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Reviews or Reports? Truancy cl Troubles 
We'll Know Soon! on 2 September 1997 the Editor 

wrote to Gorham Milbank, the 
Derek Miller of lhe MOE advises situation. Rob Williamson of the ~ 0 ~ ' s  Truancy Project Manager, 

p that within a few days (of today, ERO also says that their office will to ask about concerns that have 
21 October) all home schoolers be =leasing a brochure in the very arisen regarding the powers of 
will receive a letter explaining the near futnre....stay tuned! Trnancy Officers. 
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In pm the letter read: 

Our organisation and the many mad- 
ers nation-wide of our monthly 
TEACH BnNetin (sample enclosed) 
warld be keen to learn what your 
oJlice could do to alloy our huo main 
concems: 

Ourjirst is tlurt some home educated 
children are not only likely to be on 
the sfwets during school hours, but 
value v e v  highly the flexibility of 
their home education progmmmes to 
be able to do so. They do not wont to 
be hassled by hvnncy oftcers, nor 
should they be. Some mnong the 
(XYZ) suppori group suggested home 
educators organise ID cards for their 
children, but others said it is not their 
problem to go to the trouble and 
expense ..... it is the truancy oflcers' 
problem. And a locrrl lawyer said 
hwligans and chronic iruunts would 
soon come up with similar ID cads. 
What is to be done? 

Our second is, let's foce it, pervem 
will .won reulise they cun fd some 
"distinctive badge': stop children 
agedsixandabove out wolking on the 
street, claim to be iruancy oflcers 
and see how numy children will get 
into the car. 

We look forwad to your response, 
and would appreciate any opporiu- 
nity to talk over the issues and hove 
whatever input you thought was a p  
propriate into this diJlicuIt a m  of 
policy formation. 

Mr Milbank's reply is here on 
page one and continued on page 
two. 
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The State Schools 
Want 

the Good Students 
A voucher system for education 
would increase the differences be- 
tween schools, says a retired 
Massey University educationalist 
Ivan Snwk. Dr Snwk said the 
voucher system seemed to offer 
parents choice. But in reality, the 
schwls had the choice. The tar- 
geted scheme for private schools 
(introduced in 1995) was the be- 
ginning of this, he said. 

Large numbers of students had 
applied to enter the scheme, which 
paid for children from lower 
socio-economic families to attend 
private schools. But it was up to 
the schoo1s to choose the three or 
four students they wanted. 

"What's really happening is the 
state schools are being deprived of 
some of the very students who 

would be good mle models for 
young people having trouble. All 
(the scheme) does is cream off the 
most motivated children, and 
leave the state schools with a lot of 
lower socioeconomic children." 
(From Manawatu Standard, 8 Nov 
1995.) 

TEACH Comment: 
Is Dr Snwk suggesting that, in the 
interests of community minded- 
ness, parents who have spent years 
building positive character traits 
into their children toss them into 
the public shoo1 system so these 
gwd traits may rub off onto the 
"young people having trouble"? 1s 
he further suggesting that the 
mubled behaviour will NOT rub 
off onto the mle-model child'? I 
for one am not willing or wmmu- 
nity minded to that degree to take 
such chances with my children's 
lives when I know home schooling 
provides possibly the best social 
and academic training available. 
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Trading Post 
Wanted: 
The set of "Little Owl" Kindergarten - 
phonics readers which are no longer pub- 
lished (A Beka). 
Contact: Cheryl Cobb, ph. (07) 825-2900. 

ten delay publishing their 
view on some issues as they 
prefer to get all of the facts 
before acting. There have 
been several instances where 
this policy has been well jus- 
tified. 

joined its national council to 
This cannot be said for many 

Letters to other groups or publications. 

Editor 
work On this' I did 

People have recently had in- achieve all I wanted, but correct advice on legal is- learned how much quality 
work was done by a dedi- sues. I mistakenly acted on Invaluable advice in one other newslet- 

I am a post-graduate student Gated band of home school- ter, with undesirable results, 
doing some research on ers. I now treat with extreme cau- 
home schooling issues. I tion advice in any other pub- 
have been receiving TEACH I was amazed by the 1996 lication, 
and have found it invaluable AGM. Maureen was not 
in keeping up with the poli- 
tics of home schooling. Your 
August issue was most inter- 
esting ..... especially the re- 
view of your meeting with 
the ERO review panel. 1 
think educators are increas- 
ingly supportive of home 
schooling (the enlightened 
ones) as they see the state 
system consistently failing so 
many children. 

