
sheep, using his knees and keeping the animal on a
point of balance. Bruie strength was no longer an
issue. However, Godfrey and Ivan Bowen have largely
been credited with developing this method.

Richards said with a quiet but fierce pride that he met
the Bowens four times in shearing contests, and beat
them four times. While one was shearing, the other
would take notes on Richards’ shearing method. They
eventually called it “the Bowen technique”. But both
Bowens sheared differently, said Richards, “So which is
it?’

Shearing is still part of Richards’ life, and he’s a keen
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supporter of another famous set of brothers--David and
John Fagan. There’s more pride as he reveais how he
recommended John Fagan for an MBE for services to
farming. It was duly awarded in the year’s Queen’s
Birthday Honours list (1991).

On society in general, Richards said there’s too much
money, people are not working hard emough, and
there’s too much leisure time, beer, radio and TV.
(By Sully Hofloway in Manawatu Evening Standard,

10 August 1991, pg. 5.)

George Fairweather Moonlight

Bom in Arbroath, Scotland, 1831; died in bush near
Hope Saddle, 16 July 1884. Contemporaries wrote the
foHowing of him to raise money for his headstone:

“The name of George Moonlight is a household word
throughout the length and breadth of the Colony, wher-
ever mining is, or has been, an industry. From the
earliest days of Otago, up to the time of his death, he
was the foremost leader of the many hardy pioneers of
civilisation. Scorning a life of ease, and ever longing
for the arduous and often ill-requited search for new
goldfields, generous and open-hearted to a fault,
George Moonlight died as he lived, with his harness on
his back, far from the haunts of men.”

The oldest diggings in the Grey Valley claim his name
as their discoverer. The extensive couniry in the upper
Buller owes its present development more to his energy
and perseverance than to any other man. As a pioneer
of settlement, he ranks as a hero in a humble walk of
life.

In 1864-5 he came with others to Grey River and
prospected streams on the north side. He found large
nuggets in a stream now called Moonlight Creek,
which was dredged up until 1940°s. The whole district
is now called Ataran, moontight in Maori.

Other diggers seemed to follow him to work the same
areas, so he began fo file claims under his partner Jack
Tarrant’s name. George built the Commerciat Hotel
near the old town of Hampden, which became the first
building on the modern site of Murchison. He named a
few crecks after American rivers he knew: Shenan-
doah, Rappahannock and Minnehaha.

Little is known of his early life, except that he went to
sea as a boy. In later years he told friends that he had
never been to school in his life, but as a youngster had
tramped from York to London, there to ship as a cabin
boy for South Africa.

Moonlight stories and legends still linger. The most
notable thing about them is that not one word stigma-
tises the man’s integrity. The respect accorded to his
memory is probably his finest memorial.
(From New Zealand’s Heritage, Vol. 3, Part 39,
Paul Hamiyn Ltd., Wellington, 1972.)
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Heather Sheen

Howdyt I'm Heather Sheen, and I am in my fifteenth
year of home schooling. My parents are the Home
School Leaders for the State of Connecticut in the
US.A

Of course, as a lifelong home schooler, I am privi-
leged to have been locked in a closet all my iife. I
have no idea what the real world is like, and I don’t
have any friends. I will be allowed to meet someone
my own age when I turn twenty-one—if I'm really
good! Sound familiar?

It’s always a blessing to be able to share with some-
one the REAL benefits of home schooling—and it’s
not sleeping in every morning! It’s having a wonder-
fut, strong relationship with my family. It’s actually
having my SISTER for my best friend! It’s being able
to read...and even write! And most of all it’s having
a vibrant relationship with the Lord, which I proba-
bly wouldn’t have had time to develop if Iwere in a
traditional school setting.

Some people look at me a little strangely when I tell
them [ am home schooling through college
(university). I know they’re thinking, “She had the
opportunity to get away from her bossy parents and
go to college and she STAYED HOMET?!? But 1
loved being home schooled! It seems to me that if it
worked for thirteen years, why not continne it?

Now, in addition to being a home schooler, I am also
a State Leader’s kid. This carries some special bene-
fits with it. For instance, I have had the opportunity
to lick Hierally thousands of stamps. I have collated
reams of legislative alerts. I'm pretty sure I"ve mas-
tered some—SOME—of the intricacies of bulk mail-
ing. And at our stale convention I have the high
honor and privilege of wearing a name tag that says
“OFFICIAL GOPHER!” (meaning people ask me to
“go for” note paper, a new OHP bulb, water for the
speaker, things like that.) Now if that doesn’t cause
a swelled head, I don’t know what will.

