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The Quality of 
Home Schoolinn 

V 
(The Education Review Office 
produced a 12-page report in 
June offhis year on the quality of 
honte schooling as they had oh- 
served it while reviewing honte 
educators since Decentber 1997. 
The JoNowing are excerpts pant 
this report.) 

In the past some doubts have been 
raised as to the quality of home- 
schooling. Very little is known 
about the overall quality of this 
form of educational provision. 
This report snmmarises the find- 
ings of the Education Review Of- 
fice (ERO) on the quality of edu- 
cation provided for homeschwled 
children. It aims to identify those 
features of a programme that ben- 
efit homeschooled children. 

For this report, a sample of 400 
review reports was analysed from 
a total of 551 confirmed between 

would be a feature of cumculum 
organisation in any school. 

Enhancing Features 
It is possible to identify certain 
features that act to enhance the 
quality of educational opportuni- 
tics 

The programmes that integrate re- 
ligion into the study of other sub- 
jects tend to be highly structured 
and to have formalised assessment 
procedures. Some of these pro- 
grammes are narrow in scope and 
do not always offer sufficient stim- 
ulus for individual children. This 
is more obvious when the parent 
depends heavily upon the pur- 
chased programme to pmvide all 
the necessaq guidelines. In these 

cases, the emphasis is on children 
completing workbooks rather than 
on problem-solving activities. In 
some instances the content of the 
overseas material is inappropriate 
for the New Zealand context, and 
it may include stereotyped repre- 
sentations of cultures and social 
settings. The quality of these pro- 
grammes is improved when the 
parent facilitates supplementary 
activities. 

The inclusion of science, social 
studies, technology and health 
topics form part of a balanced 
programme. Participation in the 
arls and social and sporting activi- 
ties are also essential components 
of a good quality programme. 

When parents consider that educa- 
tional development is part of ev- 
eryday family and social life, chil- 
dren are encouraged to view learn- 
ing as resulting from a l l  experi- 

(Continued on page 2) 

December 1997 and April 1998. 

5,000 
\ % age growU~ over previous year 

As Regular and Well 
In most cases formal study is 
timetabled for the mornings while 40% 4,000 
less formal pursuits take place in 
the ailemoons. This satisfies the 
requirement for the programme to 30% 3,000 
be as regular as in a registered 
school. 

20% 2,000 
The parent is required to describe 
their knowledge and understand- 
ing of their selected cumculnm. 
Proof of competency is not asked 10% 1,000 

for by the Ministry nor received. 
Homeschwling applications must 
also provide evidence of a com- 
mitment to certain routines appro- '90 '91 '92 '93 '94 '95 '96 '97 '98 

priate the level and Shrinking Numberr - 1998 saw 1990=1479 1995=4882= 19.8% 
abilities of the Minisw of home schoolers drop for the 1991=1873=26.6% 1996=5151= 5.5% 
officers also require evidence of fmt time, although the mte has 1992=2578=37.6% 1997=5384= 4.5% 
the plannidg and balance that b, rapidly since 1994. 1993=3141=21.8% 1998=5274= -2.0% 

1994=4074=29.7% 
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c~lccs. I'rogr;u~lllss withill lhcsc guid:l~~cc. Morc consideralio~~ 
contexts ~naintain the flexibility to ~lccds to be glvetl to how 
capture the teachable moment. guidance and advisory scrvices 

can bc made available to home- 
Many parents consider that partic- schooling parents. 
ipation in activities that supple- 
ment fornial studies is an essential MOE Exemptions 
part of homcschooling. Including & ERO ~~~i~~~ 
activities that are based on physi- Another area that needs wer 
cal and social challenges can add consideration is the relationship 
balance to the formal educational between the exemption process 
programme. and ERO evaluations. In order for 

, '7 ~'"..'."";'"',. ""3 +!.$p$&~fl$$\l$ This requircs co-ordination be- 
i s + i ( y n e ; : ~ ! Q x e ~ k p r l i w  Assessment tween the Ministry of Education 
b a o P m i n h . , a , : d i ' ~ ; . T & $ ~ . ~  Rccord kccping and a structured ERO at the of 