Angela T. 
Auckland 

The Other Side 
"The first to present his case 
seems right, till another 
comes forward and questions 
him. " (Pr 18: 17) 

Your September bulletin has 
a letter from Maureen 
Perkins which I believe pre- 
sents only one side of the 
story. 

Maureen and I "converse" 
electronically but have never 
met. She supports our NZ 
home schoolers web site, and 
we share dissatisfaction with 
previous levels of communi- 
cation from the Federation. I 

there - but understands the 
confusion outside Auckiand. 
After the meeting I talked 
privately with some home 
schoolers who mixed with 
both groups. They confirmed 
the Federation's public state 
ments, and their reluctance to 
speak raises questions about 
who is "engendering fear". 

The AGM was not run in an 
unconstitutional way. It was 
extra-constitutional, because 
the constitution did not cover 
the situation which existed - 
but it followed Justice De- 
partment advice. 

She also refers to newsletters 
"verging on libellous". The 
key person helping the Fed- 
eration work through to a 
new constitution is a home 
schooler who is both a 
lawyer and a Christian. I find 
it hard to imagine that she 
would knowingly allow in- 
correct or libellous infoma- 
tion to be published. As a 
member since 1990, I have 
never known them to publish 
incorrect information or to 
give wrong advice. They of- 

I don't know how we can 
stop this infighting - but if 
home schooling remains dis- 
united, history suggests that 
our opposition will pick us 
off, faction by faction. Home 
schooling will suffer. 

Phil Astley 
Lower Hutt 

Reading 
Out Loud 

by David M. Schwaitz 

As the author of the best-selling 
Read-Aloud Handbook, Jim Tre- 
lease believes making time for 
books creates a lifetime love of 
reading. Your grandparents may 
have pmcticed it, children's li- 
brarians have been doing it all 
along, common sense makes it 
fairly plain, and thousands of aca- 
demic studies have proven its 
worth, but reading to children on 
a daily basis is the best-kept secret 
in education today. 

"Most people don't believe me 
when I tell them that reading 
aloud is the single most important 
factor in reading success," Tffi- 
lease says. "They don't believe 
me for three reasons: One, it's 
simple. Two, it's free. And three, 
the child enjoys it." The most 

(Continuedonpoge4) 
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Coming Events Home Educators' Infomercials 
Homesehooling Information 

Workshop 
Saturday 22 November 1997, 
Windsor Park Baptist Church, 550 
East Coast Bays Rd., Mairangi 
Bay, Auckland. $20 per person or 
couple. Keynote address and 12 
electives. Contact Dorinda (09) 
4806878, Lesley (09) 483-8036 
or Lyn (09) 444-4998. 

Canterbury Home Educators 
Family Camp 

28 - 30 November 1997. Hibburt 
Pak, Spencewille, NO& Canter- 
bury. Write to Chris Bell, Shands 
Rd., R.D. 6, CtVistchwch 8021 or 
ring Jill at (03) 352-7554. 

TEACH Leadership  FUN^ 
Thursday 5 February 1998, 
Palmerston North 

TEACH National Home 
Educators 

Athletics, Swimming & Games 
Competitions 

6-7 Febluary 1998, Ross Interme- 
diate and Freyberg High Schools. 
Palmerston North. 

CHomeS National Family 
Conference 

6-7 February 1998, Freyberg High 
School, Palmerston North. Guest 
speaker: Duncan L e ~ o x ,  Hast- 
ings. Contact: C & B Smith, 4 
Tawa St., Palmerston North, ph/ 
fax (06) 357-4399. 