But seriously, there’s a real benefit to being a state
leader’s kid. And it is that all that mailing and
collating and gophering is helping parents all over
Connecticut raise their children—children who, 1
believe, are the next generation of America’s leaders.
Raising children is something that will impact the
world till the end of time. Your children and yoat
children’s children are a legacy that will continne to
affect the world long after we’re all gone—long after
people have forgotten about our work, our jobs, all
the trivial things—like licking stamps!—that seem
5o important right now. The trivial jobs are impor-
tant, but they’re important because they help parents
toward the real goal-—raising wp godly men and
women.

And I get to be in on helping parents do that!
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Fully
Equipped

The Final Word
by Gregg Harris

Bob Pierce had a wonderful opportunity. He was going
to found ome of the largest Christian relief organiza-
tions in history. We know it today as World Vision.
But Bob realized he would never be able to meet the
demands of his international ministry and fulfiil his
duty fo his wife and children at home.

So he neglected his family. He lefi them for up to ten
months at a time while doing “the Lord’s work™ around
the globe.

In her book Days of Glory Seasons of Night, written
lovingly but honestly by Pierce’s daughier, Marilee
Pierce Dunker, we see a man’s life ruined by opportuni-
ties in conflict with basic obligations. No doubt about
it, Bob Pierce loved his Lord. His decision was sincere.
“Doesn’t Luke 14:26 say we must hate mother and
father, wife and children to be Christ’s disciple?” he
wonld ask. “Well, that’s what I’'m doing.” In response
to questions about his long absences from home he
would reply, “I've made an agreement with God that
I'll take care of His helpless litile lambs overseas if
He’ll take care of mine at home.”

At first glance this might look like heroic dedication.
But God didn’t accept the “agreement.” Omne of
Pierce’s three danghters committed suicide. His mar-
riage ended in separation. He himself died alone.

“If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for his immediate family, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (I Tim. 5:8).
Bob Pierce had no problem paying the bills, but provid-
ing for one’s family involves more than just material
goods. Love and emotional support are part of the
obligation.

Mr. Pierce, like many men today, allowed opportunities
to distract him from his obligations.

Obliged, ’'m Sure

God never relieves us of onr obligations to one another.
Instead, He relieves us of our obligations toward Him-
self. In a sense, He sets us free from our duty to serve
Him so that we can fnlfill whatever moral or legal vows
we have made. That is what it means to be “the Lord’s
freedman” in I Corinthians 7:22. “For he who was a
slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord’s
freedman; similarly, he who was a free man when he
was called is Christ’s slave.”
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God wilt not allow people to serve as “Christ’s slave”
by shirking their other obligations.

On one occasion, Paul sent a very helpful brother in
Christ named Onesimus back to his master, Philemon,
with a letter requesting the runaway slave’s freedom.
We do not know what the answer was, but if Philernon
waived his rights to this slave, Onesimus became Phile-
mon’s freedman, and therefore free to serve God with
Paul as Christ’s slave. If Philemon refused to waive his
rights, God deferred to Philemon and waived His claim
on Onesimus’ time. The young slave, no matter how
talented or helpful in the Lord’s work, was then re-
quired to be the Lord’s freedman.  God wounld not allow
him to run away from his obligation to his earthly
master.

Is it any wonder that Paul consoled his readers who
were in bondage, “Were you a slave when yon were
called? Do not let it trouble you.” In other words, God
understands - there is no condemmation. Paul also
advises, “If you have opportunity to become free, do
50.” And he adamantly warns others, “You were
bought with a price. Do not become the slaves of men.”
God wants us to avoid entanglements, but if we have
made a vow or a contract, He wants us to keep our
word.

God is Family Friendly

“But,” you say, “we are talking about family life, not
slavery.” Paul applies the same principle to all moral
and legal obligations, and Specifically marriage.

The obligations of marriage demand time and attention.
Paul is clear on this. T would like you to be free from
concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the
Lord’s affairs -- how he can please the Lord. But a
married man is concerned about the affairs of this
world -- how he can please his wife — and his interests
are divided” (I Cor. 7:26-28). '

There we have it — marriage is a moral and legal
obligation. God understands that marriage and family
will divide our interests. 1t is acceptable to God for us
to take some time away from “world missions” to be a
good husband and father. There is no condemnation in
keeping your marriage vows.

Bob Pierce was wrong.

Husbands, Wives, and Children First

Not only is it okay to be a good spouse and parent, God
will not let a nanaway spouse serve him any more than
he will let a nmaway slave.