"'"''.#j" '$?..;& . 6 b $ ~ ~ . ~ : . .  ff , . , , . ,  
t i ~ $ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ r b e r ! ~ r i a y : ~ % \ ~  
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~ ; : q ! i , ~ l : , s h ~ ; ! ~  .. .: ,!., :tt;;2!t:~,:~,;ll.,,.~;,~ 1: 
TBa~iB~kl#~:bi@Y@Bbb:&~# 

progralnnlc provide rcview olli- 
cers with tacgible evidence of 
planning and are common in good 
quality programmes. Written 
work also gives parents and re- 
view officers data on which to 
base their evaluations. It is very 
difficult to evaluate programmes 
that are based upon oral activities 
and assessment. 

evaluations to be co~~sistcnt and to 
Thc advantage of onc-to-one an to [he key 
teachiag is Illat learning ;sli\*itics sl;lkclloldcrs tile of 
can bc quickly adapted lo i~oa~escl~ooli~~g programlaes, tl~cy 
ltccds ll lc "lild. 11c4 to be bilscd on clci~r critcrii~. 

In many families it is difficult to 
separate educational learning 
from daily living. One indicator 
of a successful programme is the 
extent to which the child is enthu- 
siastic about homeschooling activ- 
ities. Another is how far the child 
accepts responsibility for positive 

The academic progress of a home- 
schooled chid is relatively 
straightforward to monitor. It is 
more diff~cult to appraise a child's 
social development. (However,) 
not one report in this study sug- 
gested that a greater emphasis on 
social interactions would bc bcnc- 
ficial. 

Advice & Support 
A key issue that Ins emerged from 
ERO evaluations of homncscl~ool- 
ing is the need for more frequent 
advice and support to parents. 
Many parents indicate 

... 
the exemplion process. In particn- 
lar there should be a close rela- 
tionship between the criteria set 
out in the guidelines for applica- 
tions for exemption, the criteria 
used by the Ministry of Education 
in granting the application and the 
criteria used by the Education Re- 
view Office in determining 
whether the application should be 
maintained; and the approved ap- 
plication for exemption should be 
su&ciently comprehensive to be 
able to be used as the basis for the 
Education Review Office to evalu- 
ate the quality of the programme. 

CwTenUy there does not appear to 
be any link between the guidelines 
for applications ror exctnplion and 
decisions by the Minislry of Edu- 
cation to grant an exemption. - 

There is a lack of identifiable cri- 
teria against which the application 
can be judged. In addition there 
are often inconsistencies between 
the programme as outlined in an 
approved application for exemp- 
ti011 and the (1u:tlity of tllc pro- 
gramme as evaluated by ERO. 

ERO Reports 
The criteria against which the 
programme is evaluated are those 
specified within the application 
for exemption approved by the 
MiniStIT of Education. 

(Conninued on page 4) 

TEACH Bulletin 20 Page 2 September 1998 



Trading 

Wanted: 

Math-It by Elmer W. Brooks; 
Understanding Writing; 
112 Algebra; 
Moore-McGuffey 1st and 2nd 
Readers; 
Backyard Scientists Series; 
Amazing Story of Creation. 
Contact: 

Sherce Boyd, Auckland 
(PNFax: 09 837-0959) 

email: soifboyd@ihug.w.nz 

For Sale: 
Complete sct Pathway readers, 

............... 13 hibacks $100 
Choice Stories for Children Char 

.......... acter Classics, 144pg p/b $6 
Learning Language M s  through 

...... Lituraiure, Tan Book Gr4-6 $8 
Learning Language Arts through 

...... Liturature, Green Bk Gfl-8 $8 
Noah's Ark and the Lost World by 

........ John D Moms, 45pg, h/b $6 
Let's Make Jesus Happy Frontier 

.... Tales,M,Thomas,255pg, hb $10 
The Beginner's Bible Memory 

.... Books,V.G.Beers,287pg, hb $10 
A Beka, Understanding God's 

.......... World Teacher's Ed., pib $5 
Usbome Brainbenders Brain Puz 

............. zles, 32pg. pib $4 
Timelines Cities Citizens & Civil 

isations, 48pg, Wb ...... $5 
Old World History & Geography, 
Teacher's Ed., 295pg, pib ......... $5 
The Book of Great Inventions, 

