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N 

d Home Education Has the 
9 
. t Right Formula 

David Hood, cluef executive of the 
New Zealand Qualifications Au- 
thority from 1990 until 1996, has 

! 

I 
W e n  a book having a title that 
says what home educators have 
known for years: Our Secondary 
Schools Don 't Work Anymore. 

MI Hood says the present system 
is not working for pupils, parents, 
employers or society. Sounds 
PEW grim. 

Some of the changes advocated by 
Mr Hood include: 

scrapping traditional timneta- 
bles 
doing away with age-based 
classes 
abandoning a subject-based 
cnrricnlu~n 
having schools run morning 
classes, leaving the afler- 
noons fm for pupils to work 

, in the cbmmunity developing 
life skills (Wellington Do- 
minion. 13 August 1998, p. 

.- 2). 

It is great to see people who once 
were in high places advocate some 
of home education's favourite 
pearls of wisdorn. It is noted, 
however, that Mr Hood has waited 
until he is out of the syslem to say 
such things. 

The present Govenunent is to be 
congratulated upon recognising 
that the schools are not always 
doing the best .... or in fact, even 
the basic job ..... of teaching those 
compelled to attend how to read, 
write and do sums. Prime Minis- 
ter Jenny Shipley and Education 
Minister Wyatt Creech have an- 
nounced a three-year initiative to 
ensure all nine-year-olds will have 
these basic literacy and numeracy 

skills by the year 2005. That 
means today's two- and three- 
year-olds. So afIer the three-year 
initiative, these children will be 
five and six, just starting to attend 
school. That means the $19.5 
million this is going to cost is 
either going to be spent on schools 
before the target group arrives, or 
else it will be used in a big public- 
ity campaign to get parents on- 
side and developing thase skills 
before the little ones arrived at 
school. Mrs Shipley did indicate 
that a publicity drive, something 
akin to a public health message 
she said, was part of the deal. 

Or maybe it meant that today's 
nine-year-olds would be ablc to 
read, write and do sums by 2005, 
when tlley would be turning 16. 
That gives the school system 
seven years to knock the basics 
into them. As Mrs Shipley went 
on to say, it is not acceptable for 
about $65 million to be spent each 
year on training programmes for 
16 and 17-year-olds who need to 
learn basic literacy and numeracy 
skills (Wellington Dominion, 22 
October 1998, p. 2). 

Admissions l i e  these from Mr 
Hood and Mrs Shipley put a whole 
new meaning on the well known 
words of t h ~  Education Act which 
demand that home educators teach 
as regularly and well as in a regis- 
tered school. 

The Family Matters 
William Galston, a former domes- 
tic policy adviser to President 
.Clinton and now a professor at the 
University of Maryland, U.S.A., 
has pointed out that you only need 
to do three things to avoid poverty 
in the U.S.A. They are, finish 
high school, many before having 
a child and have the mother pm- 
duce the child alter the age of 20. 
Only 8% of children fmm families 
who do this are poor; 80% of 
children From families who fail to 
do so are poor. (Bruce Logan, 
Cutting Edge, July/August 1998, 
P. 1.) 

New Zealand District Court Judge 
Andrew Becroft recently said a 
common thread characterised 
youth offenders. "They are street- 
wise and seem to lack basic moral 
values ... and the majority lack a 
male role model in the home .... It 
is an accepted theory tl~at today's 
youth are the most under-fathered 
in the history of the weslern 

world." He said 37 of the last 41 
young male offenders he saw in 
c o w  this year had said they had 
either no meaningful contact with 
their father, did not know where 
he was or did not want anything to 
do with him. (Wellington Domin- 
ion, 4 August 1998, p. 17.) 

The notion that geniuses and elite 
athletes are gifted or possess in- 
nate talents has come into ques- 
tion in a study by Michael Howe, 
professor of psychology at Exeter, 
who has concluded that excellence 
is determined by opportunities, 
encouragement, training, motiva- 
tion, self-confidence and - most 
of all - practice. Studies of 
accomplished artists, matl~emati- 
cians, elite athletes showed few 
early signs of promise prior to 
parental encouragement. Highest 
achievement levels require 1000s 
of hours of serious practice. 
(Wellington Dominion, 19 Octo- 
ber, 1998, p. 15.) 
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Figure 3: Proportion of Homeschoolers by Region at I July 1998 

Seventy-eight percent of all home educators reside in the Norlh Island. 
Relative to the school population, Nortldand and the Nelson-Marlborough 
regions show the highest proportions of home educators, while Welling- 
ton and Otago show the lowest proportions. 