Though we are called to “hate” all human relationships
in comparison to our love for Christ, we may not
neglect our marriage obligations after our salvation,
even if our spouse is an nnbeliever (see¢ I Cor. 7:12-14).
As He did for Onesimus, God gives married Christians
the liberty needed to fulfill their obligations without
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condemnation.

To some extent, married people are the Lord’s freed-
men, We are excused from all aspects of service that
are incompatible with our family responsibilities. We
need not feel too bad about this. After all, the normal
status of an elder in the church is “married with
children.” Not many adults have the special ability to
remain single without falling into immorality. God is
not surprised or disappointed with this. His plan
reserves a special place for faithful husbands and
fathers, a place that is perfectly compatible with our
family obligations.

Waiting for the Right Season of Life

Was founding World Vision a mistake? Not entirely.
The opportunity was wonderful and the need obvious.
Bob Pierce was clearly the man for the job. It was the
timing of Bob Pierce’s endeavor that caused the disas-
ter in his family. He was a runaway married husband
and father. If he had waited just a few years, perhaps
until his wife and children could be part of his team,
the casualties wounld probably have been far fewer.

If Picrce had fulfilled his obligations, his wonderfil
opportunity would probably have still been there. To
be sure, some degree of personal sacrifice wonld still
have been required, for there is no crown of glory
without a cross of suffering, but the severe casualties in
Bob Pierce’s famiiy need not have happened.

1t is sometimes said of Christian homeschooling par-
ents that we are self-centered because we don'’t give as
much time to “the Lord’s work” as we did before we
started to home school, It has even been suggested by a
pastor or two that we have made an idol of cur families
and forsaken our callings to serve Christ.

I don’t believe that’s true in most cases. Most of us are
merely falfilling our obligations in this very special
season of our lives. We are avoiding Bob Pierce’s
mistake.

Someday we will no longer be mommies and daddies.
Our children will be older. We will have more time
and more freedom. Our experience in managing our
households will have prepared us in ways mere aca-
demic training could never do. And we will be able to
embrace wonderful opportanities to serve our Loxd
with no casualties and no regrets.

{Copyright 1994 Home Life Inc. Originally published in
Practical Homeschooling Vol. 2 No. 1. Practical Home-
schooling is a 96-page, quarterly magazine. Subscription
rates: US$17.50 for one year, US$30 for two years. This
article may be distributed under the following conditions:

1. The entire article, including this disclaimer, must be in-
cluded.

2. The article carmot be sold or used for profit in any capac-
ity.

3. The article may not be distributed in any other form.]
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In Line with
Scripture

1 plead with Euodia and
I plead with Syntyche to agree with
each other in the Lord. — Philippians 4:2

Because people are all different conflict happens wher-
ever people get together. Conflict is therefore also a
reality in the church, in our families, in our support
groups. We can deal with conflict in various ways.

The easiest way is to leave and go elsewhere. That
happens repeatedly... but it really shouldn’t be an op-
tion for Christians. In the church at Philippi two ladies
didn’t get on with one another but leaving for another
church just wasn’t an option - the nearest neighbouring
church was a two day walk away. Paul challenged
those two ladies tc deal with conflict the hard way - to
WOTK it out.

Leaving a church fellowship, like leaving a support
group, over an area of disagreement has several nega-
tive consequences. First: by walking away we're not
dealing with our own involvement in the sitwation.
Second: we are modelling to our children and young
people that walking away from something is okay.
Third: we are breaking fellowship which always causes
a measure of pain 10 some of those left behind.

Another way some of us within the Christian commu-
nity deal with conflict is to talk about our unhappiness.
We let everyone know how we have been wronged, or
that we are no longer content with the status quo.
Openly airing our unhappiness also has negative re-
sults. First: it usually resnlts in others taking sides so
that we gain some support, but we also alienate others.
Second: we often become more entrenched ourselves as
other unhappy people encourage our self pity. Third:
the conflict, instead of being resolved often deepens.

Eugene Peterson wrote about this problem of corflict in
the church (Subversive Spirituality) and suggested that
a more God-honouring way is to begin with ourselves.
He suggests we ask ourselves three questions.

First, is the matter a serious and central issue or is it a
peripheral issue? Often it is little things that get us
worked up so we need to ask: Is it important?

Secondly, am I speaking my concerns about this matter
as someone who is commitied to this church? Oftena
1ot of the talk in areas of discontent is merely sniping by
people who take no active role.

Third, how can I go about making a difference? Im-
provement and change in the situation may well come
about as you begin to meet with others to pray for those
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involved.