127pg. Wb.... $5 
........................ Lifepac Art #8 ..$3 

.... Lifepac Science 1104, 1105 $3 
Lifepac Math 909, 9 10 ............ $3 
Lifepac Math Teacher handbook 

........... 900 $10 
Lifepac Bible 807, 901, 902, 903 
and answer key 901-5 .......... ea.$3 
Eyeglass Series Seeing and 

Being like Him ........... $2 
Eyeglass Series Living 

like Him .... $2 
Young Australia Maths student 

bk level 2 .................... $5 
MissionA.D.familycard game ... $4 
Teach Your Child to Read in 100 
Easy Lessons by Engelmaw 

365 pg pib ................. $25 
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Contact: 
Beverley. Pal~nerston North 

(06) 354-1008 

For Sale: 
BJU 
Bible Truths A (Grade I) ,  Teach- 

.... ers manual (incl wall chart) $25 
Creation Astronomy -- A study 
guide to the constellations, by Fe- 

.... lice Genvitz & Jill Whitock $10 
Dangerous Journey, the story of 

..... Pilgrim's Progress, hiback $15 
Contact: 

Bo Frink 
PO Box 76, Taupo 
ph. (07) 378-7002 

email: cbfrink@reap.org.nz 

Wanted: 
Saxon Maths, Grade 2 & 3 ..... 
A Beka Readers, Grade 2-a-3 
Contact: 

Mrs D. Mansbridge 
106 Cole St., Masterton 

pb. (06) 377-4029 

For Sale: 
You Can Teach Your Child Suc- 
cessfully by Ruth Beechick 

(new) ...... $30 
The Big Book of Home Learning 

............ Vol. Iby Mary Pride $15 
(or will swap for something you 
no longer needl) 
Contact: 

Sue Peek 
6 Central Ave. 

Wanganui, ph (06) 344-3349 

Wanted: 
A beginner's typing book 
Instructions for the Invicla At- 
tribute Logic Set. 
A Beka 
Language B5, Student and 
Teacher. 
Enjoying Good Health 5, Student 
and Teacher. 
Investigating God's World, 
Teacher only. 
Contact: 

Gael Powley, Lower Hook Rd. 
R.D. 8, Waimate 
ph. (03) 689-7240 

For Sale: 
1 x Scope English Grammer 
Composition Level 4 ........ $30.00 
Key To Algebra books 1>10 

@ 3.30 each 
Algebra answer bks x 3 @ $3.75 
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......... Algebra test book x 1 $25.00 
Christian Schools International: 

... 1 x Writing Rainbow GrK 40.00 
....... 1 x Activity Packet Gr1 10.00 

.... 1 x Writing Rainbow Gr1 40.00 
....... 1 x Activity Packet Gr1 10.00 

.... 1 x Writing Rainbow Gr2 40.00 
....... 1 x Activity Packet Gr1 10.00 

.... 1 x Writing Rainbow Gr3 40.00 
God's Plan wrkbk&cardsGrl .$l4 
Calling of God's Tribe Gr3.. 14.00 
Rccord of God's Nation Gr4 

@ 14.00 
1 x Witnesses to the Gospel Gr5 

@ 14.00 
.. House of Israel wkbk G I ~ .  I 1.00 

Day of the Lord wrkbk Gfl..ll.OO 
1 x A Light to the Gentiles work 

................ book Gr8 11.00 
All of these books are in good 
condition and most a? unwed. 
contact: 

Raewyn Shand, Port Ligar 
PB Havelock, Marlborough 

Ph/fax 03 576 5238 
Email: shand@ts.co.nz 

For Sale: 
A Beka Spelling and Poetry 3...$8 
A Beka Spelling, Vocab and 

Poetry 4....$8 
Practice Yr Spelling Skills 3, 

............. John Rose ..$8 
A Beka Spelling, Vocab, Poetry 5 

(Teachers Edition) .... $8 
350 Fabulous Writing Prompts 

(Scholastic) ............ ..$5 
Italic Handwriting Series 
Classroom Wallchart .............. $8 
Contact: 

Robyn Smith, 326D Gordonton 
Rd., R.D. 1, Hamilton. 

