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Media Release — Call for Peaceful Protests on Social Security Bill
5 March 2013

Palmerston North, NZ — As the government Select Committee draws up its report on the Social Security
(Benefit Categories and Work Focus) Amendment Bill, time is running short for New Zealanders to let MPs
know about their concerns with the Bill. Barbara Smith, National Director of the Home Education Founda-
tion of New Zealand, says that concerned citizens should organise peaceful protests outside their local
MP’s office.

“Time is limited,” says Mrs Smith. “In two weeks, on 20 March, the Select Committee has to hand in their
report to Parliament. We do not know what is in their report. We do not know if they are going to recom-
mend against the social obligations and sanctions in this Bill or not.

“So we need to keep this before the Select Committee and all MPs.”

According to Mrs Smith, most of the submissions on the Bill came from parents concerned about the so-
cial obligations in the Bill, which will force beneficiaries to make certain decisions about their children’s
health and education.

“It's taking away the rights of beneficiaries to make the best decisions for their children. Even the New
Zealand Law Society said that’s discriminatory.”

Mrs Smith is asking concerned New Zealanders to take action. “We’'re asking people to organise peaceful
protests outside their local MP’s office, especially the National MPs. Make a banner protesting the social
obligations and sanctions.”

The HEF has already been organising a letter-writing and visiting campaign against the social obligations
in the bill. But, says Mrs Smith, it's time to take the campaign to the streets.

“We asked an MP what else we could be doing. This MP said we should look at peaceful protests. Make
sure you let local media outlets know that it's happening.”

Opponents of the Bill are organising peaceful protests this Friday, the 8" of March at 1:30 pm outside
MP’s offices across New Zealand.

“Parliament is in recess this week and all the MPs should be in their offices,” says Mrs Smith.
“We all need to be standing out there with banners to raise awareness of what is happening.

“Get in touch with your local media. Invite all your friends. Print out the flyers available on the HEF web-
site.

“We'll see you at the protest on Friday.”

While the Select Committee is writing its report on the Bill, concerned New Zealanders can also write, call,
and visit their local MPs and the Select Committee, says Mrs Smith.
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The Select Committee members are Jacinda Ardern, Jan Logie, Rajen Prasad, Phil Twyford, Melissa Lee,
Asenati Lole-Tayler, Sam Lotu-liga, Alfred Ngaro, Mike Sabin, Phil Heatley, and Michael Woodhouse. Let-
ters to individual MPs should be sent to this address (no stamp necessary):

Parliament Office
Private Bag 18888
Parliament Buildings
Wellington 6160

More information on the protest, with downloadable flyers and contact details for MPs, can be found at
http://hef.org.nz/2013/current-social-services-select-committee-members-urgent-action-required/.

About the Home Education Foundation

The Home Education Foundation has been informing parents for 27 years about the fantastic opportunity
to de-institutionalise our sons and daughters and to embrace the spiritual, intellectual and academic free-
dom that is ours for the taking. Through conferences, journals, newsletters and all kinds of personal com-
munications, we explain the vision of handcrafting each child into a unique individual, complete with virtu-
ous character, a hunger for service to others, academic acumen and a strong work ethic. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.hef.org.nz or more specifically hef.org.nz/2012/make-a-submission-reject-
compulsory-early-education-for-3-year-olds/
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