These three questions are good to ask when you have a
problem with your church. But the same questions can
also be helpful when it comes fo conflict in your family,
your support group of in your marriage. Is this issue in
my support group important enough to get worked up
over? Am I dealing with it as someone committed to
the group? What can I do within the groop to make a
difference?

You don’t get a choice about conflict - it happens. You
do get some choices as to how to handle those conflicts.
Paul urged resolution: “T plead with Euodia and 1 plead
with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord.”

Many home education support groups are beginning to
experience growing pains. Those few mums who were
often also long-time friends who would make a few
phone calls to organise an outing for themselves now
find themselves heading a rather large and growing
support group. They can feel pushed along by it and by
the demands of some members who are often only
names on a list, rather than old friends. Being eager to
please and thinking how grateful they would have been
if someone had done for them what they are now doing
for others, they go to a lot of time, trouble and personal
financial expense to organise a top-rated outing. And
what has too often happened? The ones who lobbied
most for it don’t turn up. Half the ones who said they’d
think about it apparently didn’t and there is a mad rush
on the phones at the last minute to make up the
required mumbers. A newsletter and complicated phone
trec is needed. Too many “subscribers” never actually
pay their dues. The leaders, who started by simply
organising things for themselves, now feel pressured
into organising things for other people, even though
they themselves aren’t interested. They are still leaders
simply because everyone else is happy to let them do
the work; and they, being the pioneers, have always
done all the work themselves and are not that good at
delegation.

Then “the new kid on the block™ comes along, “This
isn’t effective/fair/democratic!  Back in our support
group in Waikikamukau we did it this way,” and the
deadly seeds of discontent are sowr. I the group has
one, its constitution is hauled out and the wording
examined with a fine toothed comb.

This is a dead give-away that the problem is spiritual in
nature, a personality clash; resorting to legal documents
will only resnlt in heavy legal fees and NO change to
the 100t problem.

Growth does require new organisational methods, but
the transition can be very difficult on some people. Pay
particular attention to the pecaliarities of the support
group’s history and defer to the volunteer leaders as the
martyrs they are. Above all, I plead: agree with one
another in the Lord.

(by Rev. J. Westendorp and Craig Smith)
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Tough
Questions

People

Throw Your Way

How Can Anyone Possibly Teach
a Child or Two and Cope with

Toddlers at the Same Time?

by Kathryn van’t Wout
of Christchurch

I can empathise with you! We have been home educat-
ing our children for ten vears. During that time we
have had 5 more babies. We have one-year-old twins
so I am going to be needing all the ideas I can get! At
the moment the playpen is very helpful.

Several years ago I heard a woman talking about home
educating young children. She felt that the question
“What do I do with my litile ones?” was one of Satan’s
lies. Our little ones are as much a part of our home
education programme as the older ones are.

The secret is in training your little children to behave in
the way you want them to. That takes time and means
that we may have to interrupt “teaching” time to deal
with a situation, but in the long ron it is worth the
effort. 1 have 1o say that T have not always got this
right. I wonder if I ever have!

Some ideas are ...

e a drawer/shelf/box/whatever with special activitics
and toys to be used only during teaching times;

» be prepared and plan activities ahead of time, eg.
today they can play with puzzles for 20-30 min-
uies, look at book for 10-15 mimutes, then play
with play dough, or whatever;

= insist your child does what you want them to do —
in the long run it will bring you rest and your child
will feel secure in knowing the boundaries;

e have a set activity for each day, eg. play dough on
Monday, painting (horrors!) on Tuesday, play in
the bath (or paddling pool) on Wednesday, puzzles
on Thursday and whatever on Friday,

s if you have more than one older child have one of
them do an activity with the little one while you
spend time with the others;

e spend some one-to-one time with your toddler so
they do not feel left out and they will be more likely
to play happily while you do something else;

* give up with teaching for the day!

Training your child to do what you expect of them is so
important in: order to be able to get things done and not
be ruled by them. We need to meet their needs but not
necessarily their demands!

We have ten children. The oldest are 15 year old
triplets and 1 would like to encourage you that you
WILL get there in the end. The going can be really
tough at times and there have been times when I have
thought that I must be crazy teaching my children at
bome. However, 1 have never seriously considered
sending them to school. It is all part of the learning
and growing process. What the older children don’t
learn now they will learn when they need it!t

Now, regarding the “chaos!” Tell me about it! No,
don’t! At this stage in cur family life we have regular
duties that each child is responsible for. They are done
after breakfast, after lunch and before dinner. So, in
theory, the house will look tidy (for a short while!)
three times a day. I remember in past years vacuuming
the floor around the toys! 1 just moved them over! 1
found it was a case of doing what I could, what was
REALLY mnecessary, and leaving the rest. Train your
children to help with picking things up and what ever
¢lse needs to be done. 1 came home one day and
watched my 7 vear old son as he tidied the garage (2
weekly duty). I was so impressed with the way he
tackled the job. It would have made an adulf feel
daunted by it and here he was doing his best. It wasa’t
done as well as I might have done it but he did his best
and it looked better than it had before!