(OTaph prepared by Denise M e ,  Data Managemen1 Unit Ministry oTFAucation) 

48 Ways to plans, projects or aims. 
5 Lack of interest and enthusiasm, 

Remain passiveness and indifference. 
6 Lack of confidence and poise, 

Unemployed nervousness, being ill at ease. 
7 No participation in activities. 

The University of New York bas 
made a list of reasons most fre- 
quently given by employers for 
turning down candidates applying 
for a job with thcir company. 
These reasons were taken from 
reports produced by 153 busi- 
nesses. It appears to be tnainly a 
matter of attitude. And the time to 
brush up on many of these quali- 
ties is NOT the week before sub- 
mitting the CV: these things need 
to be built in during the formative 
childl~ood years. In other words, 
the parents need to be consciously 
working on developing these traits 
in their youngsters. Home educa- 
tors possess most of the advan- 
tages for accomplishing this task 
with U I ~  best results. 

1 Poor personal appearance. 
2 Arrogance, aggressiveness, self- 

satisfaction, superiority coln- 
plex, know-it-all attitude. 

3 Diff~culty in expressing oneself 
clearly, a weak voice, poor die- 
tion and grammar. 

4 Complete lack of any career 

8 ~ e &  interested in money, and 
only interested in the best oIfer. 

9 Poor or borderline academic 
achievements. 

10 Applicant refuses to start at the 
bottom of the ladder or is too 
demanding and stubborn. 

11 Applicant makes all kinds of 
excuses for an unfavourable re- 
port. 

12 Lack of tact. 
13 Lack of maturity. 
14 Lack of courtesy, bad tnanners. 
15 Applicant criticises hislher for- 

mer employers. 
16 Lack of social insight. 
17 Dislike for study. 
18 Lack of vitality. 
19 Applicant does not look the 

interviewer stmight in Ule eye. 
20 A lifeless handshake, without 

warmth. 
21 High degree of indecision. 
22 Marital problems. 
23 Inability to get along with par- 

ents. 
24 Applicant neglects to answer 

all the questions on application 
(Conttnued on pave 4) 
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Trading 
Post 

&&@ 
Health. Safetv & Manners. 

For Sale: 4 -. 

->  

Student Bk. 3 ............ $10 
Developing Good Health, Student 

Bk. 4 .......................... $8 
Developing Good Health, Key to 

Test, 4 ...................... ..$8 
Understanding God's World, 

Student Bk. 4 ............ $12 
Understanding God's World, 

Teach Ed. 4 .............. $20 
Understanding God's World, Ac- 

tivities, Test Key 4 ...... $6 
A Healthier You, Student 

- Bk. 7 $10 ......................... 

Bob Jones 
Maths 3, Teachers Ed, Part 

1&2 ................ (new) $35 
Maths 5, Student Ed ............... $15 
Mauls 5, Teachers Ed ............. $20 
Science 1, Student Bk ............. $13 
Science 1, Teacher Ed ............ $20 
Science 1, Student Notebk 

Packet ........................ .$4 
Science 1, Home Teacher 

Packet.. ...................... .$5 
Science 2, Student Bk ............. $13 
Science 2, Home Teachers 

Ed .......................... $20 
Science 2, Student Notebk 

Packet ........................ $4 
Science 2, Home Teacher 

- Packet ...................... .$5 
Science 5, Student Bk ............. $20 
Science 5, Home Teacher 

Ed ............................ $20 
Science 5, Home Teacher 

Packet ......................... $5 
Herilagc Studies, Tcacher 

Ed ............................. $30 
Egermeier's Bible Story Book, 

V.G. Cond ............... .$20 
Bible Truths 3, Teachers 

......................... <. Ed ,325 
Bible Truths 4, Teachers 

Ed ............................. $25 
Contact: 

Ila Florance 
249 Valley Rd. 