Ph. (07) 855-9265, 
email: robyn-smith@clear.net.nz 

Wanted: 
A Beka text books: 
Physics: The foundational 

science (yr 11-12) 
Chemistry: Precision & 

design (yr 11-12) 
Biology: God's living 

creation @r 10) 
Matter & Motion in God's 

Universe @I 8) 
Science : Order& Reality Cyr 7) 
Managing Your L i e  

Bible Study @r 11) 
Contact: 

Stephanie, (09) 6266394 
Auckland 

e-mail: starrs@clear.net.nz 
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(Continuedfrom poge 2) 

fulf~lling tlicir contractual obliga- 
tions and undertakings. They also 
provide information that can be 
analysed by ERO to inform policy 
development and decision-making 
by the Government and for report- 
ing on aspects of the homeschool- 
ing system. 

North Island 
Homeschooling Information Workshop No 4 

Saturday, 17 October 1998 
9:30am - 2:30pm, Windsor Park Baptist Church, 

550 East Coast Rd., Mairangi Bay 
$20 per person or couple 

Elective sessions include: 
Takimg a Child out of School 
Prepariug for llomeschooling: I1 - 6 year olds 

8 I'ractical Ideas li~r Science 
Iloi~ie~l~uoling Children with Specit~l Nwds 
The Father's Role 
Leaming from the Masters: Literature, Art, Music 
Teaching the Basics of Maths 
Teaching Reading Using Phonics 
Hotneschwling l'magers 
Implementing Charlotte Mason's Methods 
Idens fix Citildml's Writing 
Scriptural Principles br  llolliesclioolilig 
20 din'erent spkers (all cur re~~t  liol~ie educalors) 
Maiy resource velidors and displays 

Register by 10 October (or at the door) to: 
Shore Home Educators - .. . 

22 Pnramu Ave, Birkdale, Auckland 1310 
or ring Lesley: (09) 483-8036 or Dorinda: (09) 480-6878. 

The application for exemption is 
commonly used as a base line for 
examining the content of the pro- 
gramme. 

South Island 
Canterbury Home Educators Inc. Camp 

Fri, Sat, Sun 
30-31 October, 1 November 1998 

Hibbwt Park, Spencewille (near mouth of 
Waimakariri River, just north of Christchurch). 

$5.50 per adult (over 15) per night (bunkhouse, tent or 
caravan) and $3.50 per any younger person per night. 
Also day visitor ratc. Food list sen1 upon registration. 
Guest Sl~cakcr: Donna Awatcrc-Hual;~. ACT MP and 
Education Spokesperson. 

Kiwisports 
Beach swimming 
Field games 
Busl~walks 
Spencer Park and Wetlands Reserve 
Minigolf 
NiglltwalWSpotlighting 
Curriculutn display 
Commercial book vendor 

Send Registions to: 
Joarula Hifigston, 

PO Box 95, Amberley, ph. (03) 314-6782. 

The reports provide information 
within specified categories: 

a. the type of progrmne 
that is undertaken and its consis- 
tency with the application for ex- 
emption approved by the Ministry 
of Education; 

b. the delivev of the pro- 
gramme. This includes thc usc of 
learning resources, the availability 
of workspace, the regularity of the 
learning exercises and the inclu- 
sion of social and non-academic 
activities; 

c. the processes of as- 
sessment and monitoring of the 
child's progress and achievement; 
and 

d. the social and aca- 
demic achievement by the child. 
This includes the appropriateness 
of the programme to the child's 
needs and the outcomes in terms 
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of enjoyment and achievement 

When programmes werc consis- 
tent with the application but were 
inadequate, the review offiicer 
identified the weaknesses and ei- 
ther recommended revoking the 
exemption or a follow-up review. 