Sometimes I do get frustrated that work isn’t being
done and the place is a mess, but we are in here for the
long haul. It has taken vears of training for the
children to learn these skills. 1 believe it is a very
important part of their education. I become very
irritated when the place is a mess so I insist that the
living areas are tidied properly at duty time, The rest of
the time they can have their foys every where and that
is alright, at least it is manageable!

I have considered that I could have my place nice and
tidy for a few hours if I sent my children to school!! But
I KNOW I would rather have my children at home,
mess and all! I just have to watch MY attitude.

Now that my twins are becoming bored with their play
pen, 1 am going to be challenged again as I try to keep
things running smoothly!

1 am looking forward to hear other people’s ideas on
these subjects.

¢ include them where possible in activitics €g. if the  Keep up the good work!
older ones are doing a project that involves cutting  Kathryn
and pasting paper, have some there for the toddler
to do too;
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Letters

(Here is one lifted from Home
Education Magazine in the
USA...I'm hoping it will spark a
bit of controversy...and some letters to
the editor! — Ed.)

Christian Unschooling (?)

The most loved and read section of your magazine for
me is Linda Dobson’s News Watch and FYFUpdates.
(FYT=For Your Information). It is always thought
provoking and she always adds her own special sar-
casm for spice. But I do feel compelled to respond to
her one sarcasm that appeared afier a short FY1 about a
Los Angeles Times article called “Unschoolers Set Own
Curriculum.” This particular article dealt with the
differences betweeen unschoolers and Christian home-
schoolers and how we ended up with the “relaxed
homeschooler” phrase coined to include those that are
Christian but shy away from prepackaged curriculum or
very strict schedules. The ending comment from Linda
was “Like we need to split even more hairs in the
homeschooling movement.”

I, myself, believe this is a very large hair that is being
split, grown out of desire to do what is best for our
children and at the same time be in submission to God.
Fundamentalist Christian home educators who use an
unstructured type of matural leaming are constantly
walking a tighirope. One side pulls us toward child-led

Puzzles @

The Boat and the Log
A speedboat which travels at a constant speed in still
water leaves a ramp and goes upstream in a rtiver
flowing at a constant speed. After travelling 5 km, the
boat meets a drifting log. It continues upstream for 30
minutes, then returns to the ramp, arriving at the same
time as the log. At what speed does the river flow?

The Joggers

Jack and Jill stand at the same spot on a running
circuit. At the same instant that Jack begins to jog in 2
clockwise direction at 11 km/h, Jill heads off anticlock-
wise at 9 km/h. They continue at these constant speeds
until they arrive back simultaneously at the starting
point. How many times do they pass each other
between starting and finishing?

Aunt Maud
Aunt Maud is nine times the age that Cristina was
when Aunt Maud was Cristina’s present age. When
Cristina is 17 years older than Aunt Maud is now, the
sum of their ages will be 100. How old are Aunt Maud
and Cristina?

(Answers on page 21.)
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education that says the child will learn what he wants,
when he needs it.  On the other side we believe in
“Train vp a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he wil} not depart from it.” [KJV} Unschoolers
are determined not to use bribes, rewards or corporal
punishment. But Scripture says “He that spareth his
rod hateth his son, but he that loveth him chasteneth
him.” [KJV] Again on one side we have the view that
children should be allowed ample time to think, become
bored, then time to resoive that boredom and move on
to their next point of interest. But when I see my
children seemingly “doing nothing,” a Bible verse pops
into my head: “The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a
child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.”
KIv]

This fine line is walked every miniwie of every day for
many of us who want a Bible-based education but
choose a path of educating our children that blatantly
opposes i, It is obvious Mrs. Dobson has already
chosen the side she stands on. She is comfortable
where she is. But a few of us are on the fence and every
question asked, every book read and every example set
for our kids must first pass a kind of mental test: It is
best for my child? Does it go against Biblical truth? Is
it letting my child grow in an urhindered way but still
in compliance with my faith?