Gisbome 
ph. (06) 868-6652 
Fax (06) 868-6653 

floiance@xtra.w.nz 

For Sale: 

Science, Understanding God's 
World: 
Teacher's Ed. 4 ......... $20 
Student Text ............. $15 

Spelling, Vocab, Poetry 5 ......... $8 
Spelling, Vocab, Poetry 6 ......... $8 
God's Gift of Language A ...... $12 

Bob Jones 
Fundamentals of Math 7, 

Teacher's Ed. & Student 
Text .... (set) ............... $75 

Science 5, Student Notebook 
Packet.. ...................... .$7 

Science 5, Home Teacher 
Packet.. ...................... .$5 

Sciencc 5, Testbank ............... ,$I6 
Science 5, Home Teacher's Ed 

(lesson Plans) ........... $20 
or for set of 4 ............ $40 

Konos, Vol. 1 ......................... $85 
Konos, Vol. 2 ...................... $85 
Audio Tapes "How to use Konos" 

(set of 6) ................... $30 
Audio Tapes "Building a Good 

Writer the Konos Way" 
(2 tapes) .................... $10 

Learning Language Arts Through 
Literature, Red 
Book ......................... $10 

Saxon 65 Maths ..................... $60 
Practise Your English, Peter 

Howard, Intro level ..... $6 
Level 1 ....................... $6 
Level 2 ....................... $6 

Practise Your Spelling Skills, 
............... John Rose, 3 $8 

Level 4 ....................... $8 
Level 5 ....................... $8 

HBJ Maths Beginning Level, 
Teacher's Resource 
(games, pholocopy mas 
ters, lesson plans, etc.) & 

............. aclivity book $35 
Science Club, Walker Publishers, 

suit age 8-12 
.............. Super Motion $6 

Liquid Magic .............. $6 
Light Fantastic ........... $6 
Amazing Air .............. $6 
or set of 4 .................. $20 

Usbome Piano Bwks 1 & 2 
.......................... (set) $10 

Wanted: 
Learning Language Am, Tan, 

Green, Gray or Gold 
Books 

Bob Jones Science Student Texts 
(second ed.) 

L i e  Science 7 
Earth Science 8 
Biology 10 

Contact: 
Tanya Gaskin 
37 Bamber St. 

War~ganui 
ph. (06) 344-6858 

For Sale: 
&&@ 
Art Projects 1 ........................... $5 
Spelling, God's World 2 (112 

used in pencil) ........... .$7 
Health & Safety Maners 2 ........ $7 
Language 2 (used in pencil) ..... $7 
Language 3 (112 used in pencil)$8 
Language A4 (New) ............... $16 
Enjoying good health ........... $7.50 
Spelling, Vocab & Poetry 5 (Used 

in pencil) .................... $5 
Art B5 ..................... .. .......... $5 
Read & Think 5 ................... $4.50 
Language B5 (used in pencil & 

pen) ............................ $5 
Language C6 (used in pencil) ... $7 
~ob-Jones 
Maths 7 ................................. $10 

A Parents Guide, Manual & 
Tape ......................... ,$5 

Ibis 
e b l i c a t i o n  Form 3 Ecom- 

mics & Accounting .... $7 

Contact: 
Gillian Gibson 

PO Box 67 
Gisborne 

Ph. (06) 867-5067 

For Sale: 
Wycliffe Word Programme ..... $25 

Wanted: 
Kathryn Stout's. "Natural 
Speller" 

Contact: 
RoqM Smith 

326D Gordonton Rd. 
R.D. 1 

Hamilton. 
Ph. (07) 855-9265 

email: robyn_smitl~@clear.net.nz 
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................ Wanted: beginners).. .$2 
......................... Saxon Matlls 54 & 87 Poetry Pointers $2 

Beeinnine in iuusic 1 .......... $2.50 

Contact: 
Barbara Smith 

4 Tawa St. 
Pal~uerston North 

phlfax (06)357-4399 
craig.barbara.smitl~@xtra.co.nz 

For Sale: 
Bible lxuths for Christian Schools 
4 @ $10.00 each 

I,  I, 

3 @ $4.00 each 

Grammar and Co~liposition I 
............. Teachers key $15 

Grammar and Composition 1, 
Student tests ............... $5 

Gra~n~ilar and Coi~ipositio~l 1 
..... (Student tests keys) $5 

......... The Unit Study Idea book $8 
Christian Liberty Nature reader, 

book 4.. ...................... $1 

....................... book 5 $1 

Essential Learning Products 
(ELF') 