flEACEI Conrment: Although the 
Education Act does not defne the 
requirement that home educators 
provide instruction as regular and 
well as in a registered school, 
note here the EROk understand- 
ing of what these things could 
ntean. The ERO is an audit 
agency, checking the programme 
of home educators against some 
criteria. Where do they get these 
criteria? Frorn what each home 
educator writes in the original 
application for exemption. In dis- 
cussions with MOE oficials in 
March of 1997, honte educators 
were told that the MOE expects 
home educators to change Ponr 
what they write in their applica- 
tions. .... in fact, the MOE ofJicials 
said they would he worried if 
home educators didn't change 
Porn what they frst wrote. For 
this reason TEACH advises home 
educators to always end their ex- 
entption applications with words 
to the effect that '211 of the infor- 
mation given above is subject to 
change at any time". 

The manner in which home educa- 
tors are audited against their 
statements in the exemption appli- 
cation is similar lo how schools 
are audited against their state- 
menfs in their school charter. 
And so exemption applications be- 
come de facto school charters, 
with the following major excep- 
tion: a fair chunk of state school 
charters are dictated by the slate. 
Home educators are expected to 
"describe their knowledge and 
understanding of their selected 
curriculum." They can choose 
whatever curriculum or methodol- 
ogv they want, but are expected to 
be able to articulate this to Re- 
view OfJicers. The only time this 
may not be considered completely 
within reason is when a home 
educator is being reviewed very 
soon after acquiring an exemp- 
tion. TEACH would tend to say 
six months is not always enough 
time to have a philosophy bedded 
down that we11 ..... 12 months 
would be more reasonable.) 

I am a fitth form home schooling 
student. I would like to corre- 
spond with other home schoolers 
who plan to study at Canterbury 
Universily. 

Mark Wylie 
5 Durie Vale Rd. 
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Paid Parental Leave 
There is currently a Member's Bill before Parliaruent 
titled the Paid Parental Leave Bill which seeks to 
amend the Parcnlal Leavc and Et~lploytnent Prolec- 
tion Act 1987. The Act currently requires employers 
to grant both maternity and paternity leave fro111 
work without pay. The Bill is proposing that em- 
ployers be required to grant both maternity and 
paternity leave frofin work at 80% of full wages. 

Home educators need to think Ule issues through. It 
sounds good because a mwn working for wages 
would be eligible for 12 weeks maternity leave at 
80% of normal wages. She could take all 12 or only 
some of it and let her husband take the rest from his 
place of work at 80% of his normal wages. The 
husband would already be eligible for two weeks of 
paid patenity leave. This leave applies to both a 
natural birth or an adoption. 

. ~ .  . .  . . 

Some say it is unfair to make bosses pay for this, and 
that they will be less likely to hire young women of 
child-bearing age. Well, the Bill actually levies ALL 
employers and the money goes into a central fund 
from which those employers who need it may draw. 
So inevitably, the cost of all goods and services will 

(Continued on page 6) 

MUM, TIWD OF 
PLANNtNL 

L€5SON5? 

Look at our offer - all this 
and more for an affordable fee. 

Full programme or individual subjects 
Self-instructional and mastery at each step 

Professional support available 
Awards: certificates and badges 

Annual localized seminars 
Certificates accepted by NZ universities 

Youth leadership camps and conventions 
Support for students with learning differences 
Video library for secondary maths and science 

, WE @AN HELP YOU SAVE 
TIME, ENERGY, AND MONEY 

& 
FREE Guidebook - phlfax : 06-374-7945 

Education Recovery Mission 
P 0 Box 291, Dannevirke 

email : educate@xtra.co.nz 

Publishers of: 
Family Maths Activity Newsletter (4 per yr) 
The Maths Connection (monthly maths 

problems ages 9yr+) 

be the Family Math Book" Homeschooler 

1.50 incl plp &Gst Suitable for 9 years+ 

P 0 Box 331591 
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So home educators as a group are 
not likely to benefit from this Bill 
as are those mums who intend on 
pursuing a career. This Bill en- 
ables them to have 12 weeks or 
less of paid leave with their job 
waiting for them at the end of it. 
The swop-with-your-spouse provi- 
sions are interesting, enabling a 
couple to take 80% of whichever 
one has the highest wage. As 
usual, full time mums and home 
makers, those committed to pro- 

r-----------m-mm-mm- 1 viding the best for their children, meaning families G E m G  GOD'S PERSPECTIVE 1 on a single income, are offered no such financial 