Then there is the support group dilemma that we
“relaxed homeschoolers™ go throngh. We sometimes
feel like outsiders of both the strictly Christian groups
(who avoid you if you are not a full member of a church
or if you don’t adhere to the guidelines put forth by the
state) and the unschoolers who say I am robbing my
kids of a childhood because I don’t allow them to
believe in Santa Claus, tooth fairies, or Easter bunmies.

To some people this may seem like “splitting hairs”,
but to others like me it is an issue that looms larger
than life. For some of us, it is a perpetual balance
between two worlds. Some will choose a strictly un-
schooling approach that answers to no one but them-
selves, and others will look for freedoms set forth by the
Creator. “As for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.” [KTV]

Carol Rivers

Rochester, New York
(from Home Education Magazine, PO Box 1587,
Palmer, AK 99645, USA.)

Huge Blessing
Merry Christmas and a blessed 1999 to vou all!! The
last Keystone was great, You all looked fantastic on the
front cover!! You all are a huge blessing to the world
of home edncation. Thank you for what you are doing,
May our Lord richly bless your efforts. Our 5th baby is
due this week and we are all waiting “patiently” for it to
arrive! Hope you are all well.
Sam & Cheryl Brunke & Family
Ashburton
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Answers to Puzzles

The Boat and the Log

The boat travels at the same speed relative to
the log, whether up- or downstream. Thirty
minutes away from it and 30 minutes back to
it, a time of one hour, and the log travels 5
km. Therefore, the river flows at 5 km/h.

The Joggers

The first time Jack & Jill meet, the total
distance run between them is one lap at a ratio
of 11:9, Jack having run 11/20 of a lap, and
Jill 9/20 of a lap. They will subsequently meet
at various places, but the next time they meet
at the point they started is when the total
distance run between them is 20 laps, Jack
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doing 11 and Jill 9. Not counting this final meeting at
the original starting point, they pass each other 19
times.

Aunt Mand

Using algebra, let M=Maud’s age and C=Cristina’s
age. The first sentence of the puzzle refers to a time
when Maud was Cristina’s present age, (M-C) years
ago. So Cristina would then have been aged C-(M-C)
years, or 2C-M years,

M=9Q2C-M) => M=18C-9M => 10M=18C =>
5M=9C

The second sentence refers to a time when Cristing will
be 17 years older than Maud is now: M+17. This will
be in (M+17-C) years time, when Maud will be aged
M+M+17-C or 2M+17-C years old.

(M+177+H2M+17-C)=100  => 3M+34-C=100 =>
3IM=C+66

Salve for the simultaneous equations SM=9C and
IM=C+66:
9X(3M=C+66) => 27TM=9C+594
(2TM=9C+594)-(5M=9C) => 22M=594 => M=27.
Therefore, 5(27)=9C => 135=9C => C=15.

Aunt Maud is 27 and Cristina is 15.
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CHomeS$
Roundup

The Bible Code

(This article is a review of a book wriiten by Dr Gordon
Wenham, a noted Old Testament commentator, criticis-
ing “The Bible Code” by Drosnin. It seems to sound
the kind of sober warning we Christian home education
parents need to heed: check out sensational stories and
wonderful reports confirming things we fervently want
to believe BEFORE we teach them as fact to our
children or proclaim them from the housetops....and
thus lose all credibility with our neighbours. Come to
think of it, why don’t evolutionary theorists have to be
Just as careful? Because their myths are believed by
the majority these days. Therefore, being the minority,
we must ensure all the more carefilly that what we
embrace will stand up to serious investigation.)

According to this book the Bible predicts the assassina-
tions of Yishaq Rabin, Robert Kennedy, the bus bomb-
ings in Jerusalem, McVeigh's bombing of Oklahoma
City, the Gulf War, earthquakes in California, Japan
and China, and the end of the world in a nuclear
holocaust in 2000 or 2006.

Presumably it is the last prediction that has made this
book a runaway best-seller. It is a symptom of millen-
nium fever, the widespread fear that something cata-
clysmic may happen at the turn of the millennium,
These frightening predictions are backed up by impres-
sive displays of Hebrew text and statistics that may awe
the uninitiated. 1t all looks very learned and scientific.
But do these claims stand up?

First, I should explain how Drosnin reaches his conclu-
sions. When we read a text, we normally read the letters
consecutively. For example, in reading, Love divine,
all loves excelling', we start with the letter L, then
letters O,V.E, etc. But you could read the text by
looking at every other letter, so L.V,.D,VN, efc, or
every third letter, L.E,V,E,L. Most of these new combi-
nations of letters will prove to be nonsense, but reading
every third letfer will produce a sensible new word,
which one could say was hidden in the text. One could
take the first verse of the English bible, 'In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth' and count
every fifth letter and find the name NOAH hidden in it.