At W 
A Resource MrPctwy 
for Home Ed- 

(Mdand E d M )  

~aoking (a inmwmotion on horneschwling 
and don't lmm whm to rtom 

~ w k  no pttha than this Dircrtayl 

canminr infonation on E*mptionl. 
arayr on homc cdudon. 

recommended mdlng. m u m  ?uPpr?,. 
floco m go, magorim, agonahbom mlmn 

NVPOK gmup in New zeolond 
and much more! 

pDdu.4 by Koa Jounoy fw the 
m e  rducalon' Mnvrk of Mt r~ma  (HWA 

m obtain your COW 
p~eme und 110 plus $l b r  portage to: 

HWA. P O  80X ndfS Ellorlie, ~uddand n3 

nmneEaucclton'NamnkofMtww 
Ihe nam Edummn' NetvrorZ of MtWlW, 
(HENA) w a  set up in ~pril'% or a whiic W 
frrdlitote communication imvcen homachml- 
m and to assist us to Support CWh O t k d  by 
achanging i d m  and infwnotion ond Skning 
auivibzs of inamt 

sukription is $15.00 pryar. Wi rntiwkcyou 
m recchh a phom list of HEM subrolkn 
thmughout the counby and 0 la of Uppart 
Gmup contads, and the magadne, all gub 
lished quamrly. 

it is a forum for the shoring of information, 
rerourra and ideas pcrtincnt to h o w  
doding.  we cncuumge all subsoiben to 
portkipate. Please send your mnbibutians 
(artida, letten to the editor, chlldlWI'S rto 
ria, p m ,  book miw, picturn, wnt 
ads. for sale ittms, ctc.) bx 

KOWJOWI(Y,HEM~IW ~omxn-.  
a*nb nn m m n d .  ph. (m) 57+8n3. 
Rmrlnts cost $1.50 a p l m  

F 
NEW ZEALAND 
CHRISTIAN 

HOME SCHOOLING 

1997 EDITION 

e hLso I N c L u D m  THE L m m T  z 
yl RESOURCE 
N DIRECTORY 

Wellington Home Schooling 
Assmiation's General 

Information Pack 
Loaded with information on fill- 
ing in an exemption application, 
resources, support activities and 
more. $10. Write to WHSA, c/- 
24 Stephen St., Upper Hutt. 

Manawatu Home Educators' 
Starting Out Pack 

Tips on answering exemption ap- 
plications, organising your day, 
sample newsletters and more. $8. 
Write to: MHE, PO Box 4133, 
Palmerston North. 

Canterbury Home Educators' 
"Getting Started in 
Home Schooling" 

Many good tips and contacts for 
those just starting out. $2. Write 
to Jill Hanna, 17 RalNin St., Red- 
wood, Chrislchureb. 

(Connnuedfrompage 3) 
important thing parents can do for 
a child, next to hugging him, is to 
read to him. And, Trelease adds, 
after that comes severely curtail- 
ing time spent in front of the TV. 

Study after study from reading 
researchers ooniirms a litany of 
benefits: reading to children 
builds vocabulary and background 
knowledge and establishes the 
reading-writing co~ection; it ex- 
poses children to a wealth of expe- 
riences outside their own; it stim- 
ulates imagination, stretches at- 
tention spans, nourishes emo- 
tional development, encourages 
compassion, reshapes negative at- 
titudes to positive ones; and it 
inImduces textwes and nuances of 

the English language rarely heard 
on TV sitcoms. 

Upon the birth of their daughter, 
Marcia and Mark Thomas re- 
ceived The Read-Aloud Handbook 
as a gift. Previously, they hadn't 
considered reading to a baby, but 
they had a special reason for want- 
ing to promote Jennifer's intellec- 
tual development: she was born 
with Down's syndrome. "We fig- 
ured it couldn't hurt,"says Marcia 
Thomas, "so we put her on a diet 
of ten books a day." As an infant, 
Jennifer required swgery and 
spent seven weeks in the hospital. 
For the times when her parents 
couldn't be present, they lefi 
recorded books and a tape 
recorder for the nurses to play. By 

age 2, Jennifer brought books to - 
her parents and regularly sat still 
for an how at a time as they were 
being read. By age 5, she was 
reading on her own and carting 
books amund by the b a w l .  

Now a 10-yeardd, Jennifer is a 
voracious reader with a vocabu- 
lary her teacher describes as 
"phenomenal". 

"I know what you're thinking," 
says Trelease. "There are only 24 
hours in a day. It's true. But who 
ever told you that parenting was 
going to be a time-saving activity? 
Men, you can do it all: you can 
shoot some hoops after supper and 
on the very same night you can 
read Charlotte's Web!" 
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