A Challenging, hfe-App/ication Topical Bible Study I rcwards. It seems the Bill will also create a market 

+ + +  I for part-time workers to fill in while the new mums 

What does the Word of God say 1 and dads are away at home for those few weeks. 
I about FAZTH, LOVE, JOY, HOPE, and more... I And how do we apply it in our lives? Family Matters 

+ + +  I The family problem lies at the heart of most social 
I problems. It is not money but the family that is U I ~  

i -126 Pages -39 Topics: I foundation of public life. As the family has become 

Only those listed available, and on a first-in, no returns basis. 
One price: $15 each post-paid. 

Top Quality NZ-made cotton Tee Shirts 
Christian Home Schoolers of NZ logo on front, "Home Schooling pro- 

duces people like ...( 22 famous people listed) ... and ME!" on back. 

White Tee with Blue Printing 
2 x size Sm (were $23) 
2 x size M (were $23) 
2 x size L (were $23) 

Contact: 
CHomeS, 4 Tawa St., Palmerston North 
phlfax (06) 357-4399 
email: keystone.teach@xtra.coMnz 

1 weakeI every StIUCtUIe built upon that foundation 
I Ivas become weaker. In fact. the evidence concerning 
I tllc powerful execl of tile falllilial foundatiotl is 
I SO strong that even some sociologists believe it. 
1 -Bruce Logan, Cutting Edge, JulyIAug~t 1998. 

I 

1 
1 
I 
I 
/ 
I 
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I *Emphasis on getting to know the Lord 1 
in a more personal way 

Faith in Education 
1 1 "Ignorance is our grealest enemy." It was Uiis faith 
I *Learning how to apply His Word I tl~at led the Unilarian Horace Mann to see the school 

in our Christian walk I as man's true church and saviow. He saw an end to 
*Personal Application Questions I crime and evil coming with universal public educa- 

*Scripture Memorization 1 tion. Unhappily for these humanists, as this human- 
I istic education has prosper4 so too have crime and 

by Kelly J. Madden 1 social decay. On all sides we see education heavily 
(a hmneschwl mom) I financed as the key to social salvation but producing I Thisstudy isgearedjbrteens through adults, both boys andgirls. social decay. 1 Price: US$22.95 orNZ$47.45 post-paid. Uncrossed personal NZ I 

1 cheques OK. Formore information or to order this study: email: I 
1 kettle@jps.ne$ orwrite to Kelly Madden, P.O. Box 726, Meadow I -R.J. Rushdoony, "Education as a Panacea", 
i Vista CA 95722 (USA). Chalcedon Report, March 1992.) 
b I L I I I I I I I - - I I - I I I I I J  

(Conlinuedfiompage 5) 

rise and these costs will be passed Home Schooling Tee Shirt Sell-out 
on to consumers. This means that 
although home educators will be 
paying for this leave like all other 
consumers in society, they gener- 
ally will not be taking advantage 
of the provisions of the Bill since 
virtually all home education 
mums are full-time lnutns and 
home makers. Their husbands 
may get the two weeks paid pater- 
nity leave .... unless they are self- 
employed, in which case they too 
do not qualify to receive the bene- 
fits of this Bill. 

Accountability, Afflictions and Trials, Anger, Anxiety and Worry, 
Bittemean, Contentment Envy and Jealousy. Faith, Faithfulnee8 of 
God. Fear, Pogiveness. Friends. Fruitfulness, God's Word, Holi- 
ness, Holy Spirit, Hope, Joy, Love, Lust Marriage, Obedience, Peace, 
Perseverance, Praise, Prayer, fide, R~~~~~~~~ for ~d salvation, 
Satan, Swing, Sin, Sorrow, Thankfulness, Trust, Wiadom, Your 
Flesh Your Speech and Your Thoughts. 
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