Drosnin has taken the first five books of the Old
Testament and done this process many times over, He
has not simply counted every third or fifth letter, but all
possible steps till at least every 40,060th letter. He has
also looked for words spelied backwards. By this means
he has created a text 80,000 times as long as the
original. The first five books of the Bible contain
300,000 letters, so Drosnin’s text is now 24 billion
letters long.
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Next he thought of various words or names and asked
his computer to find them in this expanded text, e.g.
Clinton, Rabin, Kennedy, Shakespeare. I supposc he
could have looked for Gordon Wenham or Tony Blair,
if he had been interested. With any luck, if the name is
not too long, it has a good chance of being found.
Drosnin asked his computer to search for words like
‘world war’, ‘earthquake’, or ‘atomic holocaust.” How
does he transcribe such namnes or words into predic-
tions? Suppose that, by looking at every 30,001st letter,
he discovers the name Clinton. He then writes out the
part of the Bible where the name appears in lines of
30,001 letters. Clinton then appears as a vertical col-
umin of letters somewhere in the table. He then does a
word search in the vicinity of Clinton. Can he see
anything to do with Clinton written near his name? It
can be written horizontally, vertically, diagonally, up-
side down or back to front, but with regular gaps
between the letters. Presumably Drosnin looked for
words that could be associated with Clinton, ¢.g. Bill,
Hilary, USA, president. He just found the last, not the
great coup, for the word ‘tribal leader’ occurs 69 titmes
in the Pentatench and is the word used for ‘president’
i Modern Hebrew.

Not only is it easy to find words in this word search,
because the horizontal lines in the tables he constructs
are all copied straight out of the Hebrew Bible, but
there is another feature of Hebrew that makes it quite
easy to “find’ words in a Hebrew text. Many Hebrew
words consist of just three consonants with the vowels
left out. The reader is expected to supply the vowels. So
if we did this in English and saw the letiers B, D, we
couid read them in at least ten different ways e.g. bad,
bed, bid, bod, bud, abide, abode, abed, bedy, bead.
Drosnin also looks for words spelled backwards, so dab
or deb would count just as well.

Hebrew, like Latin, uses letters to write numbers. Thus
MCM in Latin means 1900, MCM3O{ = 1920 and so
on. So Drosnin looks for words like ‘carthguake’ or
*world war’ and then sces if he can find a combination
of letters that looks like a date nearby. On this basis he
claims the Bible predicts earthquakes in 1905, or 2006
and so on. Given the huge text he is operating with, it
is not surprising that he sometimes can find interesting
words with combinations of letters that could be inter-
spersed as dates nearly. But 1 should like to be more
specific.

1. Firstly, it is silly to look for modern Hebrew words in
ancient Hebrew text. Words like “atomic™ certainly do
not occur in the Bible, and words that in modern
Hebrew mean “president” or “holocaust” have different
senses in the Bible. Drosnin’s theory means no-one
except late twentieth century Israelis can understand its
predictions.

2. Second, Drosnin conmects names or events in his
vertical lines with dates and information about them in
a quite arbitrary fashion. Sometimes the data is quite
close to the name or event, at others it is several lines
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away.

3. Third, owing to the immense length of text he has
created, any seven-ietter word is likely to occur about
ten times just by the chance combination of letters.
Longer words will occur less frequently and shorter
ones more frequently.

4. Fourth, he is using a modern text of the Hebrew
Bible whose spelling undoubtedly differs from the orig-
inal. If he were to try to base his calculations on a more
archaic spelling, his “discoveries” would disappear.
Indeed, some who have tried to replicate his calcula-
tions have concluded that names he bas found only
appear if you use variable gaps between letters.

5. Fifth, this method can only be used to find names or
events which yon already know. It cannot be used to
predict, say, the name of the next President of the US or
the next Prime Minister of Israel, until you know their
pames. Then you can ask your computer to find the
names in the text and you can look for any interesting
words or dates in the vicinity.

6. Sixth, when Drosnin did fry to make a prediction,
the method did not work. Near the words “atomic
holocaust” he found the date 1996”, the place-name
“Pisgah” (where Moses died) and upside down a combi-
nation of letters which he read as “Libyan artillery
man.” So, if this book is to be believed, he persuaded
the Israeli army to go on a search of the northern Dead
Sea area for a Libyan soldier with an atomic shell,
Surprise, surprise, they did not find anyone.