......................... ELP Spelling 4 $1 

Writing Book D 

Reading and Spelling made sim- 
ple - Mary Andrew ... $10 

Cluist Centered Curriculuni 
Phonics Lessons for flashcards 

........................ 32-66 $10 
Phonics Wibk Level A:2 ........... $6 

" A:2 
(answer key) ............... $6 

" B:1 ..... $6 
" B:l 

(answer key) ............... $6 

Progeny Press Studv Guides 
................... The Secret Garden $5 

..................... The Ox Cart Man $5 

I can Write a Short Story 
Grade 3-6 ................... $5 

Co~~lposition and creative writing 
for t l~e Middle Grades 
(Imogene Forte and Joy 

................ Mackenzie) .$8 
Learning Language and arts 

tluougl~ Literature 
................... (Orange) $14 

............ .. (Tan).. .. $14 
.................... (Green) $14 

Ladybird say the sounds flash 
cards ........................... $3 

The Bible in Pichues for little 
Eyes - Taylor (record 

........................... set) $10 
........................... Kiwi Maths $10 

Christian Liberty Speller Book 2 
........... &Book 3; $1 each 

......... Jenscns Grammnr@art 1) $1 
....... A.C.E. Procedures Manual $5 

Thc Narrow Way Character Cur 
riculntn (Pearables) 
Based on I1 Peter 15-8. 
Was $60, will sell for 
$30 

Art Deck Double Rummy Game 
Learn about Modern Art. 
Match paintings of 13 
modern artists ........... $15 

Contact: 
Margaret Winnington 

74 Mount St. 
Nelson 700 1 

ph. (03) 546-6615 
E-mail: Winning@ts.co.nz 

3 1 Applicant stresses the fact that 
he/she is well connected with 
someone in the company, tries to - .  
"pull strings". 

32 Unwilling~less to transfer to 
new location. 

33 Too cynical. 
34 A poor nloral attitude. 
35 Candidate displays laziness. 
36 An inlolerant candidate. 
37 Limited interests. 
38 Mismanagement of personal fi- 

nances. 
39 No interest in co~nmunity ac- 

tivities. 
40 Inability to take criticism. 
41 No consideralion for the valuc 

of experience. 
42 Radical ideas. 
43 Late for the interview without 

a good reason. 
44 Applicant has no knowledge of 

the conlpany to which heishe is 
applyiilg. 

45 Failure to ask questions about 
the job. 

46 Too aggressive and too insis- 
tent. 

47 Applicant answers questions 
evasively. 

48 Lack of personal initiative. 

Technology 
Downside 

A study from Lincoln University 
shows that col~ipuler-sawy stu- 
dents fare no better than their 
techno-illiterate peers when tack- 
ling applied computing papers. 
Lincoln's Dr Theresa McLennan ' researched the performance of 100 
applied computer science students 
then studied their backgrounds. 

She found that previous experi- 
ence with computers does not 
mean better performance in class, 
and young students with informa- 

I 
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.............. .. Weaver Cun idum $100 
Wordsmitll (creative writing 

for young people) ...... $10 
Wordsmith, Teachers Ed .......... $5 
Grade 5 Master Spelling and 

Writing workbook ....... $2 

Rodd & Staff 
Learning ~;ssay Writing ............ $2 
Short Story Writing (for 

(Conhnuedfrornpage 2) tion technology skills are, in fact, 
less likely to succeed. 

25 Very limited job search. 
26 Lookillg for temporary work. The research shows that mature 

27 Little or no sense of humour, computing students (older people) 

28 Insufficient knowledge of ~"s/ do better at introductory Papers 

her area of specialisation. than young ones. Dr McLennan 

29 L~~~ hifiler parents make the attributes this success to their ded- 

decisions. ication to study, and better com- 

30 NO interest in the company or munication skills. (InSotech 
industry. Weekly, No. 364, 28/9/98, p. 8.) 
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