Finally, Drosnin sometimes takes the Bible literally
where it is not meant to be. Speaking of the fall of
Jerusalem, Jesus says “the sun will be darkened, the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from
heaven.” Naive readers like Drosnin tend to suppose
that this is a description of the end of the world. But if
they had read the Old Testament more carefully, they
could see that Jesns had borrowed his phrases from
Isaiah’s description of the fall of Babylon. Both these
cities were very important in their time, and by describ-
ing their destruction in these lurid terms Isaiah, and
later Jesns, were underlining the universal significance
of these events. So “The Bible Code” is nonsense and
need not be taken scriously. But what can Christians
say about the future to those suffering from millennial
fever?

1. First, we are in the last days of human history.
According to the New Testament the “last days” began
with Christ’s first coming and will end with his second
coming. But we do not know when that will be. The
Bible is very emphatic about this. Jesus himself said,
“Of that howr (ie, the time of his second coming) no
one knows not even the angles in heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father only” (Matthew 24:36). The last days
have already lasted 2,000 vears; they may last another
2,000 years or they may end tomorrow. We do not
know. Jesus says he will come like a thief in the night,
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taking the world by surprise.

2. Second, the future is in God’s control, therefore we
do not need to be anxious about it. There is no need to
get worked up by false prophets such as Drosnin, The
spookiest book of the Bible is the last, the book of
Revelation. Tt is full of frightening pictures of bowls of
diving wrath, plagues, battles, dragons, lakes of fire,
stars falling and so on. If you take this imagery literally,
it is enough to give youn hysierics. But it is not meant to
be read in this way. It is a way of assuring us that,
whatever calamities strike the world or the church or us
as individuals, Christ will ultimately triumph and bring
in his perfect reign of peace and justice. When he
comgs, all earth’s troubles will be over. That is why the
book ends with the praver: “Come, Lord Jesus.”

But if we are in good health and enjoying life, we find
it hard to pray this. We seem to imagine that the
coming of Christ will cut short our enjoyment of this
life. The Bible assures that it will not be spoiled, but
enormously enhanced. I recently saw an advert by the
British Diabetic Association which read: “No more
blood tests, no more needles, no more watching food.
Imagine the fumre, Imagine a cure.”

The Bible promises much more than a cure for diabetes.
It teaches: No more crime, no more terrorism, no more
war, no more genocide. No more heart disease, no more
cancer, no more arthritis, no more suffering, no more
death, no more sorrow. No more anger, no more lust,
no more bondage to unhealthy habits, no more sin. No
more injustice, no more exploitation, no more hatred.

The Bible says, “Imagine the future. Imagine the com-
ing of Christ.” That is why Jesus taught us to pray,
“Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it
is in heaven.” That is why the early Christians prayed
“Maranatha, come Lord Jesus.” We should do the
same.
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Over a
Cuppa

Do We Really Want
Correspondence School After All ?

My oldest son Zach, 16, is on Correspondence School at
the adult rates (far cheaper than the rate for stu-
dents...uniess they have been expelled!!ll) Anyway, he
is doing 6th Form Chemistry. To work out the pH
concentration of some liquid, they tanght in the official
text which calculator buttons to push. Zach has a
different style calculator than the one they have at the
Correspondence School apparently, for the recom-
mended sequence of buitons did not produce the desired
answer. So Zach fiddled around and finally discovered
a sequence of buttons to push for HIS calcnlator to get
the same answer they had. As if this wasn’t bad enough,
to do the calculation in the reverse direction the text
showed a more complex sequence of buttons to push
with a few options along the way depending on the type
of calculator you havet!! I was fairly frustrated by now,
for nowhere did it explain the actal mathematical
process that was taking place or the relationship among
the variables. It involved logarithms, so it would have
been a little complex, but at least a sketch to increase
understanding would have been nice.

Once again, Zach’s calculaior would not perform as the
text said it should. He rang his futor at the CS. The
tator told him to buy a calculator that had the correct
button on it!! I just abont went ballistic! So I got down
some old book on Logarithms, and before too long,
drawing on vague memories of this stuff from 30 years
ago, I fignred out an equation that very simply explained
the relationship between
the three variables in-
volved....and then found
that the sequence of but-
ton pushing, to get the
answer they wanted, was
far simpler than what
they had illustrated! And
now both Zach and I an-
derstand the whole con-
cept whereas before nei-
ther of us did.

Moral of the story:
‘teaching your child yous-
self, learning with them
if you have to, is more
¢ffective than paying big
dollars for fancy text
books and far-away tu-
tors and expecting the
children to learn it them-
selves.
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of history from 4000 B.C. to the present!
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e 100°s of detailed full-colour charts throughout that show what happened anywhere
in the world at a particular time in history
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the present
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